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MEMOIRS 

» 

OF THt 

tIFE AND WRITINGS 

OF THE ABAtl 

PIETRO METASTASIS 



SECTION h 

J^LboXjt the time that Signor Mattel opened 
a corrcipondence with our bard, he had 
many letters to write of mere compliment 
to authors who lent him their works, aud 
of civility to others who had praiied his 
own. Except the letters to the Romanma 
and his brother, thofe to Farinelli^ Saveri^ 
MaUei, and his old friend Sig. Filipponi of 
Turin, are the moft confidential* However^ 
there are frequently paflages in his letters to 
others, which merit ptefervation, either for 
their wit, ingenuity, politenefs, or, for the 
. fentiments tiiey contain oh fubjeds of 
iiterature; and of thefe we ihail leled a few^ 
VOL, ii;. B previous 
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pf eViofus to refuming his correlpondence 

his more particular friends. 

In 1766, the Abate Vincenz^ Camilh AU 
berti began a correfpoiideace with our poet, 
which contintied fill 1773 ; of which correlV 
poudeuce near thirty letters have been in- 
ierted iir the printed colle£lioR« But as they 
are ihort, and coutaui iictle more than ex- 
preflions of thanks and politenefs for .hi» 
eiter& of friendihip and preients of his works,: 
but little can be : extrafted from them, thai 
can either amule or intereft an' £ngUlh. 
i^der ; particularly, when deprived of the 
fafcinating elegaiiee with which ti^y are ex-« 
preflTed in their native language. 
. The fiiil leUer from Sig. Alberti to which 

the ani\\\.r 01" iMctailaiio is prelcrvcd, in* 

doled a Cantata-^" I cannot but be much 

flattered and obliged by your voluntary offer 
of friendihip^ wkb fuch pairtial expreffions iu 
my favour ; and as a dcmonftration of its 
value^ you comm«inicate to me a Cantata of 
your own writing, which is truly happjyr 
afFe&ing, aod graceful. But how can a mai^ 
at my time of life, tired with his indil'pen-- 
fible occupations, i^pjport a regular corr&i^ 
pondence ? Unlefs^ you could remove a auip.'' 
ber of Olympiads from my ihooldters^ andt 
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give me a little of your own leifure, I ftiould 
x:crtainly merit only your coxnpaflion for 
Iny inability to avail myfclf of the honour 
Vhich you lb gerieroufly offer me/* 
' When Sig. Alberti fent Metaflafio a Son* 
tiet which he had written with an intention 
of prefixing it as dedication of his Cantatas 
to the poet, he fays: " I am extremely 
grateful for y^ur affeotiunate partiality, and 
t:ongratulate you on the produdion of fb 
beautiful a Sonnet; but at the fame time, 
idfnuft entreat you moft earneilly, to relinquiOi 
j^our obliging defign : as fuch incenfe has 
-isvcr, from time immemorial, been devoted 
to the favourites of fortune, not to us poor 
inhabitants of Parnaflus. And this reafon 
has, hitherto, fufficed in defending me from 
others who have had a fimilar deiign : and 
I promife to myfelf the fame complacence 
.from you, which I fhall regard as a proof of 
your fricndfliip, and a ftimulus to the con- 
tinuance of that efteem with which I have 
the honour to be, &c.'* 

This Abate feems, with great friendihip 
and zeal, to have complained to Metailafio 
of the liberties then taking by Ibme opera 
botchers with iiis dramas i to which the poet 
replies : Spare your virtuous indignation, 
my moft obhging big. Alberti, for occ^lions 

B 2 " more 
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more woithy of your wrath, thanf the alter* 
ations of Ibme of my dramas. If the cor-^ 
regions are juft, I ought to be grateful to 
thofe who (hall enlighten me ; and if other*- 
wife, I fliall not be foiry that the public, oc- 
cupied with the faults of others, ihall have- 
the lefs kiiuic for reflecting upon mine. 
Let not mj averfion to the writing long 
letters diminifh your eflcL ai ; on the con- 
trary, believe me ever^ in ipite of this in- 
firmity, invariably yours." 

Metaftafio havings in fport, told the Abate^ 
that he lliould be unable to write for ibme 
time, as he was ordered by his imperial mi- 

ftrcls to take a journey to Pai nairus ; Signor 
Alberti, not underftanding that the poet 
meant to fliut out all interruption, and devote 
hi% whole time to the mufes, broke in upou 
him with an unexpected letter, to which he 
pleafantly makes the following reply. Long 
life to rny moft officious Sig. x\lberti ! who 
for the fake of his friends, in imitation of 
Hercules and Thefeus, does not decline hav- 
ii^ a commerce with the other world. 
Upon my having told you that I had made 
my laA voyage to the £lyiiaii fields, you. 
went thither by letter to feck me : folicitou? 
to know the truth from mylelf. For once, 
I have the pleafure to thank you from, 

Vieoiuu 
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Vienna. Btit if I had been found in that 
remote region, I know not whether my 
anfwcr would have come fo Coon. However, 
after this convincing proof, 1 am furc that' 
the inexorable fates may rob mc of wliai 
they pleafe; but they will never place me 
beyond the powei of yoiir compafs.** 

The following extradt from a lettei* to the 

Abate Alkni will communicate to the 
reader Metaftafio's opinion of blank verie. 

*f I am much obliged to you for the new 
poetical compoiition which you were ib 
kind as to inclofe in your lall letter, and 
ivvhich I (hould rather call an epiflle, than a 
poem, it appears to me learned, the thoughts 
feem noble and well digefted, and the ftyle 
as poetical and harmonious as is poflible in 
our endlcalyllablc meaiure, ftript of rhyme. 
Whether from reafon or habit, I know not; 
but my ear cannot eafily accommodate itfelf 
to this convenient liberty, which perhaps, 
idlenels has recommended to iome of our 

ft 

illuftrious Italian bards. It is true, that 

rhyme fometimes tyrannicatlly impedes the 
expreifion of our thoughts ; but it is likewife 
true, that it often luggefls to us ideas that are 
more luminous and iublime, to whicb our 
minds would never h^ve foared, but for the 
violent efforts to which this troublefome 

B 3 ftimulatrx 



t 



( 6 ) 

Aimulatrix has obliged us to have recourfe 
in our diftrefs. And it is certain, that there 
is as much difference i|i the force of thq 
lame thought happily exprefled in rhyme 
and in blank veric, as ia that of a ii:one 
thrown with the hand, and with a fling. 
l^ot that I difapprove of this liberty in th^ 
cpiftolary or didadiic ftyle. In thefe, it fcems 
as if the poet may dilpenfe a little with this 
mufic, which io always elTential to truej 
poetry/' 

I know not what can poffibly have 
feduced the worthy Countefs Bianchi in my 
favour. I am fo proud of fuch au enviable 
p^rtiality^ that I pray to heaven ^e m^^ 
never be undeceived. Pray prefent her my 
nioft humble thanks, an4 try to keep |;ie|' m 
this miUake."— ^ 

Speaking of the Emperor's Tour through 
Italy, incog^iito, in 1 769, he faj s ; " we knoi/f 
nothing n)ore of the auguft pilgtim Here, 
tlian that he quitted Vienna the 3d of this 
inftant March, in the evening ; thsit there is 
no doubt but that he intends to vifit Rome in 

% * • • ' 

% 

this manner to avoid qerempny, of which he 

is an irrecoacileable enemy; and that he pro?? 
pofcs tp pafi^ unknown wherever h^ goes | 
but his ^^r 4^ thought (go lumiiious to be 

. , ponce^k^ 
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epmceaded by any cloud which he caa get 

behind."— * 

My moft obliging Sig. Alberti^ ever eager 
to confer favours on me, has been the firft to 
. inform me of the happy delivery of the little 
uiece of my dear Gemello ; pray accept of 
my beft thaaks for the courteous diligence 
with which you have quieted my folicitude*.*' 
Metaftafio's correfpondent, the Abate Al- 
berti, had been long confined to Jiis bed by 
a brdcen ancle. When he fent him iome 
works which he had produced during that 
Ibte— The Imperial Laureat fays : " I Ihatt 
read the book whenever. I can get time for 
that gratification; but, at prefent, I have 
jhardly leiiUre fufficient to thank you for it^ 
I have, however, pemfed the little Cantata 
tthat was inciofed m your letter, by which I 
find, that though lame, you have cither been 
iabie to clamber mount FarnaflfuSy or are fo 
well with the mufes, that they fcruple not 
to vifit you in bed. Get up^ for. heaven*s 
^ake, that you may uo lougcr oblige them to 

* ^ This W9S the :Utde fraaio^s homely child, of whick 

f arinelU was fo foivl, when I vitod hipiat fiolognst ia 

X ■ ^4 • filch 
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fuch prafticcs as, to thoie who envy you, may 
appear Icaadalous/ * 

In ^our laft letter, you wifli me to be 
difiufe in my anCwer, and point oiit an opporn 
tunity for me to dilcufs certain qucilions in 
the Aiiatic manner. Ah, my dear Abate, 
you fuppofe me young, roSuft, and idle* 
Would to heaven you were not mifiaken! 
But, for my misfurtqnc, neither youth, 
ftrengthy nor leiilire, are allowed me- The 
mere duties of my ofBcc are now a grievous 
burthen to me : think then how unfit I muft 
be, to fcrawl whole iheets, merely to Ihew 
my eloquence and genius : I leave all this to 
you, who are in the prime of life V* ^ n 

The laft Sonnet with which you have 
been pleafed to favour me, leaves all the, 
other poetical compofitions which the mufes 
have hitherto dilated to you, far behind. I 
congratulate you upon it : but am unable to 
comprehend how, in your painful fituation, it 
is poffiblc for you to have an inclination to 
tune the lyre. Though I can plead no fiich 
painful impediment, yet I can never brufli 
the duft off mine, unlefs from ftbfblute ne* 
ceffity. In the enfuing nuptial celebration 

r 

* Meuftafio i)DW feventv-four. 
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there will be no theatrical exhibition. I ob« 
tained not this" information, till 1 had almoft 
finiihed a drama which I was ordered to 
write : ib that I have not been (pared, a$ I 
might luty| Joeeny a labour which is now be-* 
come heavy and ungrateful 

Your lonnet lhali be enjoyed by the few 
palates that are able to tafte ix/* 

H I know not whether I ought to con- 
gratulate you on the iiuge purchafe you have 
made of Italian dran^as* You will find, as 
formerly happened to myfeif, in an immenfe 
quantity of ftraw, but very little grain, and 
that of a bad quality. Sif 'ace will not com- 
peniate for the bad harveft* I am extremely 
• grateful to you for the obliging offer of it, 
which you make me ; but having, fome years 
ago, met with a copy of this old opera, 1 gave 
It a perufal, and am by no means tempted to 
. acknowledge it as my legitimate offspring. 
It is a drama compofcd againil my will : the 
idea was to reform an old opera at the re* 
qucfl of Porpora : and in reforming, it was 
entirely changed j; as the original materials 

* This drama {RuggUro) was, however, completed, let 
to mufic by Haiie, and proformed at Milant in i77i,upon 
0ie marrl gc of the ArGh*dafce Fcrdiiumdty vnthtl^eprincefr 
pf Modcna. 
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WJ^c & totally different irom the additioaaV 

fuid fo difcor.dant, as to form a contrail tha^ 
was infupportable and ijQonftrous. And yet» 
it is not xaiae, .though I believe there re« 
fnaind not one vcrfe as it was written by thp 
iirll author. In order to be truly mine, tho 
firfl deliga (hould have been of my inven- 
tion ; but my intention was merely to re^fy 
fomc particular parts ; aud though I have 
left none untouched, I have never regarded^ 
them as members of a whole fabric of my 
conftru^on. Therefore the conn^ion muft 
neceffarily remain imperfed. Malce^ how- 
ever, what ule you pleafe of Sifacex only do 
not let it pafs for a child of mine, as I caa« 
not conlcientioufly regard it as fuch*. 

Writing is always an inconvenient bulinels 
tan^e; but to-day, on account of the exceP 
five heat, which dilfojives me, it is infupport-^ 
able, lb that being totally unable to iengthei| 
iny letter^ I haly conclude/' 

, Vienna^ June 29, 1772* 

— -mn— -TT — 

There are two more fhort letters to th^ 
Abatt Alberti in the coUedion; but they con- 
tain nothing very piquant or iuterefting. It 
had been reported aboyt this time, all over 

Europe, 
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Europe, that the poet had been appointed 
Imperial Librarifm, in the room of fiaroa 
Van Swutcn clcccaicJ; and upon being con- 
gratulated by the Abate Alberti on this pn>v 
^notion, he fays, ** the report is entirely 
without foundation ; nor do I imagine that 
my auguft ibvcrcigus ever thought of me, 
when the vacancy happened. Indeed if^ from 
eaccels of clemency, they had, 1 Ihould have 
))een obliged to implore their difpeniation 
from a weight fuperior to my phyfical force, 
which would not have enabled me to per- 
jforiu the duties of fuch an appointment.**— 

In tfie laft letter to the Abate, he thanks , 
him for. a neat and elegant edition of his 
Itahan poetry. He denies the writing a 
Canzonetta in praife of the immortal Mare- 
fhal Daun, which Alberti had afcribed to 
lim: V c^fc not to defraud the 'real 
author of thofe praifes which arc his due — 
Pray .return with my refpeds, due thanks to 
the moft obliging Lord Huntingdon for the 
courteous remonftrances with which he, ho- 
|Xour$ iipe/' 

Vienna, April 29> 1773. 



A correfpondence feems to have been begun 
H{)out ^he year 1767, between our poet and 

3 t^c 
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the Abate Fabroni, afterwards Bifiiop of 
Piia ;- a peifon of literary abilities, for whom 
Mctaftano maiiifefls great refpcft. His 
Lives and Eloges of illuftrious men of hisowa 
country, which he began to publifii at this 
time in decades, ieem undertaken with a 
patriotic view, during the difputes between 
the French and Italians for literary and 
fcientific pre-enjinence. The title of his 
biographical work is certainly the fame as ^ 
that of Ferrault^ in the hift century {a)\ but 
then the Italians have to boaft of many works 
on the fame plan, and under the fan^e title, 
which are much more ancient than that of 
Perrault. Signor Fabroni having expreffed 
an intention to write the life of Metaftafioj 
in order to infcrt it among his lives of emi- 
nent men, the following letter contains the 
poet's modeft difTuafiqn from that enterprize. 

(^J EUgt% its Hommes iliujiro 4i cir Sitik (the xvii.) 
Mkgi ^0^kum iUuftri ItaUmii. 



Let- 
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E T T E R 1. 

t 

TO THB ABATE FABRONI, AT FLORENCE* 

WITHOUT framing excufcs for the flow 
arrival of. mj anfwer to your very obligia^ 
letter of the 9th of laft May, the well-known 
confufion ia which we have been throwii^ hj 
the lofs of a moft amiable Emprefs ; by our 
fears of being deprived of our maternal and 
revered Sovereign ; and, at prefent, the uni- 
' verial, and tumultuous joy, for having rnira* , 
culoufly preferved her, will have already 
made my defence, and procured your pardon* 
'Therefore, after renderlnor the fincere and 
due thanks which I ought, for your moft 
conftant voluntary partiality, I congratulate 
your royal Sovereign, who, in having pro- 
moted you, has given fuch an indubitable 
teftimony of his enlightened, miud, and gene- 
rous heart ; always ready ta fee merit and 
reward it. 

But, notvvithftaading your partiality^ I per- 
ceive, that you have a deiign to injure me 

.very lerioufly. The perfifliag in your idea 
of writing my life, is an evident proof, that 

my repugnance, in eunfenting to it, has been 

regarded by you as a kind of female modeftyt 

which 
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whkh a little cntreiity would ovtttoiA€s 
No, my dear Abat^, you arc very much de- 
ceived. Whether from reafbii^ or weaknefs^ 
I caimot think of any one writing my life, 
without the utmoft difquietude. Froth this 
fincereand candid confeffion, I hope that you 
will have the frieadly condefceniion to re- 
linqui(h the enterprize 5 a favour which I 
moft earneftly fupplicate^ and ikall receive 
with all due gratitude* 



This requeft was complied with^ during 
the poet s life ; but two years after his deceafc, 
his eloge, by this author, appeared, with thofc 
of GaJi/eo Galikiy Mich. Angelo Giacomellu 
' Tommafo Perelli^ Card.heopoldo JeMediciy and 
Carlo Innocenzio irugoni. Pifa* 1754* 



L E T T E R IL 

I'O TiiK SAME. 

From your obliging letter, reverend Sir, 
dated July 6th. 1 was induced to hope, that 
I Ihould foon receive the firft decade, of your 
Lives of Ulujirkms Italians^ which 1 h^ve ex- 

^ peded 
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)>efied with the utmoft impatientce, Oc^ 

cupied at prcfent in the exercife of my em- 
ployment, it wa$ my intention to defei^ 
auivveriiig your kind letter, till the arrival of 
the gift* But as it has not yet reached my 
hands (by one of thofe innumerable accidents 
. which ufually diftuib the courie of fimilar 
prefentations) I ihall not fufffer a longer 
iilence^ now my inevitable duties are fulfill^ 
ed, to injure me in your good opiniou. 
Know then, moft reverend Prior, that in the 
perufal of your letters, my mind is filled with 
all the gratitude, confuiion, and affefbion, 
which are due to your friendly aAd unfoli- 
cited partiality, for one who has neither the 
opportunity, nor the power, of meriting it. 
But being in pofleflion of this ineftimable 
ac^uihtion, 1 am, and ever ihall remain, ex- 
tremely proud of It. 

But why, with fuch diipoiitions in my 
favour, do you Imbittcr my Jfatisfaftion, by 
pubiilhing fuch frivoioua letters as theie^ 
written without the leaft refleflion, in the 
lull confidence that they would never fee the 
light ? Good God ! You eftimate the pubHc 
indulgence by your own, and are deceived. 
The public is a moft fevere judge ^ and if it 
made the fathtr of Roman eloquence tr€m« 

blc 
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ble (which he was not afliamed to confefs) 

at a time when he had fully prepared hiia^ 

felf for its tribunal, with what confcience 

can it be called excefs of modefty in me, to 

dread prefeiiting myfelf before it, with four 

miierable little letters, written in hafte to 

confidciuidl friends, without ever peryfing 

them i No, mofl reverend Prior, I have not 

the courage, or rather arrogance, requifite for 

iiich an exhibition. And whether my fear& 

are reafonabic, as I really think them, pr 

confUtutional errors, I have no hopes of ever 

vanquifiiing them* If you ftill regard them 

as infirmities, the pardoning {mall defers is 

one of the molt lacred duties of friendihip« 

Treat them, therefore, as fuch, moft worthy 

Prior, and indulge me in this petition, as 

you obligingly did, in renouncing the defign 

of writing my life. The literary world 

abounds with fubjeds much more worthy of 

yonr pen, and I have, in my former letter, 

honeftly confeffed how much I am difturbed 

by the mere idea of ufurping fuch incenie aft^ 

i$ by no means my due. 

Vienna) September 44, 1767. 

/ 

V 

L E tJ" 
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Letter hi. 

TO TH£ SAM£« 

'The firft volume of the lives of iliuftrioUS 
tncn, ef which you have been pleaied, moflf 
reverend Sir, to make me a prefent, has been 
obligingly delivered td me, by Count Stfa-^ 
/oldo. The names of perfons with whom, 
during childhood and adolefcence, I lived, or 
at leaft was acquainted, and who compoft 
the chief part of this firft decade, ftimulated 
immediate perufal ; and the infinuating flow 
and elegance of ftyle, would not fufFcr me to 
lay the book down, till I was arrived at the 
iaft page, and had perufed the additionaL 
commentary on the life of my dear fellow 
ihident. Count Dandm. Having now grati«- 
fied the firft hafty curiofity, I (hall give the 
work a fecond and more deliberate perufal; 
liot paffing by, as was the cafe before, the 
two lives writtm by Morgagni^ which treat- 
ing of perfons with whom I have but little 
acquaintance, had not excited the &me cu» 
riofity as the reft. The rapidity of my 
peru&l, however, did not prevent my feeing 
the merits of the writer ; belides the ftyie, 
which manifefts long ftudy an4 experience, 

TOJU 211. C Xh% 
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the laborious talk of coUeding materials Co 

dilperfed aad obfcurc, the prudent and laud- 
able dexterity of uniting truth with difcre- 
tion, and the various and deep learning and 
icience, neceiiary for the accurate difplay of 
whatever faculties the lubjcct prei'ented, 
juiUy entitle the author of fo folid a work, to 
the praife and gratitude of tlie public. 

Viennat O&bcr 8, 1767. 

i 

» 

E T T E R XV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Yov wifli me, Sir, to give you my opinioit 
of the dramatic works of my predeceiTor, 
Apostolo Zsno, as if your own judgment 

were not leis likely . to be warped by preju- 
dice, than that of a man who has run the 
fame career, and who feduced by that too 
common and vicious emulation, fbmetimea 
even without knowing it, to which Fignlus 
Figulo is very feldom favourable. For 
my own part, I am far from certain that I 
ihould be able in a minute examination of 
thefe. dramas to fleer with fafety betweea 
the rock$ of envy and afFe£hition ; however, 
. if no oth^r . poetical merit were allowed ta 
I Apoflflo 
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Apofiolo ZenOy it muft be granted that ks 

fuccefsfuUy demonftrated^ tliat our melodrama 
h not incompatible with reafbn (as was long 
thought by the public and the poets whom he 
found in pdfTeffion of the tbeati'e when he 
began to write) that it was not exempt from 
the laws of probability, that it could iubfifl 
without the wild and bombail ilile which 
then reigned) and^ lafUy, that the bulkin 
might be freed from the comic fcurrility of ^ 
the Ibek, with which it was miierably mixed 
and polluted; thefe are merits fully fufficient 
to entitle him to oiir gratitude, and the 
tifteem of pofterity. 

Viemuiy December ji 1767* 



LETTER V. 

TO TKE SAM£« 

The ftudying to be ufeful to our' felloW 
creatures, and feconding the zeal of a worthy 
and partial friend, like yourfelf, are duties 
l^rhich procure blame if lieglefled, yet have 
little right to praife if performed. Hence 
thoie with which you have entrufted me, 
tnoft reverend Sir» reflet more honour on the 

c 2 good- 
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goodiie& of your own hearty ever eager ta 

fulfil the duties of humanity, than on nune* 
I very much wi&t that our traveller may 
continue to enjoy that attention and polite- 
n^, during his refidence in Poland^ which 
our recommendation had procured him on 
ius arrival: where, according to the accouati 
which 1 have received, his reception was 
extremely flattering ; btit that kingdom, al 
^ prefent convulfed by Confederations, is all 
irms and tomult t circumftances Very unr* 
favourable to the fine arts. But a ftate of 
lilch violence cannot be de rable* The hvt*' 
mours, decompounded, muft find theii* equili^ 
brium, and that tranquillity return which i» 
fo indiipenfibly necelTary to natioiml as welt 
as individual happinefs. 

The well-merited teftimonies of efteem 
with which you have been honoured by the 
amiable Queen of Naples, manifeil the ma-^ 
\ ^repdgment of that incomparable princefiy 
at lb early an age. Hence, I have a double- 
reafon for exultation«r * 

Materials for the Imiix which you defir« , 
are wainting {6). The' manufcripts whidx^ 
remain, are fuch as have been already pub- 

(b) Sig. Fabroni bad rcquefted of Metaftafio, a dompletv- 
M ol^ ^ the inedited works of' his patron'Ghiviiuu 

lilhed^ 
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jUihc^ or iketches and fragments of tra^, be* 

^un for amulement, and chiefly left ualiiiifh- 
cd; the author himfelf having judged them 
unequal to the public expeftauons excited by 
his high reputation. There may have been 
works of more importance ; but foou after 
his deceafe^ all his writings were demanded, 
and retained for lame time, by thofe who 
had legit;imate authority for ib doing ; and 
were afterwards returned in the exad num«-t 
her and ftate in which thr^ now remain. 
that it feems as if this article fhould. be 
wholly omitted in your work* 

Permit me to enjoy that enviable place 
which you have been pleafed to aifigti me in 
your good heart, and believe me to be always 
iMpakerably ^itfa due re(pefi^ &c* 

Viemia, June 13, 1768. 
JL E T T E R VI- 

TO TH£ SAM£> 

At length the cuilom-houfe officersj after 
^condemning and rejecting all my demands 
iand enquiries, have produced the little parcel 
with the dialogues of Phocion fo long de- 
tjaw^d; a^d cpuvi&ed of their irregularity 
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and negligence, have fent it to my houfe 

when I defpaircd of ever receiving it ; but 
accompanied with fuch chiidifli eixuies, a^ 
^yere much worfe than the fault. 

I indulged my impatience by the immedi^ 
ate perufal of the book, and have ran over 
five of the dialogues and the greateft part of 
the notes. I would not poftpone writing till 
I had finiihed reading the whole work, be^ 
caufe I was unwilling to let a poft depart 
ere I had acknowledged the receipt of your 
valuable prefent, in order to prevent you 
from kindly beftowing upon me anotim- 
copy, on the fuppofitioa that the hril wa$ 
loft. I fliall not no\y eater on the merit of 
the original (c); I muft confeis that the great 
truths which thcic dialogues euforcc arc 
well known ; but befides their being fuch as 
cannot be too often repeated, elegance an4 
learning give them the graces of novelty, 
I cannot help admiring the ei^cellent difr 
poiition of the happy tranflator*s mind an4 
heart, who though able to produce architypes 
of his own, tr^niported by the love of hu-r 

^c) Entretien^ de Phocion fur U rapport da la morale 
avec h politique^ publiihcd by the Abbe Mably, i;63, in 
!which work, though not written by Phocion« the lenti* 
^ents of this iHuilnous Greek well fuppprtcd. 

manity^ 
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manity, could not refrain from undertaking 
a labour lo much below his faculties, fur the 
love of truth, and thedeiire of communicat* 
ing it, I congratulate you on the accom- 
pliihment of this work, and full of that af- 
iectJLou which you iludy to propagate among 
mankind^ I remain reipeftfully, &c. 

Vieana, Jane 331 176& 

LETTER Vn. 

TO THE 8AM£« 

I PERCEivSy moft reverend Sir, from the 

effecSls of your laft letter, which anuounces 
to me the honour which the members of the 
academy JeJ/a Crufca have deigned to confer 
upon me, by admitting me of their body, 
how little I knew xnyfelf, and that ijiy former 
power of iupprefiing all ambitious views had 
loft its efEcacy. It fcems now, that inilead 
of contrading my wifhes and hopes, that I 
may venture to extend them ; Ending myfelf 
fortunately decked with the participation of 
that fplendor, with which this illuilrious in* 
ftitution has not only dignified its mem- 
bers, but all Italy* Having had the power^ 
by the force of your friendfliip and afFeftion 

Q 4 unlblicited 
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Uidblicited to procure me this di£Ungiuibe4 
honour, I mud entreat you' to paint to my 
venerated colleagues, in aUthe warm colour*: 
iiig of your native eloquence, not only my 
Joy ou this occaiion, but nay moil fiacerQ 
ientimeats of refped and gratitude ; nor muft 
you forget to repreieut to yourfeif how mucli 
my debts of gratitude to you are encreafed 
by this recent and moil obliging manifefta* 
tion of your friendly zeaL 
To judge with chriftian charity of our 

iicighbourj, a5 it is my duty and interefl: to 

do, I have the pleafure tP believe, that tho 
frequent calls for ray iaH production are 
iymptoms of afie&iou and partiality ; but if 
I (Jiould derive this cage inefs from a lels 
flattering fource, I ihofuld ftill have the iatif- 
fa^on of afcribing it to that friendlhip with 
which I am hoi|oured, and b%yc authority tq 

Viexma, September 19^ 176!; 



There are feveral other letters to Monfignoi^ 

Fabroni after he was Bifhop of Pila, whictj 
though full of that urbanity and politene(( 
with which the poet treated rtien of letter^ 
in general with ^^hom he 9orref|)onded ; yet, 

9» 
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US they contain no fentiments or criticifm d 

importaucc to literature, their iafertioa here 
|[eems unneceffary. 

The following correfpondence was ob* 
traded upon our bard, by a perfbn whoie 
liame feeips nev^r to have reached his eye| 
or ears, before the arrival of the }etter wbi^ll 
produced the iybf^ucnt fcply^ 

LETTER VIII, 

TO TH« AfiATii n* GIUSEPPE AUaEX'IQ 

JV^ORANI. 

Being perfc£lly ignorant of the fituatlou 
the perfbn with whom { correfpond, he is 
intreated to affure himfelf, that it will not be 
from difr^ed, but want of information, if 
I fliould. omit any of the Jbrmala due to hi$ 
jrank and circumilances. 

After the perlifal of Sig. Giufeppe .Airelh 
Moroftfs moft elegant letter, I cannot be 
piiftaken in regarding him a3 ^ ypung mail, 
pf great application, geniuSi andlearning; and 
poffelied of that kiiowledge in the Greek and 
Jlomap claffics, at which few arrive in riper 
years* I congratulate my delightful Par^ 
tijenope (jNajples) in the having given you 

t)irthl 
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birth : an honour in which by the right of long 
refidence, and a thouiand ties of gratitude, I 
take a part. But the courteous D. Giufeppe 
is extremely miilakeu in the too partial opi- 
nion which he has conceived of jne. My 
talents are much more limited than he ima« 
gines: never having arrived at fuch profound 
learning or merit of other kinds as to be abl^ 

to cutertaiii cotrcrcas cuhores^ or claim a place 

in lauto hoffitio. With refpe£l to genius, 

father Apollo has treated me with a gene- 
rofity not above the common, and, in other 
refpeits, has not diftiaguiflied me from my 
brethern. Senfible, however, of the m^rit of 
D. Giufeppe, I gratefully thank him for his 
obliging wiflies for my pro(perity, and am 
with true efteem, &c. 

Vipima, 1766, 

* 

LETTER IX, 

TO THE SAME. 

As your firft letter infpired me with idea^ 

of your genius and cultivated talents, the 
fecond, which I now anfwer, convinces me 
of the candour, moderation, and other un« 
comnoon virtues with which your heart is 

furniih^d ; 
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^urniihed : internal qualities whicK I regard 
■ ;as more worthy of being honoured, than the 
Ijplendor of external circumflances, which 
^re the mere capricious gifts of fortune. If 
I had not in common your ideal parent 
(PeniaJ I fhould give you very 'different 
{iTOofs of my efteem, than thefe vain officious 
^xpreffions. And as you think you have ngt 
exaggerated this ntetapfaorieal eonfanguinity, 
I wjfli you to refle£l, that the wretched man is 
he to ^om the necefiary ftpports of life are 
wanting, quibus dokat natura negatis. The 
poor^ he who procures thefe neceflaries from 
the generofity of others. He who pofleffe$ 
a competency^ is able to provide for his own 
wants. And he whofe means exceed that 
power, is opulenU If you wilh to find niy 
place, it muft be in the fecond of thefe four 
dalTes, where I ihould fuifer with ftiil greater 
jcfignatiou the rigourous juftice which pro- ■ 
yidence renders to moderate abilities, if I did 
pot frequently feel the privation of the 
^reateft pleafure granted to mortals, the 
power of conferring benefits on the worthy. 
Add to tbis» that living in a climate where 
literature is not reckoned among the mer- 
f har^di£b of fpciety, my infuffipiency is like- 
. ^ • • wife 
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wife extended to thofi? kind offices, wfaidi 
^^Uewlicre perhaps wo^ldiQOt be uieleis* 

With relpe^ to my immortal maftert 
Graviix^^ be publiihed before his deceafe, alt 
thoie worl^f which he thought would. coar 
tribute to his lame. The reft were never 
Aeiign^ Ibr tiie preis, though fordid editors^ 
have counteraSed his intentions : fo that in- 
^ niuiries after them arp as vain, as the aflauks 

of his detraGors, from whole fangs he is as 

^e as every ma^ muft be^ who like hioqi jf 
fotus teres, atque rotmJu^, 

Notwith^landing the narrow Umits of my 
(Ituat^on, if you could fuggeft to me ai) 
ppportonity of mauifeftiog my zeal for youfr 
Service, I {hall do it with that fincere au4 
cordial efteem with whic^ I am» ^u&d evci* 
/hall Qoptinue^ &c« 

JUJiTTER 3C 

TO THE SAME. 

/ You muft not wonder, my dear Sig. 

^orani^ at the tardinefe or brevity of my 
^ifwer to your moil obliging letter o£ laft * 

I pepembcr. 
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DCdefnber. A great hiimhsr of indiipen^fe 

Utters, together with the capricious ftate of 
my health, oblige me to defer, and fbmetimes 
entirely deprive me of the plealure I ihauld 
have in correfponcliiig with perlbnf whom t 
efteem and love^ and from whole ibrbearance 
I promife myfelf the greateft indulgence. 
But this tnToiuntary negligence, efpecially 

when there is no bufinefs ia queftion, ought 

not to dsninifli the credit of a perfc& cor^ 

refpoiidcace, with thofe who have a mutual 
^edion for-eacb other. Do me the juftice 
to believe, in fpite of circumftances, that im- 
preifed-wkh a partiality for your tadenta and 
character, I fhall ever remain invariably 
jfouia. 

• Metaftafio begins every fubfequent letter 
4o Ifaia Abate, by an apology for not writing to 
bim more frequently; which though reaiba- 
able, ingenious, and weU*turned, in the on* 
would appdac monotpuous and iniipid 
in aeother language. I (hall therefore ej^^ 
4ra& fjDcmi thcle letters, the moil intereftit^ 
j>afla2e$ on other fubjefts than his oWn deIin-> 
^uency as an kt^^olar. correipoadeat. 

Ia 
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In 1 769, Sxg» Morani wilhcd him to cntd/ 
the lifts among the chahipions for Italket 
literature^ iii oppofitiun to the French^ wher 
on all occaiions arrogantly claimed the fapre*-' 
macy* Alter excuimg himfelf for itiabihty 
to keep up a regular con elpondence with his 
friends^ he fays-^^^ from theie iDVoluntary 
omillions, you may judge whether I Ihould 
be able to apply myielf to the parallel which 
you propofe between the French and Italiaa 
literature : . a work of great labour, for any 
one who fhould not wilh to decide imperti- 
nently, without furniihingiblid realbns on 
both fides. Nor am I more able to obey 
yout in tranfmitttng the MSS. you requefl^ 
which being merely intended to aiiiil my 
own memory, merit not tranicription, or the 
honour of appearing before the public ; no/ 
will they ever fee the light, thotigh curiofity 
has been awakened by Sig. Biodati ^yx\m^ 
ing the letter in which I inconfiderately 
mentioned thcm(^." 

In the next letter to the Abate Morani^ 
in anfwer to a queftion, whether a French 
tranflation of Metaftafio's works was pub-» 

(d) Se« the kttcr to D 'todati above, p. ^q6. 

lilhed 
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lifhed at Vienna, he fays : ** It is not at 
Vienna but at Paris, that a tranllatioa of 
my works in the French language has 
appeared ; but haying had an unfavourable; 
account of this verfion by thofe who have 
feen it, I have carefully avoided the peruial, 
in order to (hun the rifk of becommg 
ungrateful to him who has given fuch a pub- 
lic proof of partiality to my writings by 
tranflating thena. It would by no means 
become me arrogantly to decide, as you 
wiih me, whether Corneille or Racine has 
the primacy on the French theatre. The 
natives hud all the grandeur of Sophocles in, 
the fird, and all the truth of Euripides iu 
the fecond* The one tilling the mind of 
the fpeftator with the moft magnificent 
ideas, and the other agitating the heart 
with the moft tender afFedlions : heuce thefc 
two artifts have arrived at equal excellence, 
but by different roads. However, Corneille 
cannot be denied the great merit of having* 
pointed out the path which his rival 
puriiied. " 1770. 

If you would read without fcruplc, 
J^ope^s EJfay an Matij I recommend to you 
the excellent tranfiation terza rhna^ lately 
pubUihed by Count Giuf. Maria Ferrero di 

Lauriam* 
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^LaUrtand. lii the judicious, chrlftian, an^ 
learned notes with which he has illuftrated 
the work, you will fee the innocence of the 
original evidently proved* You will fin<i 
in Pope a great poet^ and a deep philoib* 
pher; but hot fuch axioms as art neeeiiarjr 
to fupport his own fyftem. 

Though it has been faid that Metaftafiof 
unwilling to hear of deaths permitted no 
one even to mention it before him ; yet he 
frequently complains to his correfponde^ 
of his having too many Olympiads on his 
jhoulders. And in a letter to the Abate 
Motdnif in when he was in his 74th 

year» he fays : *^ The ftate of my healthy 
though not exailly what I wifli it, is much 
better than I have a right to exped. As to 
my occupations, when the commands of my 
fbvereign allow me to choofe them, I, like 
your favourite Cicero, have recourfea</X//-* 
UruAis ; not with the hopes of fame or pro* 
' fit, but to keep off the tadium vtta^ and to 
mareh to the end of my journey as (low as ^ 
poflible. " 

In a fubfcquent letter to the fem^ Abate> 
in anfwer to his enquiries concerning the 
jpoet's tranflation of Horace's Ars Poettcay 
he lays t ^ Not only my tranflation in Italian 

verlc 
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vcrfe of the Poetics of Horace, with the 
notes which ieemed neceffary, but an extract 
of that of Ariftotle, with obfervatioiis^ 
which rendered the talk more tedious and 
hborious, have been eiuirely fiiiifhed a con^* 
fiderable time. And I have exacted the 
premium of my fatigumg occupation in 
imagining, that there was Ibme merit in 
having employed my leiiure without remorle* 
However, it has never been my intention to 
trouble the public with th^fe labours : and 
if even temptation fhould take me by fur- 
prii'e, it would be neceiflfary, ere they ap- 
peared, rigouroully to exaiuiue what I hav^ 
written : a work to me entremely difagree- 
able. At prefent, both lleep in my port- 
folio, fecure, at ieaft, from mliilt, while they 
are unknown. You fee, that to comply with 
your requeft^ I muft vtoquiOi my irrefoiute 
aud perverfe diipoiition ; and you know that 

r 

Cbe <angiai di natura ^ 

Simprefa troppo dura* 

■ • 

The tafk is hard for human creature 

To change propeuiitics of lutare. 

The tragedies of my immortal bene- 
^cent mafter, are fufficieut to prove what 
pbiiofophy and iounenfe learning the writer 

VOJ.. III. D polTeffed- 
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poffcued. He has executed what he pfO- 
poied: that is, to give us an idea of tho 
Greek theatre; If, in after-times, the enor- 
mous change of maimer, renders them in- 
conftftent with the prefeiit reigning tafte, it 
cannot be aicribed to him as a faulty becaufe 
to flatter it was not his intention/' 

The particular occaiion of the following 
letter doesnot appear ; there feems, however, 
to be fome degree of vaticination in it,^ 
which reminds \is more of the prefent times, 
than of the period when it was written* 

Letter xl- 

TO A SOMAN PKINCE* (puMCS GHIGI.) 

Tha ftrange and univerfal ferment in 

which facred and profane things are now 
thrown, throughout the known world, affords 
little hope that the crifis of its termiiiatioii^ 
is near at hand. The iire has long been 
burning in-fecret, but the fuel is weak, and 
the humours are too heterogeheotis to produce 
ail equilibrium. The objedt of thofc who 
might give us repofe, is innovation, not 
tranquillity. Hence, to regulate aad reduce 

to order the enormous confufioo of fo dark a 

chaos. 
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chaos, feems to want nothing lefs than om- 
nipotence^ which needs only taLy^^fiat /uXf 
for hght to appear, I hope thefe gloomy 
thoughts proceed from the vice of my own 
tempcrameuty and a natural propenlity to 
deplore the preient, and exalt the paft. 
But it is very certain, that all great revolu- 
tions and changes of ancient lyftems, (even 
if it were certain that pofterity would be 
benefitted by them) are ever fatal to the un- 
happy mortals, who are condemned to be 
fpectators of the conflict. 

Vienna, 1767. 



In the following letters, he defcribes hisdif^ 
trefs at the imminent danger into which his 
Patronefs, the Emprefs Queen, was thrown 
by the iinall-pox, with which ihe was feized 
at the /ame time as the Emperor Jofeph's 
firft confort, to whom the dileafe was fataL 

. LETTER XIL 

TO A fRISND AT MILAN. 

From the defcription which I have given 
>ou of the premature death of this fovereign^ 

D 2 an 
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and of the extreme danger into which my 

Patroiicis was thrown at the fame time, you 
may conceive how pnngeat muft have been 
my.aiiUdiony at theie mournful events. It was 
eafy to read in my countenance, the inter- 
tial agitation of nxy mind ; nor was there a 
fmgle pcriou from whom 1 could conceal 
it. My confufion, my tears^ the being con« 
tinually in the gallery of the imperial palace, 
mid perpetually making enquiries of thcT 
phyficians and ladies of the court, concern- 
ing the ftate of my Patroneis^s healthy tod 
plainly difcovered to the crowd of cour- 
tiers, my confufion and exce6 of grief. I 
fmcerely alTure you, my dear friend, that 
among the many fad cataftrophes to which 
I have been fubje(^ during lixty-nine years^ 
this would have been the moft terrible, if it 
had not pleafed divine providence to heat 
the fervent piajci5 of licr iubjccH. . 

Vieni]0> 1767.'^ 
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LETTER XIIL 

TO PADRE PAZZONIy MA£STRO DI 
CAPELLA, IN SIENA* 

Though I cannot, without manifeft 
ingratitude, doubt of your afFedion, yet 
every confirmation of it which you kindly 
give me, has all the grace and efficacy of 
novelty. I fliould be totally infciiuble, not 
to be pleaied with the perufai of your laft 
letter, in which is difplaycJ at once, all the 
candour and opennefs of your good hearty and 
the honouicJ iiud enviable place which I 
Occupy in it : a place of which I have great 
r^afbn to be jealous and proud. Witli this 
confidence, not doubting pf the fimilarity of 
our featiments, I muft entreat you to come 
to an explanation with this generous, and 
worthy lady, by whofe partiality I am np 
lefs confufed than pleafed. Firft begin by 
aflerting my infinite gratitude and refpcil j 
and then proceed to implore her to fpare me 
the mortification of feeing in print, as (he 
intends, any of my familiar letters. The 
public merits refpetl from all, and particu- 
larly from myfelf; nor can I have the 
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courage to expert from it that indulgence 
with which I am honoured by my friends. 
The major part of my letters having been 
written in hafte, were never read by myfelf, 
and God knows how many repetitions^ trivi- 
alities, and negligences, I fhould be con- 
demned to blulh for. I have fufficient mo- 
tives to fear for my moft laboured works ; and 
I beg of her not to encreafe the number of 
thofc fears luinecenkrily. Unite, therefore, 
your friendly Iblicitations with my own, to 
prevail on this lady, my proteftrcfs, not to 
put her defign in pradice, — tell her that it 
would be an infult, not a favour, to oblige aa 
honeft man to quit his bed-room, and 
cxpolc hutifclf pubhcly, in his night-gown 
and flippers. 

Adieu, my dear friend. I abfolutely de- 
pend on your friendfhip^ to prevent this 
drcaJcu pubUcation. But at the laiiic time, 
do not conceal the gratitude with which I 
ani imprefled by the obliging, and favour- 
able, though ill-founded opinion, which has 
givea bii tii to diis idea. ' 

Vicniii, January 29, 1^67, 



There is no date to the following: letter : 
. but it feems to have been written about thi& 

time. 
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time, when the poet 'was oppreffed by forced 
ham of his time and opinions^ to authors, 

whole works 

^ With lad dvUity, he ik, aid reaj 

With honeft anguilh^ and an aching \mAJ*iwm 

B«fet by wits, an uiidiftinguifh'd race. 
Who Eril his judgment aik, and then a place."— 

Popi, 

But the Italian bard more patient and left 

peevifli than the Englifh, brufhes off his tor* 
mentors geatly, and difmifles them in 
good humour. His reputation, however, 
muft fomctimes have fuflfered on the fide of 
iincerity, or good jtafte, where his praifes of 
obfcure authors, which were alwaj^^s iiiftant- 
ly pubUihed by thofe on whom they were 
beftowcd, bordered ou hyperbole. Whether 
the ibnnets, mentioned in the following let* 
ter, defer ved the encomiums beftowpd upon 
them by the Imperial Laureat, we know hot, 
as they, and even tha name of their author, 
^en|i ecpiaUy unknown in the Uterai^ world. 
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LETTER XIV. ' • 

TO THE CAVALIER ANTOK-TILIFPO 

ADAMI. 

I SHALL not dwell Igng on the cxceflive 
expreffions of efteem with which you honour 
ttie, ill order to elcapc the dilagreeablc talk 
of defending myfeif. from the afTaults of 
vanity, which might inllduouily icduce me, 
coming from inch high authority* I am 
abafhed by your too favourable opinion ; yet 
I ihall not attempt to undeceive you, fearing 
to lliake the foundation of the friendfhip 
which \oxk oScr me, and which I wi(h to 
deferve. 

I have perufed, and re-peruied, the fbnnets 

which you have been pleafcJ, Sir, to commu- 
nicate to me, and always with juft admira- 
tion. I have found in them all, force, dig- 
nity of ftyk, deep learning, lively fancy, 
and above all, that unity, proportion, and 
correfpondencc of the feveral parts, which 
diftinguiih an inhabitant of PariiafTus from a 
paffengen Though I am pleafed with them 
all, the fonnets upon providence have ftruck 
me the moil. Perhaps the countenance of 
• • • thefe • 
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thefe being lels auftere, diftinguilhes them, 
when compared with their companions* 
Your highly poliflied productions, whencve 
you Oiall be pleafed to communicate them to 
me. Will always be received with pleaiure. 
And if you accompany them with any com* 
mands, you will greatly gratify my impa- 
tience to convince you of the relpeft and 
obedience with which you have inipired me. 

The following letters to an author, who 
forced the poet mto a correfpondence, by 
prefenting to him his works without previ- 
ous acquaintance or introdu&ion, will per- 
haps make the reader wonder that he never 
heard of {o accompliihed a writer. 

LETTER XV- 

TO THE ABATE SILVIO BALBIS OF SALUZZO. 

You mufl not imagine that the juft tri- 
bute of pra.ifc which I fuiccrely beftow on 
the magnificent poetical epiftle which you 

have been pleated to lend nie, is the effe£l 

of the gratitude due to you for your exceifive 

partiality. Its own merit has no occafion to 
be fupported or exalted by the fecret influ- 
ence of my ieli-luve. Therefore, jfepaiate 
^ the 
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|hc debts of the one from thq other, and 
allure yourfelfy that truth aud juiUcc 
oblige me to confefs, what I could not with- 
out rcmorfe deuy^ that I have not for a 
long time fecn a compofition which has 
given mc equal pleaiure. The clear, noble» 
harmonious felicity of ftyle, and the coii- 
^exiou and choice of ^our thoughts, make 
me regard as portentous, the maturity of the 
produdtioQS of fo young a writer. If your 
circumftances and fituation, of which I am 
ignorant, allow you with prudofioe to chufe 
^ ftudy among the uieful and glorious, unite 
jouirfelf m the flri£l bonds of frieudihip with 
the mufes, and I will be anfwerable for the 
dillinguilhcd aud elevated rank at which you 
will foon arrive in Parnaflus. Having 
afforded me fo fak W qpc^fiou fgr admir- 
ing your talents, afford me likewife that of 
ibrving you, and belieye {pe to be, with juA 

<;ftee!n and ackiiowkdgmcnt, &c. 

yienna, March i^, i76Zf 



The fiibfequent letters to the fame cor* 
rcfpondent, contain further encomiums' on 
his writmgs. Metaftafio fent this Abate a 
copy of his feveral dramas, previous to; 
general publication ; and he leems to have 
* - merite4 
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merited this diftin&ion^ not only as his admi-* 
rcr, but champion ; as the poet in one of 
his letters, ^ thanks him and the ladies and 

gentlemen of Saluzzo for defending his poor 
dramas from the injuries which they daily fuf-^ 
fcr in ail the theatres of Europe, from thole 
ignorant and vain vocal heroes and heroines, 
who having fubllituted the imitation x of 
flageolets and nightingales to human affec- 
tions, render the Italian Aage a national 
difgrace, in the opinion of thofe countries 
which have been obliged to us for all their 
knowledge of the art." 

This alludes to the abridging and chang- 
ing the fcenes and airs of his dramas, to 
humour the capriee of fingers, who diire- 
garding charader, place, and propriety, not 
only in Pafiiccio operas, but in every other, 
where no fcruple is made to introduce an 
jiria itaiiiita^ or di bravura, which has been 
applauded in a former drama, without the 
leaft attention to the preceding recitative, or 
bufinefs of the icene. Thefe airs taken but of 
their original iiiciie^ when tranflated in the 
books of theopera,continue to incline the good 
people of England to imagine the words of. 
an opera to be all mnfcnfe ; and that even 
the muri<;:al dramas of Metaflafio are as ab- 

furd 
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lurJ and fubjcdl to ridicule, as thofc which 
Addiibn has defcribed with {o much plea- 
laixtry, in the SpiHalor. 

Reciprocation of compliments of the high- 
cft i iud, feems, about this time, to have 
^ffed between the poet and Siguor D. Bal^ 
iiajjarre Papadia, Though we have never 
feen the letters of this correfpondent, wc 
may judge of his reverence and partiaUt^ for 
Metaftafio, by the anfwers to them, which 
for elegance and urbanity, appear to merit 
tranflation and infertion, as much as any let-» 
ters of the kind in the coilediioiu 



LETTER XVL 

TO SI6N0R. D. BALDASSARRE PAPADIA. 

It would be neceffary to pofTefs all the 
ftoical infcafibility of Zeno and Cleanthes^ 
Jong to refift the temptations of vanity, with 
which you ailail the moderation which I 
ought to poflefs, in fpeaking of my dear Par- 
thcnope. (Naples.) But you. Sir, by an 
<rf)liging impulfe of affcdion, have endea- 
voured to give it a great fliock. God for- 
give ydu. All that you defcribe in your 
ckgaiat letter, and all you imagine in your 
- - % fublime 

f 
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fublime Sonnet, not only exceed the nansow 

' limits of my merit, but coulpire to deprive 

' me of the true knowledge of myfelf. Hea- 
ven knows what will be the coafequeace of 

j fuch feduciag praifcs, addrefleJ to a poet! 

j, However, amidft all this danger, I cannot 
help congratulating myfelf for the' good for- 
tune which has procured me fuch valuable 

! friends ; whofe judgment, however partial, 
will help to f\ipport my credit. I wifli your 
great poetical vigour and noble imagination, 
which have appeared fo manifeft in the nar« 
row compafs of fourteen lines, materials 

I more proportioned to their powers than the. 

I gratuitous praifes beitowed on me. And 
fliall be anxious to fecure vour efteem by the 
gratitude and reipedful aife&ion with which 

!• you have inlpircd, your, &lc^ 

Vieima, December xz,- ^liSL 

LETTER XVIL 

TO THE SAME. 

TjHB juftice which I render your poetical 
taknts, doeii not deierve the exceilive grati* 
tudo which you have exprefled in your laft 
obliging letter. But it has lerved to dil- 

cover 
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cover that laudable and uncommon modera-*' 
tion, which is more frequently found iii 
thofe who have atchievcd honourable and 
difficult enterpriiesy than in iuch as twang 
the ufclcfe lyre. 

I am pleaied at your having chofea a 
fpecies of poetry which precifely requires 
that clear, harmonious fweetii^ls, fiicility, 
and elegant fimplicity, to which you were by 
nature at firft, vifibly inclined. I wiih with 
folicitude for the arrival of the complete 
edition of your works ; and am, in fpite of 
the laconic brevity to which my laboriout 
bufinels of writing condemns me, &cC* 

Vienna, February lo> ijS^ 

LETTER XVIIL 

TO THE SAM£. 

Truly fenfible of the partiality with which 
you honour me, by th^ communication of the 
two paftoral Eclogues which youihave lauda- 
bly undertakeix to write on the iliuftrious 
inodcl of the Sicilian and Mantuan bards, I 
beg your acceptance of my moft grateful 
acknowledgments. But your obliging par^ 
tiality exceeds all bounds, if you fuppofe mc 

• 
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to be fufficieutly qualified, or courageous, td 
alTume the office of corredor. I am not (o 
deplorably ignorant of mylclf j and if, ua- 
jfbrtunately, I were, nature would oppofe tpe 
in fuch an ill-advifed undertaking. If your 
virtuous modefty requires criticifoit tend 
€0unfel> in your poetical labours, how caii 
you ever fail to find them in your native 
city, the nurfe of io many rare and fublimc 
geniufes, and in which the mufes have 
eilabiiihed their favourite reiidence i iforgi vc, 
however, this courteous infult, as it mani* 
feils your bhndneis to my inability* 

Vienna, May ij, i;69* 



Signor Papadia having folicited Metailafio 
to confide to him fbme of his profe writings, 
mentioned in his Letter to Diodati, particu- 
larly his extrads and remarks on the Poetics 
of Arxilotle, he declines complying with this 
requefl, on account of the confufed and 
incorred ilate in which thefe papers had 
long remained. But in anfwer to another 
application from the fame correfpondent, 
we have in the following letter, the difcuf- 
iion of a curious queftion in ^cient Mytho* 
logy. 

LET- 
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LETTER XlX. 

TO SIG. PAPADiA. 

After having coaiulted the oracle of our 
times, the learned Sig« Martorelli^ to whom 
I have rccourfe mjlelf, for the rulutioa of 
literary difficulties, with what cooicience 
could you expc(5l from mc, deep uiioraiatioa 
concerning the facrifices of the ancients to 
their divinity Cupid ? Do you wifli to tempt 
me to be guilty of temerity ? If that was 
your motive, you committed a great mis- 
take : as my ruling defeat militates moft 
powerfully againft fuch fedu6i:ion. After 
you have applied to my dear and much 
refpe£led Sig. Martorelli^ what can I do but 
repeat what he has iaid ; that I remember 
no treatife ex profejjo on the lubje6t propofed. 
If it be a&ed what were the' olFerino-s and 
iacrifices of the ancients to Venus ; you 
muft yourfelf recolle6l, that they were innu- 
merable rofes, myrtles, incenfe, fifh, fliells, 
doves, and I know not what* Nof can it 
have efcaped you, that Lucian, in one of 
his meretricious dialogues, will have it, that 

♦ 

a white female kid (of goat) was lacrificed 

to 
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to the popular Venus ; aiid to the celeftiaU 
a female calf ; but if you alk the fame 
quelllon with regard to Cupid, it will be 
more difficult, for me to anfwer. In that 
inoil abuadaiit mythological prompter of 
Nivalis ^mes^ where the flowers^ trees, 
^nd animals dedicated to each particular 
<}eity of the Pagans, ftre carefully fpecified, 
Cupid is omitted. Eut what is ftill worfe, I 
am riot fure that this God, fo univerially 
adored, ever had a Temple iu any place 
dedicated iblely to his fervice. I never 
remember to have heard or read that he had 
one in Rome ; and Nardinij the moft dili* . 
gent inveiligator and illuilrator of the imalU 
eft ftone in that city, gives iis no infbrma- 
tion on this fubje£i. We might indeed fuf* 
Ipedl, that there was one > in Greece, in the 
city of libefpia^ as Pauianias in Bceoticis^ 
aflerts,^ that Cupid wa^ there adored with 
peculiar veneration ; but he makes no men-* 
tion of any particular edifice there that was 
confecrated to him: nor where that won-* 
xlerful work of Fraxitiles^ the celebrated mar- 
ble ftatue of Citpid, was placed, that Cajui 
caufed to be tranfported from Theipia to Ronxe, 
which Claudius {ent back to Greece; and 
which being laftly reconducted to Rome by 
VOL. III. s order 
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order of Nero, periflied there afterwards, ttt 
the flames* Perhaps iome of the hiilorians 
who treat of the anions of thi« Emperor 
may inform us where it was placed at 
Rome, and with what facred ceremonies 
the Romans had received it. But as iuch 
amorous refearches are more analogous" to 
your time of life than mine, to you I ihali 
abandon the enterprife. 

The prclent of your Tifeocrkus which you 
kindly intend me, will be moft gratefully 
received ; and 1 hope you will foon find a 
rapid conveyance for it, which will fecoml 
my impatience. In the mean time, put my 
obedience to any teft you pieafei within the 
limited iphere of my adivity, and believe 
fne conftantly, &c. 

VieonAt March I2> 1770. 



In a fub&quent letter to Sig. Papadioj 

^ctaftafio acknowledges the receipt of his 
paftoral Eclogues ; of which he lays: ^'1 am 
.highly pkaibd to hear again the ancient 
fweet pipe of the amorous ihepherd of 
Siracvifc, nic^iagcJ by your lips : and the 
facility with which you play upon it, thanks 
to the unalogv between you, authorizes me 

to 
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to hope, that you will not let it again long 

remain mute, duftjr, and ufeleft/* 

He afterwards fpeaks of other paftorah 
received from tiiis author : " full of inno- 
cence, and yet noble, replete with imiling 
images, and nourifhed by the Bucolic genius 
the Greeks and Romans, of which even 
the language is become familiar to you.*^ 
This correlpondence continued till the yeaf 
1781^ 



END OF THB FIRST SECTIOlT^ 
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SECTION II. 

A MONG Metaftafio's correfpondents, to 
whom his letters are prefervcd, there are 
many female writers, and women of talents ; 
who ambitious of his counfel, or, at Icaft of 
his praile, fent him their works. Though 
he did not (eem to afpire at thefe honours^ 
yet he received them with due politenefs 
and gallantry. We have already pven 
ipecimens of the tendernefs with which he 
perufed and revifed the writings of Signora 

Accarigi (e). 

The following letter to a lady who had 
fent him a copy of verfes under the feigned 
academical name of J^ilia Egircna, or chal* 
lenge to a poetical iutercourfe, is fo polite, 
fportive, and gallant, that it is difficult ta 
imagine it to have been written, even by a 
poet, at the age of fixty-nine. 

[i) This alludes to a letter written in I774> but the 
^orrefpgndince contiaued to 1776. 
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LETTER I. 

TO S^GNORA MARIA FORTUNA. 

Whether the beautiful Stanzas addrefled 
to me, and delivered by the common poft^ 
^re the production of a fliepherd ojr fliepr 
iierdels, they will always excite my wonder 
and gratitude. They^ arc fo replete with, 
^ood ienfe and candour, and fupported by 
iuch SL fweet, noble, glear and harmonious 
fepiRty, that the writer has no occafion to 
paitigate critical rigour by the reipe& due 
jto the fair fex. I profefs myfelf infinitefy 
obliged to whomever is the author. But if, 
as my felf-love inclines nie to believe, it i$ 
truly the produ&ion of a female pen, I beg 
the ingenious, obliging ihep.herdefs, who 
has done me fuch honour, to forgive my 
doubts, and not to treat them with difdain, 
as they ariie from that uncommon merit 
which exalts her above her peers.. Nor let 
her condemn my difcourtefy, if I decline 
foliciting my jaded mufe tp furnifli me with 
^ reply ^In the iirft place, Ihe is not now 
lb ready at the call of an old hufband, as 
formerly, attlifit of a younglover. ,^nd befides 

» 3 this. 
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this, fate haviug placed me, though uuwor<* 
thy, at the foot of the Imperial throne, has 
procured me, and ilill procures, fuch ire- 
queut poetical challenges, that the duty of 
anfwering them, would have robbed me of 
the time neceffary to my employment, if I 
had not from the beginning, though fome* 
times unwillingly, declined reciprocation,—* 
And if at prefent I were to change my 
lyftem, I fliouid incur the juft indignation of 
all thofe whom I have hitherto involuntarily 
negledted. Suffer me therefore, if not in 
the language of the Gods, at leaft in one 
more familiar to truth, to aiTure you, that 
I have the honour to be, with the moil; 
grateful and perfed eileem, &c« 

Yicnpai, November , 1767, 

LETTER IL 

TO $IG|N0RA GIACINTA BETTI ONOFEI, 

AT BOLOGNA, 

For many folid reafbns too long to be 
- detailed here, it will not be in niy power to 
fecond your ardent wifhes in the work you 
mention. Receive at leaft kindly, my dear 
Siguora Giacinta, the gounfel that I (haH 

I veutMrci 



Digitized by 



( 55 ) 

venture to give you. The merit of the fub- 

jc& which you have to celebrate in your 
native language, cannot be exprefled with 
due energy by any one whofe mind is not 
impreifed with it in the lively manner which 
you feem to feel. Boldly, therefore, take 
. your pen, and be afTured, that your extraor* 
dixiary talents, animated by that ardour which 
reigns throughout your letter, will fuggeft 
ideas to you; which can never prefent them- 
felves to the cold imagination, even of a 
gr^t poet. Nothing is impoflible to your 
abilities; and I feel myfelf already difpofed 
(o admire them, even in this new enterprife. 

Vienna, September 26, I768. 

E T T E R III. 

TO THE SAME* 

" The obligiiig manner in which you have 
informed me of the new ftate into which 
you will have entered when tliis letter 
arrives, is an amiable inftance of your 
regard* The laudable qualities, with which 
you are well acquainted, of the fpoufe 
whom providence has deflined for you, are 
the moft certain ntieans of tranfmuting your, 

E 4 perhaps, 



( S6 ) 

perhaps too lively quickfilver intp gold, $Xkd 
to coiiftitute all the felicity of which we arc 
capable. This is not only what I with, but 
boldly predid: certain that you will CO7 
operate on your part in . procuring it, and 
not draw on yourlelf all tlie blame pf a 
failure. 

A long letter would ill correfpond with 

your prefeat gay occupauons : aflure your- « 

felf therefore of my iincere wifhes.ibr. your 

happiaels, aud believe me invariably yours. 

Vkimai Fd)niac7 a> 1^69* 

.LETTER IV. . 

TO THE SAME. 

Your acquaintance, moft dmiable Sig- 

nora Giacinta, with my dear Gemeilo, the 
Cavalier Brofchi, is a new motive for the, 
:encreafe of that efteem which I have always 
had for you : as bis excellent fliifcernment 
alfures me of the merit of thole peribns with 
whom iie is in habits of irttimacy. And I 
envy you both that mutual enjoyment of 
each other's company, at \vhich I can never, 
afpire. Though i>Hio is my cldeil daughter^ 
■ I fhall never pardon her for having been the 
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Qccafion of any danger to my beloved Cava* 
lier Brorclu(/). Tfai$ undutiful daughter 
Ji^s but ill feconded the inclinations of hef 
£fe, by incooamoding pei^ns that are ib 
^ear to me. I flatter myfelf, hqwever, by 
yottr account, that accident had no leri« 
pus confequences ; and I beg you to be thp 
^bearer of my moft aSe^onate ^iflie^ to thii^ 
worthy iriqid. 



Metaft^iio-s ccirreipondence with this lady, 
who was a poctefs, a mufician, and an elec- 
trician, continued till the year 1779* But 
what ilill feems more to have contributed tq 
lier &vour with the ImperialLaureat, was her 
refidence at Bologna, and being ui friendfliip 
Kvtth Farindli ; of whom he takc9 occafion to 
'fpeak with the warmcft and moft cordial 
^ffe£tioj|i, in ahnoA aU the letters which he 
addreffed to her, 

f* You have obliged me extremely (fays 
l^q in 1 771) my dear Signora Giacinta, by 
"honouring me with the continu^ce of your 
^orrelpondence, find ajfTuriflg me of the af- 

X/1 AUudipg to a fid! at the ^qieia^hou&iii Bcijlogn^ a| 

^ ichearial of Didom ahbandonata^ 

3 fcdlionatc 
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fc6llonatc remembrance which my dear and 
refpe^ed friend Sig. Carlo Brofcbi retains for 
me» which I return with a mutual and moil 
conftant reciprcxration. I love and efteem 
him as much as it is pofiible for a man to be 
loved and eftecmed, who has lb far furpafled 
all his peers, not only by his excellence in the 
charniing art which he profeffed, but by the 
uncommon virtuous qualities of his mind^ 
which have rcnJcicd Inm amiable, and ad- 
mirable, in every fituation into which fortune 
has thrown him. Deliver to him in my 
name, I entreat you, my mqft ^Se&ionat^ 
compliments \ and if the Docior,your fpoufe 
(M^hom \ devoutly reverence) has no objeq* 
tion to the commiflion, give him for me 9, 
thouiand moft cordial embraces." 

In another letter to this lady, ipeakiag of 
FaruielU's magnificent manfion (called a 
palace) at Bologna, he fays : my imagina* 
tion has conveyed me to the habitation of 
my dear Gemello, where I have feen the 
fplendid di^corations of Nitetli(^) in all the 
perfedion which he fuggefted to the ingeni- 
ous artifts he employed i and in Ipit^ of the 

♦ 

(^) Th^ opera was performed in Farinelii's houie, with 
the kxnt decorations with which it was originally repre- 
fented at the court of Spain. 

diilancQj, 
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diftance, and widiout the afriftance oi a pen- 
cil, poetical fancy has prefented to me the 
amiable figure of Sig?iora Giadnla, of vvbicii 
Ihe muft doubtlefs be poilefled, in order to 
bear any proportion with the ferenity, grace, 
and vivacity of her miud. figure to yourfelf 
the pleafure I muft have received from the 
ialutations of my beloved friend, procured, by 
your means. But I beg you to complete the 
work, and render him, in my ftead, a modeft 
but afFeftionate embrace. 1 have inteiefted 
myfelf as I ought, in all the joys and ibrrows 
whichyou have been pleai'ed to communicate 
to me; and I pray, and hope, that. in future, 
.fortune may not lb frequently change frotu 
the firft to the iecond. Take care, my much 
refpeded Signora Giacinta, not to truft too 
much to the fklacious magic of poetry, when 
you wifh to vanquifh the chilnefs of philofb^ 
phy. The inchantments of ParnaiTus hav^ 
fbme efficacy in the theatre, fupported by 
the harmony of the lyre or trumpet ; but are 
totally impotent when we dare to try their 
power beyond the limits of fi^ioo*. The 
magic which feldom fails, and which moil 
infallibly governs the human heart, is that 
with which nature gratuitoufly fiirniflies you 
females, who witl^ut poring over bool^ 

with 
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with a (mile, a glance, a word, a iludicd ncg-r 
ligence, perform daily fucb- Wonders, as the 
jgrals-hoppers qjf Helicon never have aor 
never will atchieve. Seek, therefore, smong 
ihe veileis of your own difpcnfary, and you 
will certainlf find a ^lecific adapted tq your 
^vants/* 

Smch politenefs and gallantry from a maQ 

in his eightieth year, to a female whom he 
^had never ieen, and at a period of time lb 
near the total extiufiipn of all chivalry ^ vyill 
iferpriie the prefent a^c, and p^rha^pe ofib|id 
^he next. 

This lady, a fin^tterer in natural philoije^ 
phy and eleftricity, in a fetter to Mctaflafio, 
^having exprelfed her terrors at a flight ihoc)c 
of an earthquake at Bologna, in flrong 
4ind violent terms, and her tranfport^ of joy 
ion the opportunity which it had aiforded for 
■electrical experiments to illuftrate die fyftenx 
which afcribes to that power thi^ tremeud- 
cm e<Fcft ; the poet lays : ** I know not 
whether I ought to condole or congratulate 
you on this event, in chriftian charity, J 
ought to pray againft ^xthquakes, but 
afraid of offending you hy wifliing to deprive 
you of the pleafur^ of making experiments 
|o demonftff te yqur j^^purite fyftem- It 
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tSFouU be a curious pioblem^that by its folu- 
166I1 ihofuld prove, how your happinefe conlA 
dcpeiKi ou earthquakes ; bul;» then we muid: 
Imye i*eeourle ta pfailofophy : a name whicli^ 
you pr4»iibribe,. abhor, aud detelL So that in 
thk dilec^ma^ I perceive with what oaulani 
my form of prayer mu& be made, wben^ at 
f he feme dme^ I imptorc the extirpation of 
earthquakes, and the iblid and daily eiicreale 
«f that ekfkical power to^ winch you decUM 
yourielf indebted for all your felicky/* 

The Rest Kterary female correfpoiide&t 
who fought the eracular opinioii of the poet» 
in bid old age, cmneeming her work9| fouMl 
him iHli more auspicious to her takats^ br^ 
at leaft, her vanity, than to thoft of any one 
of the Safqiho family already mentioned, as 
the fcdiowing letters will manifeft* 

I. E T T E R -V- 

TO SIGNORA DONNA ELEO NORA DI FONSECA 

PIM£NT£L, 

The poetical eflays, particularly the ept- 

thalamliim, of which you have obligingly 
favoured me with a copy, for the noble and 

Irarmonioiis facility of the verfification, the 

lively 
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lively imagts which animate afld coloilf 
theoiy as well as for the abundant hiftorkal 
and mythological aiiiihoas with which they 
are enriched, would be extremely worthy of 
praife in thcmfelves,- apart from all other 
confiderations I but when we refleA on thefe 
being the firft productions of a lady who has 
icarcely begjn her fourth luftre (26th year) 
their merit is cncreafed to fuch a degree, as 
to become marvellous* You have very wifely 
forefeen, that fuch a ufurpation of the rights 
t>f our fexy at my age, might perhaps have 
excited in me fome degree of jealouly ; but 
with equal ingenuity and courtefy, you have 
idminiilered the antidote^ by aiTuring me^ 
that you owe all the fermentation of yotir 
native poetical fire, to the afiiduous perufal of 
my writings. I readily give credit, without 
examinatign, to this obliging afTertion; being 
extremely glad to unite to the duty of that 
juflice whiclji I render you, the iutereft of 
felf-love. Contuiue to be the honour and 
envy of your fex, by advancing in a way cor- 
refpondent to thefe wonderful beginnings, 
and believe me, &c« 

i 

Two 
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Two years aft^r, this young lady fends 
him more of her poetical compohtions, which 
are praiied by the 'veteran Laureat with equal 
warmth and gallantry. Indeed he adds to 
his encomiums the encouraging afliirance^ 
that ihe has greatly fui paiTed his expe&a« 
tions. 

This correfpondence continued till the 
year 1776; and he not only perfeveres in 
fMraiiing her produdions, but, at her earnell 
reij^ueft, reviles, and corre(Si:s laiall gram- 
matical errors and poetical inaccuracies ; a 
talk to which he had always great repug- 
nance, well knowing how much eafier it is 
topraife a bad poem, than corrcft it. 
* . But this lady not only confuit^d the bard, 
as the oracle of Apollo, with refpedt to her 
poetical compofitions, but as the ^oracle of 
Delphos, in other important concerns ; par- 
ticularly on the fubje& of travdUng, which 
is big with fuch inconvenience and danger 
to females, that fhe {eems in the letter, to 
which the following is an aniwer, to have 
wifhcd herfelf of the other fex. 



I.ET- 
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LETTER YI- 

TO SIGNORA PIMENTEI** 

At the firft fight of your laft moft obll^* 
aag letter, 1 wiihed (in fpite of my pasito 
difpofition) for a good dofe of Archilochcaa 
bile, to furniih me with a torrent of yei^-' 
mou6 Iambics agaiaft that evil geniuo, which 
having fo kmg exercifed his wicked power 
over the iiuioceiit haad of the gentle Donna 
Ekamraf has malicioufly defraud^ me the 
pleafiire of her correfpoadeaee. But upoa a 
iecsond peru&l, and maturely confideriag thia 
very Hvely letter, J find it abound with i\icl|> 
excellent ideas, and fedudng expreffionA^ 
which, being unable in conlcience to apply to 
myfelf, I am obliged to aicribe my happtfie& 
to that inconvenient and pajmfvd accidcu^ ^» 
which like the bank» of a river. Had doubk4 
th^ force of your u^al eloquence. This 
true induflion, indeed narrows the limits of 
my vanity, but not of my gratitude; of 
which the partiality of a courtcuus ialiabitant 

* The lady had hurt her hand by a fall, which had oc^ 
cafioned her long fiknce. 

of 
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of Parnaffus, who chufes me for the obje£l of 
her poetical flights, exa£b a very large por« 
tion. But remember, moft amiable Donna 
MkoMora^ that it is not always fafe to truft to 
the light fuggeftions of fancy in your poetical 
paroxifms« What an unjuft and ungrateful 
ccaiurc; has it diftated agaiiiii the poor ia« 
lioccnt gown (female garb, petticoat) which* 
inveils the fair-fex with fuch convenience, 
pre-emiiience, ornament and decorum ! and 
what are its crimes and defeds ! Becauie it 
is an impediment to travelling ? and Whither 
would you go i and what to lee ? would you 
fly from the warm Seheta (h) to the frozen 
Danu^j merely to have a near view of a 
miferable Roman ruin, placed there by acci* 
dent^ with which, notwithilanding its 
diftance, you are already fuffieiently ac- 
quainted; or would you traverfe Afia and 
Africa, as far as the icy regions of Lapland, 
in orderi phiiofophically, to combine the vari-^ 
ous inclinations and cuftoms of the earth's 
inhabitants t and thus making a mintate 
analyfis of humanity, enable yourfelf (as you 
vainly hope) to form, in the Cartefian man- 
UQtp a clear and diiliu6i idea of it i Both thefir 



{h) A river in the neighbouihppd of Naples. , 

, voL« iiu F ente^* 
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cnterpril'es are equally ufeleis ; (ince the 

moihdering ruins, which excite in you iuch 
curiofity, are certainly not worth the trouble 
of fo long a journey ; on the contrarj, they 
would be of infinitely lt& value to you, when 
ieen, than at a diftance i as yotir imagination 
has the happy power of embelliihitig^ unieen, 
whatever preients itfelf to yoiir mind. And 
the undertaking to qualify yourfelfy accurately 
to define that ftrange compound of contra- 
diction, called man^ fhould be ranked in the 
Humber of impoiiibilities. As I hoi J it for 
certain, that there exifts not an individual of 
the Ipecies, who does not c\ cry uiilaat differ' 
from himfelf ; and we may inform ourfelves 
of tliole pecuharities, which are tiuiverlally 
allowed, without quitting our country ; for 
though the cornice may be infinitely varied, 
the building is always the &mt* In every 
corner of the Cartli,men Lire equally the (port 
of their own paiiions^ A taile for plealiire 
every where prevails : hence the indilpenfiblc 
want of fociety ; yet every onie is con^iribg 
againft thofe rcilraints, without which fo- 
ciety cannot fufofifl:«r All regard feaibh a$ the 
neceilar) attribute of human natvirc ; and all 
tske her for their guide in the tranla£tions of 
life i but each- moulds her to his own fancy 

and 
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i^nd corivenicnce. So that I advife you,' my 
much refpeded Donna Ekonora^ to make 
peace with your gown, detaching your 
thoughts wholly irom voyages io ulelefs, and 
big with hardfiiips and misfortunes ; and to 
encourage no other wiih or ambitiou, than 
that of diftinguifliing yoilrfclf arnong your 
peers, in the manner you have lb happily be- 
gun. Cultivate yoiir drdniatic talents, and 
from the Ipecimei^s which yo\i have already 
given of your abilities, I riot only hope, but 
venture to predid, your complete fucceis* 

Vienna, March 8, i;76. 



Metailafio having unfolded and difplayed 
in his dramas ail the affe6lion8 of the humau 
hearty feems in his letters to female authors, 
to have exhaufted the language 6f courteiy 
and politenefs. The following letter, the 
only one in the colledion to the &me lady^ 
^cems In a different key, and higher pitch of 
«f reipe^l and elegance, than any of thoie 
to his other female correfpondeiits, ahead/ 
inferted; 



i% , LET- 
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LETTER VIL 

TO SIONORA OOKKA CATTSRIKA ISAQOf M 

CALVU 

|f the beneficent . feducer» who has been 
able to iiii^ire you, madam, with (b much 
fartiaUty in my favour^ were known to me^ 
1 certainly (hould moft devoutly addrefs every 
^ecie$ of prayer an4 fupphcation, to engage 
him to eftablifh me in the poffeffion of 2t 
bleflingy which 1 have great reaion to fear I 
fliall be unable to preferve. The efteem of 
a peribn who voluntarily adds to io many 
escceHent qualities of her iex, merely as ac* 
compliihments, thofe iludics and h^rious 
occt^ations which are our duties, is an zC" 
qoi&MRf which, however ufurped, might 
tempt the moft mature phUofophic^I mode- 
ration with vanity. 

I have great realbn to fufpeft that Signor 
m^JU^j your moft wgrthy conlort, has beenn 
guilty of the whole, or the chief part, of thi» 
fedudion— I know not whether it would b^ 
for my advantage to exprefk my ientiments 
of gratitude and devotion in peribn ; but am 
certain, that in ipite of the riik I fhould fun of 

undeceivo 
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imdeceiving you, I caimot help wiiliing it 
nuift ardetttly. ContiQue to lionour me with 
this favourable propenfity, thus voluntarily , 
beftowed: afibrd me an opportonity of me-> 
siting it, and believe me always, with due 
f efpe^t and efteem* to* 

Vieona, December 9, ijjz. 

In order to fin^ih the poet's eorrefpond- 
cnce with literary Ladies, and Females of 
^ents, we ihall deviate a little from regukur 
chronology. The following letters, like th« 
preceding to females of this clais, were ex* 
torted from him by perfons whom he never 
faw,,orby theirfrieiids. jHc fcems, however, 
to have received all th^ applications, not 
only with patience, but to have anfwered 
them with good breeding, and even kind\ 
pefe ; and if the correlpondence is continued, 
his philanthropy vifibly matures into friea^J 

LETTER VIII. 

TO SIQNORA MARIA ROSA COCCIA. 

A FORTNIGHT 8go, I received a courteous 
|ett$f frpoj Monfignor RatxIi in which 
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Signora Maria Rosa Coccia was recdm- 

fXKiided to me, I auiwered this prelate, t)xat 
When I knew in what way I could be of ufe 
to the peribu recommemied, 1 Ihould not fail 
ieconding the wi(h of inch a mediator. A 
few days after I had fent my auiwer to the 
poft, a parcel was announced to me from the 
cu{lom<*houfe ; which, when examined, was 
found to contain, not only a very elegant 
letter from the faid Signora Maria Rosa, 
but three excellent pieces of \i^r mu.ficaJi 
comp<$fition, which I faw, and refpeded; 
' but was not able to judge uf their worth. I 
therefore iuftanUy called a perfon extremely 
Iklllful in the art, who, after carefully ex« 
amining them in ttxy pfefenee, and with great 
plcaiure, affured me, th^it tiiey were written, 
not only in a correct, t)at ms^fterly, manner. | 
rejoiced at this, and was flattered to find, that 
my dear country produced y6ung ladies of 
Ibch uncommon abilities. But I was morti- 
fied,at fiiidirg ipyfelf unable to prcxfure fuch 
rewards, as are due to their merit. The 
prihees of this court having, many } ears fince, 
made a rule, never to receive a prelent, pr 
dedication of any1x)ok, efpecially t)f p6etry, 
6r mufic; t6 fave themfeives from the iudilV 
creet torrent of &Qh homages as they were 
' . • , . • fof^i^aerly 
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formerly inundated with. Here muQc is, at 

prefent, in the laft ftage of decline ; and ni 
order to know the merit of luch a compofir 
tion as yours, luch knowledge is licccirary as 
is ' poffeffed by very few people : hence all, 
but particularly thole who may alTume the 
character of Mecsenas, can only appreciate 
mufical merit by the report of profeflbrs 5 
who being likewise men, and rubje6l to hu- 
man paffions, do not alway deliver their opi- 
nions with iincerity. So that not knowing 
what uic 1 can ultimately make of the ele- 
gant copies of your harmontcal labours,! fhall 
carefully preferve them till I have your in- 
ilru6tions. I beg you will not regard my in-< 
abihty, (at which on this occafion I feel in-r 
finite coneern) as a crime ; but believe me * 
to be, with fuicere wiflicij for more fuccefs in 
the execution of your future commandSj| 
j'ours, &c. 

Vieima, December 20,1777) 

« 

E T T E R IX, 

* 

TO THE SAMS, 

Your former letters,mofl refpededSignor^ 
|Iq5A, have informed me of your extro.rdi^ 

. 
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mry abilities in mufic ; but the laft has cony 
vinced me the uncommon goodaefi of 
your heart: full of docility, modefty, ancl 
propriety : virtues which feldom abound in 
perlons who, like you, can afford fuch plea* 
fure by the laudable fruits erf* their applica* 
tion* With theie wonderful talents, with fuQh 
' enviable, and rare difpofitions of the mind, 
and with the fervor which animates your 
exertions, you will encreafe the glory of our 
country; of which, as a fellow citizen, I (hail 
imagine mjfelf entitled to a (hare. The 
generous gift with which you have favoure4 
me, of your neat manufcript, for which 1 
am very grateful, fiiall be kept &cred for tb6 
pleafure of communicating it to fuch only as 
may know its true value ; . and at all times 
ftiall be carefully prelerved, and ready for, 
reftoration, whenever an opportunity may 
occur of making a better ufe of it. Your par- 
tiality towards me, I regard as a precious ac- 
quifition ; and long for an opportunity of 
meriting it, by the execution of your com- 
mands. 

Vienna, February 12, 1778, 



The chief fubjedt of the next letter to this 
lady, (1779) the poet's favourite cenfurc 

of 
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i^the cempImeiUs tie Jia/oitf which h« 

flcaounces to almoft all his correipondents. 

In 1 780, Signora Cocci a feat him a print 
fcpgraved from her pi6lure, for which the 
IbUo^ing }ettef contsun^ }u$ acki)owledg^ 
fn^atf. 

LETTER 3e. 

• T • • " 

TO THE SAME. 

You^ pbiigiiig attention, ia furniihing mil 
^ith aa impreflion of the engraving made 
from yoiir pidure, has given me iuiialte 
pieaiure ; as it has helped me to form an ide^ 
pf a perfon fo eilimable, in ipite of the libe- 
rality of the engraver, who has beftowcd 
iipon you more years than reaUy belong to 
you. I can, however, confole myfelf for this 
defed, by the other moll taithful intellectual 
pictures which you have feat me, ia your 
wonderful muficai eilays, by which you havt 
fb far outilript your peers, I regard ijiy 
veries ^ith the more partiality, for having 
incited you to make io laudable a ufe of your 
pleats. I am very g^d that you have been 
iiiformed of the juftiqe which I render jox^ 

ft yienna, >nd yw would have had mon 
3 firequeot 
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frequent confirmations of it in my own let- 
ters, if my age did not make the t^finei's of 
writing lb inconvenient to me. Furniffi 

nic, hov\ ever, occaiious for doing it with 
more efFedL 

Vienn3y February 14, ly^o* 

LETTER X\. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your commands, moil obligiiig Siguora 
Rosa, convince me how erroneous an opinion 
you have formed of me and my way of life, 
in bclicvino: me alert and robuft, and in the 
praf^ice of frequenting the court and peribhs 
of hioh rank. It is a lonor vvlulc fincc mv 
grQat' age and infirmities have permitted me 
to quit the alylum of my own houfe, except 
to perform the duties of religion, and even 
that, not coiillantlv. I have fmall hopes of 
'feeing: the Grand Duke and Dutchefs of MmC- 
C9V}', who are expefted here. But if by an 
accident, hardly poffible, fuch an event fhbuld 
happen, and 1 had the prefumption,unfolicited, 
to propofe to them an account of the fingular 
merit of mv admirable countrv-vvoman, how 
ts it poffible to hope, that after the million of 
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9bje£ls which will, hav^ taken poffeffioa of 
the nuud of this prince and priiipeis in thpif 
lon^ voyage ; among the innumerable ho- 
mages that will be rendered them at Rome ; 
amidft the feafts with wliich their prefencc 
will be celebrated, and the curiofity which 
they fhall have excited, tiiey fliould ever 
faxd the leaft trace in their memories, of an 
humble petition made to them in pacing 
through Vienna ? Your wifli Should have 
beei) iecQiided at Rome, by perfons dextrous 
in fuch matters, who know how to avail 
themfelves of daily circumfiances. I wifh 
moft ardently, that your fortune were equal 
to your merit ; and am extremely afflided to 
be able at pi eleut to offer nothing better, than 
ufeleis, though cordial, wiihes, for your prof- 
perity. 

Vienna, September 6^ 1781, 



We niuH now refume the correfpondencc 
with his old friend Signor Filipponi, in which 
we had only advanced to the cad of 1767. , 

The poet had iuch frequent applications 

* 

from bookfeUers, who were perpetually mul- 
tiplying editions of his works in all the great 
ipkies of Italy, particularly Turin, that he 

• ' ' * * feeo^s 
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fecms to have treated Sig* JLabj with a little 

lefs politenefs in the followirtg letter, than,^ 
when a young author, he had beftoWed pn 
Bcttinellu 

L JE T T E R Xil. 

* 

TO SIGKOK HL1PP0N1. 

Our Sig, Rabj does his duty in thinking 

^liis own intereft: but he is iQuch miftaken, 

if he imagines that I unmindful of miue. 
It is thy bufineis to judge of the refped and 

delicacy due froni me topriacc^ and princeflcs^ 

who h^ve rewarded jxay lahpuis with fuch 

fplendid magnificence. The oracles and ejfc 
^mples produced, are not fuifictent to autho- 
rize me to difpufc of things that are not my 
own ; he^ce, my dear Sig. Filipponi, adviie 
him to imitate my rcfignatjon. 

I participate fincerely in your affiidion, at 
the unexpe6led refclution which your exem- 
plary fon has taken; but who ki^ows, whether* 

his new ftatc of perfection, he will not 
afford you fuch caufe to rejoice, as will repay 
you for your prefent grief with inteiell \ I 
t)oth f^ifh and hppe it fincqrel^. 

' " ' ^ ' ' • The 



Digitized by Gopgle 



< 77, ) 

The Gazettes mull have mformed you o£ 
our earthquake and inundations. The firft, 
which happened m Yiennaf was ojoJi/ tre- 
mendous threats, without the leaft fatal 
^fied ; but ill the i^eighbourhood of the cit/ 
> of Neujladt^ the confcquences have been very 
ibrious. Yet the furious over-flowing of the 
Danube, thanks to the paternal goodnefs of 
Our moil ayguft fovereiga^ who with hand 
and heart has aflifted the wretched inhabit- 
ants of the dehiged fuburbsy ha^ not prodycfid 
Aofe tragical efFeAs which were juftly ap- 
prehended ; lb Uiat the evil iias been iuhuiteiy 
Icfe than the fright, from which we have not' 
yot jreciovered. Adieu, my disax friend ; take 
*5:are of ypur health, and believe me, &c. 

Viema, March 7, lybS* 

LETTER XIIL 

TO TU£ SAMJB. 

Vov have d<me wifely^ my dear Sig; 

Filipponi^ to fpare yourfelf in writing. I ftiall 
' ventme to take the fame liberty, as I feel too 
plainly, that though ours is the beft time of 
life for {^rating, it is very tmfavourable to 
writing; but» in this i^ountry, an Italiaa 

ama- 
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amflfiueniis, to whom a man can fzftly dic- 
tate, who wiihes that his letters may not diC- 
grace him, is a fifh very difficult to catch ; 
fo that I t>refer ihort letters, or iilence, to the 

greater evil of lofing my credit or my pa- 
tience. 

My poor Pegafus has trotted and galloped 
ib mudh, that being now full of fpavlns, he 
ought to eat his corn in quiet* My nnoft 
indulgent patronefs will, I hope, confid^r his 
crippled ilate, and not fopn oblige him to 
crawl tip the mountain. At present, I have 
no orders to obey ; and I have realou to re- 
Joice at my efcape. 

I had almoft madvertently let my pen be 
guilty of wifliing you a happy new year ; 
fuch is the force of bad habits ; but thank 
heaven, I ftopt juft at the inflant I was going 
to (lip* So that I (hall not only avoid this 
Aale and injurious formality, but am certain, 
that you will forgive me for the averiion I 
have to lb filly and troubleibme a cuftom. 

Count Canalcj with all his ample ftnd 
^ouriihing family, have received your tefti- 
monies of cftcem, with thehigheft pleafure ; 
and beg, reciprocally, to interchange good 
wiflics ; permit me likewife to offer up vow^ 
for every branch of your family^ facrcd, and 

profangi, 
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profane, whom I love, reverence, and honouft 

with all my ancient entire, and incorruptiblG 
afFedion. 

Vienna, December 31, 1768* 

LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I, ^ 

. God forgive you ! my dear friend, for pi'e- 

difting the necellity ot my clambering again 
up mount Parnaifus. After fo many jour- 
neys, ftumbles, and falls, does not it yet feem 
time for my poor jaded Pegafus to eat his laft 
feed in peace ? Iniiead of taking new fleps 
(as you fey) towards immortality, the pro- 
grels already made on the road, is loil, wiicn 
we dare to tranfcend the bounds which nature 
has prefer ibed to miferable humanity. 1 al- 
ready, but too well, know this melancholy 
truth, and wi(h to profit froin my knowledge ; 
but iiow am I to refifl the conflant and be- 
nignant clemency, which overlooking my 
infufSciency, flill wifhes to confer benefits 
Hpon me> 

Vieana, July 3> i}6). 
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LETTER XVi 

TO THE SAME. 

/ 

1 SHOULD not know how to account, mjf 
deareft friend, for the admiration with which 
jou have honoured my letter concerning thia 
Imperial family, if I did not refleft, that it 
contained nothing but plain truth, which, 
appears moft beautiful, when the ieaft im- 
beUiihed(i); my vanity, therefore, will allow 
me to take to myfelf no part of the praifesyou 
beftow on this fortunate letter. They have, 
however, fo far excited my curioiity, as to make 
me wilh to fee its contents. I therefore applied 
to a young man, who ufed to tranicribe foo^ 
of my letters previous to their departure, as 
an exercife in the Italian language, which he 
fludies with great diligence ; but it vv as not 
to be^ found in his bundle. Whether he 

(/) Ne t w i d t ft a iMBng the democratic danwir againft ifce 

tyrann)' of the Houfe of Auflria, in later times, the inha- 
bitants of .Vieona, during the life of the Empreis Qaea% 
Maria Thtrefoy Drho died 1 780, leaned the happieft) and the 
mod contented with their Sovereign and her government^ 
of any people in Europe^ For inibiices of this Princefs's 
virtues and benevolence, fee Di&, BUgr, art marie. 

omitted 

9 m 
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Omitted giving it a place there for want o( 
time or inclination^ I know not. I ihovild 
have the iaaie temptation to juftify your 
^Eivourabl^ reception of the trifle I wrote on 
the Englifli Armonica (ij; but it is moft pru- 
dent not to enter too deeply into this ufeleis 
and perilous examination. Indeed if you had 
convinced me (as you might too eafily l»ve 
done) that this little produttion, is unworthy 
of applaufe, I ihould ftill have reafbn for 
Ibme coniblation; as the having already ob- 
. taiiied it without defert, would be a comfort- 
ing proof of the numerous band of friends 
and defenders which my good fortune has 
procured me ; and I am much more fenfible 
of this enviable acquifition^ tlian of the 
choiceft laurels of PamaiHis. 

Adieu, my dear Sig. FHifponi; 1 return 
you the compliments of the ieafbn, in re- 
venge; iinging in pure fpite, this ilaie and 
uftlcfs caut among real friends. 

» 

Vienitti November 1769* 

The talents of our two coimtry women, the 
Mifs Davis*s, who refided a cbnfiderable txaic 
at Vienna, in the iame houie as Haile and 

(if^ The <?/if^x, carried to Viennaj and perfivmedt upon 
if the €ldeft Mifs Davis, 

you III. o Fauftina, 
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Fauftioa ^» have been celebrated by our haxif 

the eldcft, foe her performance oa the GItfJ/es, 
at that time a new^ ioArument; and the^ 
jroungefl, for her vocal abilities. The Em- 
prefft Quee^ had been fo pleaied by their 
fcveral talents, that in the year 1769, on the 
marriage of the lufipmt Duke of Parma with 
the Arch-dutchefs Maria Amelia, (he defired 
Metaftafio to writer a. Cantata* which wa$ 
fet by liaHe^ in order to dilplay their feveral 
talents. This Cantata has been pnbliihed to 
late editions of the poet's works, under the 
title of rArmnkdy the name of the new io- 
ilrumeat on which the eldefl Mils Davis 
acxompanied her fifter^ in the peribrmance of 
the Caatata-r 

A letter written by the poet to the princefo 
diBelmoiite^ at Naples, reconuuendiog theie 
performer* to her proteftion, will ferve as- 
a comment to the Caatata juil meatioaedsbr 

. LETTER Xvi. 

THE PMKCBSS. m BELMONTE. 

The bearers of this mofl: reverential ad- 
drefs, are two Engliih young per&ns, travel* 
, ling under the conduct of their worthy pa- 
* See Frefiini State of Ahtf, in German:^ Art. Viemuu 

rents> 
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fentsj in order to give teftimonles at Naples 
6f their ieveral abilHIes in imific^ iheir^ 
names ai"C Mifs Mary, and Mife Cecilia 
Davis: the firil perfordls with sldmiraUe 
Ikill on an iiiurument of neW inventioii, 
Called the Armonkai It is eompofed of 
glaffes of different fizes, revolving, by means 
of apedady oiia ipiodle^ TheTe glaOibs, (ofm^ 
iiig a regular fcale of tones and femi-toaes, 
beiag delicately touched with wet fingers^ 
during their revolution, produce the moft un.-. 
commonly fweet, and celeftkl tones, imagnt^i 
able; particularly in pathetic ftrains, for 
which the inftrament is coiinently calculalh 
ed» The other fifter,, who is pofleiled of t 
Ytry pleafing and flexible voice, fings ex- 
tremely welly with much art and natural 
expreiBon; and when accompaiued by ber 
fifler on the Amumica^ flie has the power o£ 
tiniting her voice with the inftrument, and 
of imitating its tones^ fo exadtly^ that it is 
Ibmetimes impoffible to diftinguifh one frotn 
the other. They have been here univerlaU/ 
admired, and applauded : and my moft a«iguft 
PatroDjeis, who has deigned to hear tkecn fre- 
quently, has honoured them with munificent 

teftimonles of imperial approbation. 

■Vienna, January 16^ t773» 

G 2 . Mi& ' 
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M^^ Cecilia Davis performed in the thca^ 
ire of Saa Carlo at Naples, the part of Bra^ 
damante^ in Metaftafio*s new opera of Ruo- 
GiEao. 

LETTER XVII. 

TO SI^NOa FILIPPONI. 

Your letters, my moil dear Sig. FUipponii 
always afford me the gredteft comfort, inr 
reviving the idea of our long, fincere, and 
difiiiterefted frieudftiip, and of that honour^ 
able charader, ib worthy of yodrfelf, which I 
have always found fo irreproachable ; and 
this certain knowledge renders every thing 
dear that comes from you, even to the in- 
fult of a merry Chriftmas ; I therefore thank 
you for it, and in revenge, join the fame 
wifh for you, with others which ought not to 
be profaned by being coupled with fuch 
flupid and vulgar companions. 

I 2Cm overwhelmed with confufion and 
gratitude, at the partial and generous dilpo- 
iition of yoOr obliging and learned friend, 
in wifliing to honour me with the dedication, 
of his Lufiad (/)• I therefore beg of you to 

{i) Or tht Difctvery rf Indtd^ an epic poeko, by Luit 
Di Camobnst. It does not appear vrHo tbe tranltafor 

of this poem into Italian, who io ipuch wiihed to dedicate 
his vctfion to Metaftafio; 

expre& 
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cxpjefs to him the lively and fiucere fenti- 
snents of my grateful heart, and my impa- 
tience to fee transfufed into our language by 
a mafterly hand, a work which has juftly 
merited univerfal approbation; but after 
this true and candid aflurance, ufe' all your 
eloquence, I entreat you, to convince him, 
that neither the nature of the gift, nor his 
own intereft Or mine, can permit me to 
accept of it. The oppulent ions of fortune, 
lunong wh^Qm i^ has not pleafed providence 
to rank nxe, have acquired a right by im^ 
inemorabk prefcription, to ail dedications; 
and both the work and the author (by fobp 
ftituting to iQmie great name, that of a poor 
inhabitant of Parnaffus) would be deprived 
of the well founded hopes of thoie folid ad* 
vantages which he might promife hithfelf 
from riches and power. An honour fo little 
my due, would provoke the malevolent to 
examine my titles ; and God defend me 
from fuch a dangerous enquiry 1 In fliort, 
' having hitherto, for this invincible realbn, 
always refufed the acceptance of Inch in- 
cenfe, 1 have loft the power of compliance^ 
if I would iiot mail defcrvedly incur the in- 
fligi^at|on of thofe by whom it has hereto- 
|gre been offered : Do you, my dear Sig. 
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Filipponij endeavour to preveiit this xnoft 

reaibaable repugnance from dlmini flung the 
partiality of this woiliby ixmn of letters^ 
:ivhicli I would not lofe for the world. 

Sig. Canak *b verj {enfible of t4ie intereft 
yofix take iii the recovery of his fon-in-law 9 
smd has configwed to mc, on yow account, a 
thouland grateful and afFeftionate expref- 
fions. Contrive to let the venerable prieft- 
efs know how much 1 love, efteem, and 
honour her, as wtW as your numerous 
^ing, laored and prophaoc, tt nati natorumt 
it qui ng^^tur ah USs ; and never ceafe tQ 
believe iiivariablj yours. 

LETTER XVni, 

to THJB: «AMfi. 

Among the many flattcrino^ receptions pf 
-my RuG6i£R0 in Italy (^), who was not 

inatic ]iro€Ui6lIons, was written by (trier af the Emptrefs 
Qiicn, and publillicd under his own eye, in a moll cor- 
j^fl and fplendid edition iji quarto, at Vienna. It was fet by 
Hafie, aiid pn;larmed at MHtti, on the marriage of thc^ 
Aidiittlef Ferfliramd of A«flria. wMi Mflri»* Besttrioe or 
Efle, Priacdo Modcn^j ^77^« 

bfQU|ht 
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tMTOUght up by his old fire with very, ian* 
^uiiie hopes, yours, my dear SIg. Filipponty 
has beea the moil grateful. I am pleafed 
that you have ftill' found in thU late produc- 
tion of my tired and exhaufted genius, foaae 
features of the old countenance of your 
friend ; and I have refledted with the high* 
^il pleafure, on the efFed of this recognitioil 
upon your good heart. Thefe kind iymptohis 
of fmcere frieudfhip, have carried me back - 
with infinite delight to our juvenile days, 
renovating the pleaiing beginnings of 
our afFecUon, and its conftant fuccef- 
iive progreifion. My lively imagination 
has taken a new walk with you through the 
jlrada Ghdia^ and the dark Parrqfio upon the 
Giamcolo^ at Rome ; we have breatned 
together the chearful and falubrious air of 
the Fomerc^^t Naples; and it has repre- 
lented to me our private fcftivities, innocent 
fympoiiacs, and poetical confabulations. 
You fee for how many gay ideas I am 
indebted to your letter ; I now ought to be 
particularly grateful for them, as I have 
great occafion for fuch fpecifics againft the 
«^bftinate perfecution of niv hypochondriac 
complaints, which ting;e with darkuefs eyery 
• tbpught, 

04 Without 
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Without the Icaft fhadow of aflfefhition, % 
^m truly grateful to thofe who have ha4 thq 
j)artial4ty to wifli to dedicate to me their 
ivorks I but have never had the courage tq 
accept of an inceufe which from tipae im- 
jneiporial has appert^e4 to the oppulent 
ions of fortune. We poor i;xlmbitant$ of - 
Fanuiflus are born to offer, and not to receive 
it; and I ought not to be condemned for 
rcfofing to become a ufurper. I entreat yo^ 
to become my advocate, and to plead my 
gratitude and rcafuuable Iclf-denial. 

VxentU) December 26, X77Z» 



We quitted the poet's correipondenc^ 
with his beloved Gemello, Farinelli, July, 
jj6%f after fettling bim at Bologna, and 
after feveral confolatory letters, and admo- 
nitions to fortitude and refignation (not 
very fuccefsful indeed) had been fent to him 
by our bard.. We (hall now refume this 
correlpondence, and continue it, uninter- 
niptcdly, till May 1 769; from which period 
tliere is a chafm of feven year$ in the printed 
edition of Metaftafio*s letters to this cele- 
brated finger, without any reaibn being 
^fligned by the editor, 

L E X"3 * 
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LETTER XIX. 

■ 

TO THE €AyjL£.I£R FARINELLI* , 

The kind care which my beloved Car^ 

fuccio {n) took to acquaiiit me, iii _preferencQ 
to fb many others, of thb new form which 
^our domeftic ibciety takes, in confequeace 
of your geueroiity, aud the fiiggeftions of 
your Jieart and benevolent mind, is a pre- 
clous emanation of our afFe£tionate and in* 
diffoluble Twinfhip. I cannot exprefs to you 
the pleailire which th|s confidence has given 
me,* nor fufficipntly congratulate you on the 
pccalion. In the firft place, it is a great coiq- 
fort to me to find in this adtion, the coaftaat 
and admirable charadter of my dear Gemello, 
always like himielf, and always deter.mined to 
diftinguilh himfelf from commop men by 
beneficence, which is ot^e of the grcatef): 
attributes of the divinity^ I hope, in the 
fecond place, or rather promife mylelf, that 

^(ff]The dinunutivet and augmentatives of the Italian' / 
l^guage are (b delicate and numerous, that it is in vain to 
attempt finding equivalents for them aU, in any other 
tongue* Carlo^ for inftance, is Charles; CarlinOf little 
Chaarles^ Catchuch^ dear fweec Charles — Carkne^ great 
(^hafles i Carlaccie^ qaily.filthy great Chiles. 
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the neceflary and delightful occupations 
which the regulating this riling generatioa 
furniihesy will, by degrees, banilh ail thofe 
gloomy and hypochondriiac thoughts^ which 
mceflaatly haunted and governed you, da/ 
;and night; tliicatcaing your dcfuuctiun, to 
the profound, but unavailing affiidion of 
your friends, unable {:o al^brd yon any ^flifl;^ 

At prefent, inftegd of tbefe melancholy 
imaginations, I cannot tellhow many plcafing 
and happy ideas croud into fay mind* I fee 
you healthy, ferene, and making your whole 
liappinefs confiA, as ufual, in procuring«that 
of others : You are ijow full in my view, 
with your dear nephew at your fide ; % 
now fee you at the harpfichord with your 
noble little niece. And very very often (only 
mind how the fancy of poets runs away with 
them), I fcem to fee you ikipping round 
your flouhlhing beds -of pe^s, beans, an4 
other fortunate tender plants, which will 
certainly thrive in proportion to thp care of 
fo honeil, prudent, and friendly a cultivator, » 
Now^ my bek)TOd GemeUo, (here only rc^ 
mains for mc to thank you, as I fincerely do, 
for yoiir particular attention to me ; Bod to 
rejoice with yG^ at your iiavin^ difcpvere4 
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better mode of re^dmg cn^ hearty wbeig^ 
fon have ib long teen nn mh^taat, tfaaa I 
pf expiaiiimg it^ hj fcribbiiug or pr^tiQg«— ^ 

Adieu, my dcareft Oemdlo : may heaveii 
lender you. happy ia proportioa to my 
wi&es, and {^dminifler to you new motivei 

^^oniplatipo* 

E T T E R XX, 

TO THE SAME. 

EiGNoa Mancini {p) a few days ago^ 
and Sig. ^tibaldf yefterday, have faithfully 
configned to me the aficdionate remem- 
brances of my beloved Gemello ; and have 
^patiently aniwered all my numerous inter- 
rogatories, concerning the prefent ftate of 
your humour, as well as health. Some of 
the information I have obtained has feonfoled 
ine^ particuiarly that which reprelents you 
fo much fatisfied with the new domeftic 

{o) A iinger qf the Bologna ichool, eduoited under the 
^ebrated Bernacdii. His voice a foprano ; but having^ 
quitted the ftage, he was now engaged as finging-mailer tQ 
die Ardi-dutchefTes, which place he filled in 1772, >vhen I 
, |4W hjqf^ a( Yicana^ Qtrm^ T^¥^> h ^^^^ Vienna,'' 

fociety 
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ibciety which you have acquired, aud tha 
pleafing occupation which it affords you : 
but, on the contrary, the account which I 
iiavc had of tlie obftinate coiUinuancc of 
your impertinent tertian ague, affii^ls ntii 
extremely* And finding that your niece is 
not exempt from this wearing malady, has 
made me reafonably conclude;^ that ibme 
external caufe, common to you both, ha$ 
occafioned your indifpQfition. Jf thi$ 
^ould have been the cafe, it wpuld not b^ 
be difficult to dilcover and remove it. 
fond twintfm has fuggefted to me, that you 
|)^s th,e jchief part of your time in the open 
air 5 that the autumnal exhalations, ^nd the 
poifonous vapours \ of a great part pf our 
country, is not breathed with impunity ; that 
the air of paved cities is much leis im- 

m 

pregnated with this poifbn, not only from the 
exhalations of the earth being impeded, but 
from the numerous and conft^nt iif es, a^ well 
as the motion of the inhabitants, which agi- 
tate and correct the air. And X beg that the 
necelTary care of your health, may ict you a 
thinking of thefe matters which friendihip 
has luggefted to me. Take them into con- 
iideration, my dear Gemello, and examinq 
^ly fufpii:ions ; If you find the^n at all pro^ 
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bable, avoid expofing yourfelfy at leaft 
kig eke perilous feaibn. 1 well kaow that 
your conduft has been fuch hitherto, as to 
prove that you are ia no want of tutors, and 
that I pretend to no fuch employment ; but 
this doubt torments me^ and if I did not 
communicate it to you, I iliould be tea 
times more tormented with remorfe. 

I congratulate your amiable niece on her 

happy maternal ftate, and her fpoufe on the 

graduation of his paternal proximity. Rc- ' 
commend ine to them both, and inipire 
them with a proportion of your afFeftion for 
me : as they are already extremely dear to 
me from the love which my Gemello bears 
diem, whom I tenderly embrace, and of 
whom I ftiali ever be mod faithfully, 6cc. 

Vienna, November 30^ 176s. 

LETTER XXL 

to THE SAME. 

Our extreme clofe attachment to each 
other is Co public, that every one believes, if 
he 'is dear to one of us, that he is fure to 
poilefs the friendlhip of both. Signora 

Marianna Bianc/ji Tozzi (j>)f who aipires at 

{p) A celebrated opera fingeri who at diis time ranked 
very high in the favour of the public, both in Italy and 
Germany. 

the 
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the acquifitiou of your ^vcmr,. whici^ 

has no doubt of obtaming, if 1 onJy aflure 
you^ that flie is already m poflcffioo of 9 
aud I cannot rcfufe her the confdfioc of this 
tmlh. When, aot kmg ago; (he repfe&nted 
in ti^ theatre^ the part of C/eha in my 
opera of that name^ I wa» extremely pkaied 
with her ^ oot only on. account of her excel-^ 
lent performance, and tJamelefi conduft, 
but for her alteotion and indefatig^bte appli- 
cation to fulfil all her duties. She returns 
ti> Italy, at prcieat^ through Bnmfwick^ 
wherc^ according to my accounts^ flie ha» 
joAly received ufuver^d applaufe* If yon 
will but let her know that her fuiq)ofitioa i» 
not entirety unfounded, I fliatt be extremely 
grateful, provided ihe does not fail in execit^ 
ting pundually all the commlffions to you, 
with which 1 have charged her* Adieu, 
my dear Gemellp. I devoutly reverence all 
your amiable domefUc committee, and am 
as ufual, jours, 

Viemy, D«ceinbef 14, 1768. 
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LETTER XXI^ 

TO THE SAME* 

YouE kfl letter of the 9th iiiftant, occa-r 

(ions a mixture of pleafure, anxiety, aad 
affli^lioo^ which I am unable to delcribe. 
The obftinacy of your diabolical fever, the 
pathetic pidure of the ilate of your perhaps 
too ^ood hearty and the a£ecUonate thoughts 
which ftimulated you to add new ties of 
friei^lihiLp to thpie which have hitherto ia 
indiilolubly united us, are ideas well worthjr 
S>£ the fweet and bitter tumult with which I 
am by tunis internally agitated. It was 
impoffible for you to give me a ftronger 
proof of your conflant afFeflion, than by m- 
mting me to a iacred alliance, in preference 
to ib many dillinguilhed perions to whom 
you might apply. You muft therefore 
imagine how much I feel myfelf obhged ; 
and how 1 am flattered by tliis new inflance 
of the place I hold in your heart. But as 
there is no perfed happinefs in this valley of 
tears, the pleafure of finding myfelf thus dif- 
tingu^ed by you from the croud of your 

3 ^ friends^ 
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friends is difturbed by an invincible impcdl-* 
' ment, which oppofes idelf to the execution 
of your defign. The never having rcprefented 
the perlbnage of whofe office ydu kindly 
think me worthy, during my loi>g life, 
would be a finall obftacle in treating with 
Hiy Gemello; but the misfortune is, that 
befides the number of perfons to whoitt I 
have excufed myfelf, it is not two months 
Itnce I refiftcd the folidtatioiis of a perlbn 
much coune6fed at court, and who. would 
have a reafbnable caufe for being offended, 
if after lefufuig him, I complied with the 
requcft of another ; and tlic rcfentment of 
this peribn would not only be unpleaiant^ 
but might be milchic\ ous. Nor is it poffi- 
ble for me to flatter myfelf with keeping it 
a fccrct ; the hoping to conceal any of 
our a&ionsy who are as well known as the 
North ftar, would be a Platonic idea. So 
that your part, my dear Gemello, is not 
only to pardon, but pity me, the lofs being 
wholly mine ; and my part will be gratefully 
to remember, as long as 1 live, what you 
thought and wiflied. 

In fpite of the hurry with which I am 
obliged to write a heap of ufelefs letters, I 
camiot forget to prefcnt my relpeds to the 

fruitful 
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« 

frtlitfol lady who honours me with her 
notice, aad to ailure her, that by aaxiouily 
attending to your health, (he will add to 
that of yours mod faithfully. 

Viennai January 23, 1769- 



LETTER XXII. 

TO THE &AM£. 

Though your moft welcome remembrance 
of the 12th of laft February, was only an an- 
fwcf to my preceding^prolix letter, I cannot 
{)oilpoae my reply to it^ nor reilraiu my 
abufe, which your inhumanity well merits, for 

r 

the manner with which you have treated my 

folicitude. You know in what a ftate of mind 
the account of your obftiuate fever muft have 
left me; and without affuring me that you 
had at length felkt it to the devil, you con«- 
teat yourfelf with merely faying, that your 
health is caprifcious. But in fpite of you, 
i had motives of coniblatioa in the Aeadineis 
of your haud- writing ; in your filence itfelf; 
)2Qd, above alU in the vivacity of your letter^ 
which is not tindured with a febrile humour. 
But it is not out of character for a marine 
. VOL. iiu H monfler 
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moufler to reduce a Gemello to confele 
himfelf, by having recourfe to conje^ure. 
Thank heaven, in thelc da^'S of penitence 
(Lent) I remember^ like a good cbriftian, 
that anger muft be fubducd, otherwife I 
ihould not ]et you ofF ib eaiily ; but mind \ 
and keep yourfelf well, if you wilh my rage 
ihould not be renewed* 

Tf, at this time of our lives, you could 
doubt of my (incerity, or I of yours, we 
fhould be unpardonable. I have feen your 
invitation in no other light, than as a tender 
proof of your friendlhip ; and you would be 
extremely unjuft and ungrateful, if you 
could fuppofe I had any other latent reafon 
for declining the offer, than that which I 
have candidly flated* So that you have not 
the leaft occrafion to repent of the friendly 
cagerncfs with which you have fb much 
obliged me ; nor I to blufh at my involuntary* 
backwardnels, in accepting of your twiuly 
ofFer. Therefore, in fpite of wild and unwor- 
thy coiijedures, let me enjoy in peace, the 
plc<ilui c which this new proof of kindnefs 
has afforded me, of knowing how I ftand ia 
joui go J J iieart, 

I envy Signora Biancif\ and Monfieur 
Lojier^ who have ere now feen and embraced 

my 
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my deaf Gemello. O that I could do the 
iame! But though I cannot fee the ieail pro- 

bability of it ever Lappeuing, I cannot relin- 
quiih the hope» 

Vienni, March a> ij^^* ' 



LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAMEb 

Muger paridera^ hya Ja frmera{q) I 
th^efore congratulate you, my dearefi Ge- 
mello, ou the fafe and certain fecundity of 
your amiable niece, and of the proweft with 
which ihe has happily accompliihed her 
firft maternal expedition. Accuftomed to 
live among the Graces and the Muies, Ypu 
ought to be pleafed^ that, under your aulpices, 
their chorus is going to be augmented, and 
diat fortune has dcxtroilfly afforded you an 
apportunity of manifefting yottr gratitude, 
by rendering them a due return for that 
education which you arc fo publicly known 
to hav« had from them. I entreat you to 
cxprels my ilncere joy to the mother, in the 
moft fignificant words which you can think 

(f ) The woman ?s a good brecdfr, who begins by 
Winging forth a giri, Span, Frov* 

Ha* of 
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of i and my tender affe&ion for the ckild^ bf 

a hundred kiflcs at ieaft ; as this right which 
I claim from our twioihip^ caanots, at prefeatf 
be fufceptible of any malignant interpre- 
tation. 

A friend, well knowing, hke all livuig 
mortals, my afFe^ionate eagernefs to be 
accjuamted with every tlung that concerns 
you, has anticipated your information, and 
obliged me extremely by his diligence; but 
that has not, however, inclined me to blame 
your delay. To infift on a rigorous exaiH- 
tiade of ceremonial from a poor gentleman 
juft brought to bed, would be unreaibnablo 
to the laii degree; particularly, from one 
>yhom^ from long experience, I know to be 
poifefled of ftsich a mind and heart, that it 
would be. difficult to decide^ durii^ the throes 
q( child-birth, whether the foflferings of the 
niece, or. thoie of .the uncle would be the 
greateft. But now you have vanqulllied the 
difficulty of this firft apprenticeihip^ I hope 
you will have freq^ucnt occaiions for exer- 
qifu)g youf« courage^ with much greater 
Ccile : and am, as I. have ever been, and 
ever &aU. bet your moft faithiul, &c. 

Vienna^ Mny ig i j&g^ 

- 
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LETTER XXiy* 

TO^TQE SAME. ' 

On Monday eveiiing, the firft q{ the pre* 
j£eat i»PA>]t.h, I fent my iervsmt Jdia to the 
poft-houie, jvith my letter of congratulatioa 
for your happy lab^y when he brought me 
back, m exjehaAge^ confirmatiou of the good 
ddin'gs in your own hand- writings dated 2 lil. 
ot iall April; I fouad^ after the pleaiure which 
the penifal afforded ipe, another pleafure, iu 
perceivings that your ^ei^ionate an4 impa- 
ticiUtwinihip ha^ieJueed^ ou to take the pen, 
Airing the firft myfterlou$ days of your par- 
turition: I ai» extremely grateful, for the 
juftice which you have done my folicitude on 
jfour account; and accept, with 4i 4vc grati- 
tode, the enviable friendfhip, and patronage, 
of Siguora M^^i^t Car/oUa, Annuy Tereja^ Pe:^ 
fmUla, to whom I beg of you to quuit4ple, 
oa my account, in proportion to her names^ 
the embraces, which I confign to you for 
Her ufe, by virtue of our moft clofe (becaufe 
cleftiye) affiiuty: promifmg to reimburre 
you ifi ciirrent coin^ whenever it fliall pleala 

113 God' 
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God to permit us to fee each other; a hope, 
which notwithftanding all the difficulties, ( 
do not mean to renounce. There wanted 
but a little Erefypulus to try your patience, 
which for a long time has cer.tauil> not been 
idle. O my poor Geniello !— but I recal 
this exclamation ; fuch mortals as you are 
in no want of compaffion. Your virtue has 
afforded fufficient proofs of your knowing, 
not only how to fail before the wind, but 
how to tack in contrary winds, without 
looting your fteerage. And yet, though I 
will not degrade you by my pity, I cannot 
help praying for your tranquillity. I live in 
the grcatcft intimacy with my moft conftant 
complaints : ' What would you have me do? 
It is keeping bad company, but I might 
have worfe. Prefent a million of kind conx- 
plimcnts from me to your dear niece, but 
qualified with the refpeft due to her fuhlime 
rank among matrons : and never ceafe, on 
your own part, to return the a6Fe£Jion of 
your. Sec* 

Vienna, May 4> 1769. 



Though the poet's letters to the learned 
and worthy Padre Martini^ contain nothing 

of 
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of importance to general literature ; yet . to 
lovers of Muiic and its hiftory, nothing that 
concerns this venerable Maejlro di Capella^ 
can be indifferent. For flich, therefore, we 
fli^ll give a tranA^tion of th? f(^llowing ihort 
letters; to whppi they will prob^ibly afford 
Ibme pleafure, from the mere pircumftance 
of two fuch rpen being in fripndfliip, a^id 
porreipond<!^i)ce, \)rith ^ch oth^ir. 



J. E T T E R XXV. 

. TO PADRE MARTINI. 

T,HE unexpeded misfortune which has 
happened to the worthy Abate del Afynfe^ 
which muft already have arrived at your 
knowledge, is univerfally lamented ; it has 
fptgr4?4 li^^ny days th^ ple^fure Qf receiving 
your moft obliging letter of the 7th of laft 
Januajry, ^Yhich was delivered to me only 
laft ^yeek. I ient a fervant to«him immedi? 
ately, with iincere offers of my fervice^ 
in any way in which it was poffible for 
|ne to be ufeful ; ^nd fa(e brings me back 
the comfortable news, that he was as welj 
gs it was poiiible for a perlbn to be, with a| 

fl 4 ferpkcu 
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broken leg : which &cms to that the 
cure will not be flow, nor be attended with 

4ny inconvemeat coniequeuccs. As ibon 
ever he is vifible, I fhall vifit him in perfon, 
ia Ipite of near two hundred fteps, which it 
will be necefTary to afcend, in order to 
attain his aerial habitation. 

I am extremely impatient, not only for 
the fecond volume of your moft learned 
Hijlory^ but for the Ducts and Trics^ which 
you make us hope : and I Should be ex- 
tremely proud, if I were able to furnifli you 
with any thing ipedited towards your lauda-^ 
ble undertakiig \ but >vhaic\cr I write, be- 
ing by order and for the ufe of the Court, is 
performed aud priqted immediately ; or, if 
fafpended by fome accident, the production 
is iaici by for a future occafion ; and I aii^ 
not at libcf ty to pubhfh it. 

Take carp of j-ourfelf, for the Jionour of 
our dear Italy ; and believe me always, with 
jhe raoft juft aiid refpefiful efteem. 

Vienna, February 22, 1768. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

« 

TO TH£ SAM£« 

I 90VND on my table, a few days ago, 
the fecond volume of the moft learned 
work of my very worthy Padre Martini i 
aud this morumg, aa admirable letter 
from him, without knowing who was the 
benevolent bearer. But as I could not be 
ignorant of the friexidly anc^ generous hand 
from which fuch a precious gift» and fuch an 
obliging letter, came, I haften to acknow- 
ledge the inftrudion I receive from the one, 
pnd the pleafure afforded me by the other. 
I ihall profit from this work, as much as the 
parrow limits of my mulicai knowledge ex- 
tend; and fhall procure that juflicc to be 
rendered to it, which is due to the oracle of 
harmony. After thefe efFufions of gratitude, 
xny next bvifinefs is to entreat the continu- 
ance of your partialitj^, as if I could ftill 
doubt of it, after the teftimonies which I 
tiave received. But it is my duty to aifurq 
the illuftrious donor, of the high eftimation 
in whic^ 1 hold his gift, and of the lively . 

wifh 
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wi(h with which I am imprcft, to merit, it\ 
Ibme way or other, his obliging attentions, 

4 n 

LETTER XXVII, 

TO THE SAME. 

Yesterday was configiied to me, hy 
S'lgnor Antonio Baroni^ the new diilertation 
De ufu progrejjionis geometric a in Mujica ; and 
with the utmoft eagemeis I inilantly began 
the perufal : but I foou faw that it was a 
kind of reading that I was not qualified to 
go through )yitb, ballily. With due atten^ 
tion, I hope, however^ to acquire from it 
all the pleafure and inftru61ioa of which my 
intelligence is capable. In the mean time, 
accept my inolT: grateful tha{iks for the pre- 
cious sfift ; wiftiino; you, reverend and learned 

o -.1... 

Sir, a long enjoyment of that life and health, 
which you fo laudably employ in increafing 
tlie luftre of our couiitry ; believe me to be 
with afFedion, gratitude, and efteem, &c. 

-" * -wMMm^ 

It will probably afford fbme gratification 

to the lovers of Englilh poetry, who are 
TOalous for the honour of our countrymen^ 

to be made acqiuuiicJ wuh the eftccl which 

a perufal 
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a peruiki of an Italian tranflation of Young's 
Night Thoughts, had on a man of Mctaftafio's 
pxquiiite tafte and found judgment* There 
is only one letter in the colledlioxi, addrefled 
po the per£>n to whom the poet confides his 
fentiments* 

» V ; 

% 

K 

LETTER XXVIII. 

TO DOCTOR GIUSEPPB BOTTONI. 

I HAVE perufed with avidity, and infinite 
pleafure, which I never expeded to receive 
from excefs of melancholy, thefirft fix Night 
"Thoughts of the celebrated poet Youngs in 
your elegant verfion; and am extremely 
grateful to you for enabling me to have a 
knowledge of the Eaglilh Mufes, in ipite of 
my involuntary ignorance of this excellent 
language. Thanks to your aflillance, I 
have underftood, and admired, thefe poems to 
fuch a degree^ that they did not fecm at all 
to have changed their drels. I have not 
obierved in your tranflation, any of thofe 
imcertain and fervile ftrokesof the pencil, 
which ufually diflinguifh a copy from an 
priginal ; and am periuaded, that if the fub« 

lime 
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lime author^fiad fung on the banks of the 
Ani0» he would hare cxpreifed his thoughts 

in that flowing, clear, and nublc manner ; 
and with that conftant and varied harmony^ 
Wkih which you have fo wonderfully tranf- 
lated and enriched him, I can eaiilv com* 
prehend what infinite pains fuch a difficult 
talk muft have coft you ; but it fecms wiell 
worthy of your labour. The extraordinary 
merit of this excellent writer appears, even 
in his d^fe<^s ; for notwithflanding the want 
of pfdcr and connexion, his frctjuent repe- 
titions^ determined obftinacy in always 
ftcwing the dark fide of every objeft, and 
unwiUingnefs to conduct us to virtue by any 
other w^y, than that of delpair; in fpite 
(I fay) of thefe oppreflSve circumftances^ he 
Icizes oa the reader, an4 tranl|>orts himjuf| 
Tp^hither he pleafes. 

He always thinks for himfelf, profoundly, 
and with graaucui . Hi:, colouring is vivid, 
yigourous, and fplendid; fo that the abun-> 
dance of his beauties, makes us overlook his 
imperfe6tions ; as we are too much dazzled 
by the magic of iveubens's colouring, tofe^ 
the defers of his defign. 

# o 

May the favours of Apollo with which 

vuu ha\ c b^cn blefled, continue duiiusj the 

progr?^ 
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^Qgreis of a work io admirably begun ; and 
may I be flill indulged with your partiality. 

VieoiUi May 23, ijjl* 

To the following correfpondcnt of this pc-* 
riod (1771) no more than one letter feems to 
have been preferved ; but as wc obtain by it 
Metaftafio's opinion, on a fubje£t as curious in 
politics, as that of the preceding letter in po- 
etry, it feems well worthy of infertion here* 

•v 

LETTER XXIX. 

TO SI6NOR 0. GtACOMO MARTORELLI. 

I never doubted. Sir, but that Baron Fam 
Swietetty in his anlwer, would render you all 
due juftice ; but I am extremely pleafed to 
£ee my expe&ations fo fuUy verified in the - 
copy traafmittcd to me, and to iiad iii what 
high eftimation your opinions and writ*' 
ings are held by fo enlightened a judge : as 
you may place entii^ confidence in the appro- 
bation bellowed upon you by a man fo can- 
did, frank, and of a temperament fo entirely 
hof^ile to flattery. 

I am extremely obliged, as you may well 
imagine^ by the trouble which you have 
taken tQ feod me the epigram lately com« 

from 
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from the Ifland of Barataria(r). Yo^ tWi-^ 
lity to it inclines me to imagine, that you 
think it my own; it will not therefore be de- 
cent for me to pafs fcntence upon it, having 
not yet learned to fwim or fifh in the troubled 
waters of critical fcas, A very learned adept 
in the imperial library, to whom I commu- 
nicated the epigram, believes the author of it 
to havebeena Greek andnot aRoman: found- 
ing hisopinionupou the error which, according 
to him, cannot be that of the ftone-cutter, 
and upon fbme phraies which feem to him 
tranfpofed. I (hall procure a copy of the li* 
terary journal of Florence, and without fear 
of being deceived, (hall believe what is there 
determined concerning it. 

With refpeft to this part of the world, \U 
terature of every kind is a merchandife for 
which there is no vent; and the phyfical rea- 
ibn for it is, the enormous and ruinous military 
fyftcm, which obliges the fovereigns. Whe- 
ther they will or no, in order to defend tbem« 
felves from edch other, to impoverifh both 
themfalves and their fubjeds. And as there 
is no other road by which iiidividuals can 
expe£t advanceinent, fo princes would be 

(r) Alluding to the tranflation of a Greek Epigram, which 
afterwards apf>eared among his pollhumous works* • 

thought 
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thought repreheniible curators of the public 

fecurity, if the leaft part of that revenue were 
appropriated to the honour of Minerva, which 
is hardly fufficient for the expences of Mars. 
And this too indifputable truth, is the clear 
fblution of innumerable problems, my dear 
Sig* Martorelli) ! which appear inexplicable. 

Vienna, Auguil i^. i/Jl* {s^ 

Of the many prints engraved of Metaftafio, 
1 have never feen one that did juftice, either 
to his features or exprellion. And the Poet, 
in the following letter to a Roman painter, 
who applied to him for a print, or the copy of 
a pidture, which refembled him the moll, 
feems to have thought himfelf little obliged 
to the artilts who had made him the fubjedl 
of their labours. 

(s) The reader will recol]e£l, by attending to this date, 
the fitiiation of Germany at the time thefe reflexions were 
made: the long and ruinous war between Auftria and Prul^ 

fia, and the mutual jealoufy which thofe powers entertained 
of each other, feem to have difcouraged and baniihed almoin 
every arty but that of flaughter* But now, in greater dan* 
ger Brom the arms and principles of France, than the fears 
or ambition of each other, though united among thefnlclvcs, 
their whole attention and reiources are neceiiarily pointed 
to the fecurity, not only of the government^ religion and 
laws of the ieveral ftates, but the pofTeflions, liberty, and 
lives, of indivi duals, more important and folid bleiCngs, than 
literature or the Hue arts i 

LET- 



LETTER XXX. 

4 

TO SIOKOR FRANCESCO CARDINALt* 

Fame, which blazons the merit of others^ 
however conftatit atid umverfiJ^ is, however, 

but too frequently the mere cfFeft of chaacc 
and good fortune : hence that which procures 

me the favour of your choice, may very • 
probably be of this kind; but too rigorous 
an examination into motives, may not be for 
the advantage of my felf*love; and being in- 
debted to good fortune for the acquifition of 
your partiality, I ihould not havefufficient 
courage to take much pains, in analyzing and 
dcftroying it* 

Impreiled with a due fenfe of my obliga* 
tion to you, for the honour you do me, by 
wifhing to give my portrait a place among 
theilluftrious men whom you propofe to Copy, 
I cannot, in gratitude, help praying to heaven^ 
that by thus exalting me, you may not dif* 
grace your own taiic and judgments 

It is moft certain, that my pi6lure in the 
obfervatojj^ of the Arcades at Rome, was fent 
thither by myfelf, from Vienna, aithe requeft 
of Prince D* Sigifmndo Gbigii and likewiie 
that it was carefully copied from that which 

wai 
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Wdi 6n6e tbofught to reiemble me the moft i 
but it ieems as if I had no gi^eat reaibu to ]^ 
proud of it. In that which I inclpfe, you will 
iiiid the features of my pemke and band per-- 
fe£tly exprefled ; but not thofc of my face. 

Yet it did not feem uielefs to feud it, as ex« 
tenial, but true circumftances, however tri- 
bal, frequently contahv^te |q fuggcft the aic 
of an abient countenance. 

Vienna^ Deceihber 9, Z77I* 

There are feveral ihort letters of civility 
in the colleftiou, from the bard to this paint- 
er; who feems to have merited his efteem» 
by the modefty and relpe£t with which he ad- 
drefied him. 

" The candour and modefty with which 
you exprefs yourfelf, have not only confirm- 
ed, but coniiderably encreafed my efteem for 
you: as thefe qualities have their intrinfic and 
real value, without the aiiiftance of opinion 
or chance. I -congratulate you on the poffeC- 
fion of fuch qualities, and perhaps more on 
iny own account than yours-, as they have ren- 
dered the poflfeffion of your partiality a more 
valuable acquihtion. ^* 

The following letter of this period, will 
afford the reader an opportunity of knowing 
T.OL. III. I Metaf- 
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Metailafio's ideas of a perfed Canzone, or de-* 
tajched ibng of many itanzasw 



L E T T R XXXt. 

TO THE MARQ^JIS CAULO VALENTI, 

nfcn a Canz&ne xiHtten by P. Santomfacio^ the 
Jefuit, on the Emprejs Queen's birth-day. 

Whoever was the author of the Canzone 

which you have been pleal'ed to fend me, has 
great realbn to be grateful to the muics for . 
the partial aruilancc which they have aflbr J- 
ed him, in this pleafiiig and ingenious produc- 
tion. It is at once poetical, clear, noble, 
harmonious, rich in imagery and ideas, and 
manifcfts, throughout, the effedls of that art, 
which the writer fo dexteroufly and perfedly 
has contrived to conceal. But what has af- 
forded me the moft pleafiire, is the author's 
exquifite judgment, which difcovers itfelf 
both in the choice of his iiibjedt, and in the 
Ikilful manner of arranging his materials; 
which he has diverfified without multiplying 
them, and formed into a whole, where no- 
thing is wanting or fupecabundant; I congra- 
tulate him on his fucccis; and while I render 

. - )50u 
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ybu my beft thaaks for this new and obliging 
teilimony of your remembraiice, periXiit me 
to reniind you of the conftant and ancient 
relpeft, With which I have always been, aad 
ever ihall be^ &Ck 

Vienna, June lO. 1771* 

Wc lhall now return to the Poet's corref- 
poadence with Sig. Savcrio Mattel of Na- 
ples, with whom he generally diicuiTes lite- 
rary fiibjeds mpre amply, than- with moft of 
his other correfpondents* 

■ 

! L E T T E k. xxxn. 

TO SIGNOR SATERIO MATT£I. 

Though you always avail yourfelf of a 
period equal to the tiipe which I have fufFer- 
ed to elapfe in anfwering your laft letter, I 
fubmit with patience^ while I know you are 
fulfilling the duties of .a parent and a philo- 
fopher. And I rejoice ^xtfemely, that you 
have quitted the tirefome toils of the bar, which 
obliged you to exercife your talents at the ex- 
pence of more luminous aad fruitful employ- 
ments; I hope thcfc arc the preludes to a 
feries of auipicious events ; and that, for once, 

1 2 fortune 
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^tune will bo obliged to unite wiib jv^UcC^ 

in favouring mcril. 

I pefcoive tbe paiFtiaUty of frieodthi^ in 
you iay of my RuggJero ^ and tibke pleafurQ 
which this difcovery affords ine, is at coniblsi-* 
tion more flattering, than the coitfciourners 
of iuperiof merk could produce. But what- 
ever my poor drama may be, its worth will 
certainly receive no cncreafe by the refpe6l 
ihewn to the Singers of the prefent times; re-> 
duccd by their own fault to the rank of per- 
formers of Intermezzi^ or buffoon interludes 
between the feveral dances, which are now 
become tnoror intecofting than tbe a&s of an 
opera. For the Dancers having ufurped the 
art of cotinterfekifig the afledkms^, and of 
reprefenting^ human actions, have J^uftly ac- 
quired the attention of the people, which the 
others have, as juftly loll. Por contenting 
themfelves^ wit^h grating the ears of the audi- 
ence with a vocal Sonata^ which i$ calkd aa 
Air, oftelt vciry offenfive, they leave to the 
Dancers the talk of occupying the mind and 
heart of the fpeftators, by whidi they have 
reduced our theatre to a ihameful and nitoicr- 
able jumble of incongruities* 

. . Vienna, May 30. 177I. 

LET- 
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tr E T T E R XXXIII; 

TO THE SAME^ 

» . » r 

'Though 1 am t)ecome cikllous, by long 
4iie, to the ma^gluig of fOij ,poor dramas, yet 
your friendly compaflion, in rpreventiug mon- 
firous w^ns £rom IpriHgiag out of xc^ Ezuf^ 
has obliged inc extremely. Tke ^artctto 
whichryott have written; i$ deceiily coayeni- 
ent^ and h^ppy ; and if it. is well treated hy 
ithe compofer andrperfon^er^, I believe 'it will 
Jiavc a good efFeft in the r^prefentation. lu- 
deed it will render the iecohd zSt ibmewhat 
barren of airsi^ in which the \two principal ^ 
perfouages will have but one foag a-piece ; 
whjich would havp been .thought facrilege^ 
when I wrote the opera; butat prefent, whcA 
the heroic Singers have ceded to .the Daiicer$ 
the precedency pf repreJbbntation'; mid when^ 
ty virtue of this ceiSon, 'they are -degraded 
jto the ,performaQLce of a kindof ^^x^;z£x be.<r 
tween the fever al Ballets, die rporp a drama is 
.cut down, the le6 matter romains-to^exerci^ 
the patience of the rl^eflators. On the other 
hand, it is a falic fuppoiition, ithat I ever 
W^Q]^ ? Slifartcf foiJ^io^ xa: -that 4 gygr re? 

r J ^^Gftcd 
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qucfted one ; though it is moft true, that I am, 
aud ever fliaU be, &c. &c. 

Vienna^ Septe m b e r i8f i77l« 



LETTER XXXIV. 

' TO THE SAM£. 

I HAVE already received advice, that a copy 

pf the fourth volume of your Pial ms, direded tG^ 
me, is on the road ; and I fee) theutmoft im- 
^patience for enriching myfelf with the pof-; 
fefiion of this new treafure. Not doubting 
but this will lurpais in merit its eider brothers; 
as the extraordinary vigour of your genius, 
is conftantly on the increaie, though its for- 
mer efforts furpaiTed the common ftandard. 
I had hoped, that your friendly compla- 

• 

cency would have feconded my well-known 
Tepugnance,( whether it proceeded Uom weak- 
nefs or reafbn) to the publication of my 
private letters* But I lee, that availiii^ 

yourfclf rigoroufly of the rights which your 
merit gives you over my will, you have 

freely gone to work, and Iparcd me the dif.. 

trefs of doubtful deliberation. The worft of 

. 

it is, thcit by afling in this manner, you have 
snanifcfted an opinion of my produdions far 
above their value, for which I know not^ 
• whether I ought to grieve or rejoice. Yet 

I knovy 
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laww extremely well, that whatever vexation 
k may have coft m^, my AiiFerings are fiiper'- 
abundantly paid by tiie enviable friendihip of 
one like you ; wifhing therefore for its con- 
tinuance, I am, &c. 

Vienna, March i^, 1772. 

* 

LETTER XXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I HAVE run through the fourth volume of 

your admirable veriion of the Pfalms, w hich 
you have lb obligingly fcpt me, with avi- 
dity, att(5ntion, delight, and profit, from the 
titlet-ps^e to the fage and learned letter* 
which you have addreffed to the ^^ate Spar* 
ziani; and find myfelf amply rewarded for 
the long inipatience with which 1 was.tor* - 
mented, during the expeflatioa of tjieir ar- 
rival* AU feem extremely, worthy of the 
precediiig volumes ; nay, perhaps from the 
force of novelty, iome of your realbning, as 
juft as unexpefted, has Ih uck and furprifed 
me ftiU more efie6tually* In the 90th pialm, 
(our 9 1 ft) for iaftance, not only the lively 
and bright colouring of the tranflation, but 
thc^mirable diftertatioiion the Meridian Da-- 

I 4 W/?^ 
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maUf (/) from whole infidious arts^ iu ordeip 
to be able to defend myfclf {efficiently, I 
have leai'ued from you even to doubt of my 
own cxiftcnce : the happy apology With 
which you exonerate .David (pf« lo^th) 
fiom the odium of tlic atrocious imprecations ^ 
which are ufually attributed to him, fo inju- 
rioully to hijs benign charaftcr (u) : the 

noble 

< 

ft)*^ Tht fickneft A* deftrt)3reth in the nQon-day."-pr. 

91. V. 6. Signer Mattel, after giving the different opinions 
of the fitters ttid commentators on the Meridian Damn* 
^ihs chiefly (o adhere to the Qj^laton of X^UDtios, as the 
moft ftmpie foludon of the difficulty s who fuppofed this 

Dcrmon to imply the Sun, qui iHnerantibus in PaJaJiinit 
maximt hthalh eft. This idea was very likely to ftrike ah 
Italism, who dreads holhing more than il Coip^ dfi fik : 
^fiieluTOw ftat flyeth by d ly." (v. 5 of the fame pf.) or 
inorc vub:i;i\', the noontidi d^vlU The peftilencc in- 
Bicied oi\ tiie Greeks at the iiege of Troy comes from the 
"Stini 

The iiiftated lire (his Gddls -pectifiafr esife) 

To Phosbus piay'd, and Phcebus he:.rJ the prayer: 
A dreadful plague enfues; th* avenging darts 
IncefTant iy^ and pterce^the Qrecian hear^* 

Pope's II, h. 1. 494. 
The htalP aria delta nottey dr «^fhe peftiler.co that wsMc- 
ethin darkncfs," is likewifc a figurative exprcilionj that is. 
Very intelligible to the inhabitants of hot climates. 

(at) This is done hy affigning to the Enemy of Pavid9 the 
imprecations of this pf. fi'om v. 5. to 18. inftead of fup- 
poiing cheuti to come frdm the royal Pfalmift himfelf; 

who 



Digitized by Google 



( 1*1 ) 

Xiohlo facility and features of }:he original 
ISdritfc&n 'iamentation^ yfYaoh you have 
the dexterity to traiisfufe into our language | 
tive fine ^etical fervor which reigns in the 
Pzdpfalm ; |:he clcamefsandcopnedion whicl^ 
lifts been di&overed in the 84th, 86th» i^S^^ ' 
^d 113th pfaln^s; |he variety and ijpirit 
of the imagery with which the reprefcnta- 
tions of nature £^re defcribed in th& I02dan4 
J 03d pfklms; the truly beautiful, as well as 
ipooralihort cantata, intq which youhavecopaT 
^reffed the 99th pfalm ; the drama which you 
liave fo ingenioufly difcovered and demour 
ftrated in the 1 1 7th pfalm, and (not to tire joa 
wid| an account of the whole volume) ii^ 
fliort, every thing has furprifed me to fuuli 

-Wid fkys, V. 3. YtsT the love that I liad unto them, lo^ 
they take now my contrary part : but I give myfclf untQ 
prater. Thus have they rewarded me evil for good : and 
hatred for my good wtlL"-Then folloMf the inaledidionsof 
his ^emy — after ivhich, v. 19, he retorts the curfes of his 
foes on themfelves. <*Let it thus happen from the Lord 
unto mine enemies," &C|— 1 his folution is fo eafy ai^d 
•iatts^^ryi tiiat it feems wofiderful noit to have been at al{ 
times the general opinion of divines and commentators ; 
but the firft time tfiat I found this opinion iupported, was? 
by the late learned ancl Rev. Mr Keate, in a fermon which 
^a^^adied at Chdfea Cojleg^ Chapel» before either of us 
had Teen Matfei^s Pialms^ and when I had only difcovered 
in this letter of Metaftafio, that an^apology had bcc;) m Jc: 
for David| by S^verio Mattei, witho4t koowing in what 
conii(led. 

H degreq . 
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9 liegree, and furniflicd me with fuch new 

proofs of your enviable vigour, vaft learning, 
and numerous and wonderful talents, that 
I ihall very frequently repeat the peru- 
fal of* this volume, being always certain of 
acquiring in it^ new inftru&ion, and new 
plcaiure. 

I ought to beftow a word or two on tha 

gratuitous praifes with whieh you fo gene-r 
roufly honour me, in your printed letters, 
and in the courfe of this work ; but thei^ 
certain proofs of your partiality are not able 
to appeafe my remorfe at iuch a uiurpation : 

10 that not to awaken it, I allure you of my 
ierious ^ratitu^e ; but fts laconically as pol^ 
fible. 

You have been pleafed, at all hazards, tp 
enrol me among Contraverti^s^ by printing 

my letters concerning ancient mufic, which 
I had moft privately addrefled to you. In pure 
Qbedicng?. Qod forgive you ! bi^t for my owa 
part, I cannot ; nor ihali I ever diflfeoxble 
my invincible repugnance to a bufinefs io fu- 
pcrior to my phyfical powers^ as well as ab- 
horrent to my dilpofition and inclination. 
Confble me. Sir, at leaft, by the continuance 
of your aitedion, and judge of mine^ by the 
ixri^iuiUoii with which I am, &:c. 

Vienna, April 7th, 1772- 

L E . 

I 
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LETTER XXXVL 

TO THE SAME 

I DIRECT my letter to Naples, whither I 

vhope you are at length returned, after four 
months abfence; a time equally taken up by 
your books in travelling, which you fent tQ 
me before your departure, but which only 
arrived here lall week. Indulging my im- 
patience, I began with your theatrical differ- 
tation, to which 1 gave the preference for 
> thoufand reafbns. It is a lublime work^ 
and worthy of you ; nor is it admirable 
merely from the profound learning of thp 
writer, butmi^ch more lb from the marvellous 
knowledge of the moft recondite myfterios 
of the Aage, unknown to the majority even 
of thole who profels the art. But vvha,t 
flatters me the moft, is the accidental coin- 
cidence of our notions concerning the anci-- 
ent and modern dramaf The fpoutaneoiis 
ppinion of one like you, gives me courage, 
|ihd renders me proud of my own : and I 
now regard |hofe learned, but niuft inexpert 

' critics, who differ from us, as entirely coi^-' 
futed. If I were to undertake the pointing 
put all the pnATages of yo^r differtation that 
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are worthy of piaifc, this letter would no| 
only equal it, but futpais it, in fizt; The 
ftdid demonftrations with which you havp 
removed all the iniuperable difficulties in 
iinderftanding the poetics of Ariilotle and 
Horace, flifficiently to render them uieful in 
.pradice ; the art with which you have ex- 
pofed the abfurdlty of reducing the unity of 
jplace^ to the narrow limits of a chamber or 
clofet; the torrent of palfa^cs from Greek 
jlramas, with which you juftify and c6mpare 
cur dramatic jiirsj Iiuefs» and Trios : the hap* 
py as well as difficult vcrfion of the beauti- 
ful fceue in the Hecuba of Eunp^dps ; the 
generous modefty of giving the preference 
to my cantatas over your own : the mailerly 
analyfis of the firft fccne of ArtaxerxeSy and 
that of Sextui and Titm : and every one of 
j'uur lage philuiuphical confidciatioiio, \v0ui4 
require a prolix and <}iilin£t ohapter. £ut^ 
^gg^ng your pardoo, I cannot, ho\vever,apT 
prove that ipanifefl excefs of partiality, in 
piy favour, which reigns in every period^ 
You, by this means, expofe yourfelf to the 
poi)tradi6tipn$ of thofe who h^^^e their rea- 
sons for not btiiig of your opmion : and at 
|;he fame time, expofe your friends by the 
fpoft violent tem4)tatioas pJf vanity, X9, q^t 
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tliat modeA couife which it his duty to^ 
ftecr, temptations from which he is the 
le& likely to defend himielfy when ailailed 
by a perfon armed with luch leaj uiiig and 
&ducing eloquence* * 

1 Ihould lay much more, if I did not fear 
^tiiat my moA fiticere praiies would nin the 
rllk of bemg conltrued into a mci caiitile re- 
ftitulion of thofe with which you. have 
voluntarily honoured me ; fo tliat, embracing 
you with my ufua) ^affedion, I commit to 
your perlpicacity, the care of invelUgating, 
and of figuring to yourfelf» my efteem aud 
gratitude. 

After the above was written, your letter; 
dated from Naples^ arrived. Beiides the 
tilual faculty which all your letters pofTefs, 
of confohng, exhilerating, and of meriting 
my gratitude ; this laft, which informs me 
Qi your happy return to Naples, in perfe& 
health, after a long and iacoiivenient pere*^ 
grwttion, has every title to my thanks j as it 
allures me, that "no inauipicious circumftances 
have thus long deprived me of the i&tisfa&ioa 
of hearing from you : as your family cares and 
affections, have had a coniiderable ihare of 
your time, of which you kindly gave me an 
account^ and as the exceifive impetus , of 

3 fome 
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fomc expreffions of friend Ihlp in this lettef 
enables ipe to judge of that regard which 
occafioned it. I am extremely grateful, as 
indeed I ought to be, not only onr thefe ac-< 
counts, but for the afTurance with which you 
have gratified me, of the favourable remem- 
brance of the admirable princefs of Bel- 
mcnte; yet concerning the inftances which- 
you give^ I mull in all modeily and decorums 
be filent« 

O how many fwect and exhileratmg ideas 
has your account, my dear Signor Saverio, of 
Magna Griecia, awakened in my mind ! . 
RenovatinG^iilI the happinefs of childhood and 
adolefcencc, which I enjoyed in that country, 
no lefs ufcful tlian pleafing ! It has brought 
again to my view all thofc objeds with which 
I was then lb much deli^iiLcJ. i liavc again 
inhabited the little chamber where the ex- 
treme proximity of marine murmurs lulled 
me for many months, fo delightfully to 
fleep. I have, in fancy, croffed the neigh-x 
bouring fea in a bark to Scalea: all the 
names and afpefts of Cire/Ia, Belvidere^ Ce^ 
frarOf and Pao/a, have been brought back to 
my mind : I have again heard the venerated 

voice of the celebrated philofopher Carofire/ir 

who adapting himfelf, in order to inftrud 

me 
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lYie, to my weak ftate, conduced me, it 
were by the hand, through the vortices of 
the ingenious Dtj cartes ^ at that time iu high | 
favour with philosophers, and of which he \ 
was a furious afferter ; aud indulging my 
childifti euriofity, now demonftrating with 
wax, in a kind of ipoi t, how globes were 
formed by the fortuitous concourfe of atoms: 
now exciting my admiration by the enchant- 
ing experiments of Dioptrics. I feem ftill 
to fee him labour to convince me, that his 
little dog was only a machine : and that the 
trine dimenhon was a fufhcient definition ot 
folid bodies. And I ftill fee him laugh, after 
plunging me for a long time m dark medi* 
tation, and making me doubt of every thing, 
in proving that 1 breathed, by )x\& Ego cagito^ 
^rgo fum : an invincible argument of cer- 
tainty, which I defpaired of ever again de- 
monftrating. 

But you have roi^fed a hornet's neft, (b 
that 1 find myieli as much furrounded by 
remembrances and a wifh to communicate 
them, you by the hterary and law cafes 
with which you were aflaulted at your re- 
turn : fo that not to rob you of the time ne- 
ceilary for thefe more ufeful and neceflary 

confi-* 
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Confideratlons, I embrace you affe<3ionateIyi 
and leave you in peace* 

Vienna, Septeffiber jjij'jzi 

X 

LETTER XXXVil. 

r « 

TO THE SAME. 

In your obliging letter of the 1 2th of laft 

Oclobci , you courteoufly thank me, dear Sir, 
for the pleafure and profit which I had re^ 
ceivedfrom the attentive perufal of the fourth 
volume of your illuflrious and learned work. 
Now who would not purchafe the right o£ 
ft creditor tipon fuch eafy terms ? You, how- 
ever, continue to give sne fimilar opportu-' 
nities ; but aflure yourfelf, that you will al- 
ways encreaie the ioad on your own ihoul* 
ders by fuch debts. For my part, I fliall 
repeat all I have formerly faid^ adding^ that, 
among other tilings, I have particularly ad- 
^ mired the mafterly, infl:ru6tive, and very 
elegant fonnet, which I have met with at 
the end of the obfervations upon the i xpth 
Pffilm i and have there obferved the nati}- 
ral analogy, which is ufoal between pbutft 
and their ^ fruits. I beg of you to con- 
gratulate 
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gratulate the reipeflable author of it, in 
my name, when you have an opportunity ; 
as I now felicitate you yourfelf on the ten- 
der, grateful, and exemplary difpofition of 

your own good heart, towards io worthy 
a father. 

I am forry that your engagements at the 

bar, have coniiiicd you to the city, and de- 
prived you, this year, of the refrefliment of 
your ufual autumnal holidays in the country. 
But this convincing proof of the juft repu- 
tation which your abilities have acquired, a 
little fbftcns the idea of many prefent incon- 
veniences, by thinking of thofe fplendid and 
tranquil advantages, which I fo ardently 
wiihed and prefage. When, very long ago, 
under the direftion of the celebrated advo- 
cate and, afterwards, councellor, Cajlag- 
mla fxjyl kept thefe courts myfelf, I learned 
the following axiom, which I have never 
fince found reaibn to doubt ; that the fields of 
Themis^ (goddefs of juilicc, law,) produce in 
the beguming to the cultivators there (in 
Naples) nothing but knavery and mere fa- 
tigue ; but, afterwards, in the middle of their 
ciif eer, when indeed they have other labours, 

(at) ThU is the Neapolitan civilian, whom ffloft of 
^etaftafio's biographers called FaxiitttL 

vgL. III. K but 

■ 
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but which produce fruits proportioned to 
their toils^ they luxuriate in a fpontaneous 
and ccnilant fecundity, exempt from laboun 
From their laft defirable fiage I believe yoii^ 
my clear. Sir, at prefent, not very remote. 
I beg you to refped and fulfil my vaticina-* 
tion ; and to perfevere in believing me to 
be. Sec 



END OJF THE SECOKD S£CTIOK« 
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SECTION III. 

It was in the Summer of this year, 1772, 
that I gratified both my curiofity and my 
heart, by frequently viiititig and converfing 
with the great lyric bard at Vienna ; and 
though an account of thefe, to me, moft 
agreeable vifits and converfations, has been 
already given to the public in my German 
Tour (voL I,) yet I (hall here tiy to recoi- 
led what has been omitted in that relation* 
During my refidence in that city, I dis- 
covered that the poet was not more admired 
for his extraordinary public talents, than 

■ 

beloved and refpefted for his private virtues 
and chara6ter* The few innocent fingulari- 
ties which have been afcribed to him, for 
which he frequently accounts in bis letters, 
were lo amply compcniated, by his coniTant 
probity, -politeneis, friendihip, and philan«> 
throphy, that I heard nothing but his praifes 
from perfons of every rank, whenever his 
name was occafionally meniioncd. He feems 
to have fupported dignity without pride ; and 
to have acquired univcrfal admiration with- 
out viinity or indire£): means. His private, 

iL 2 tranquil' 
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tratiquilf and unvaried habits of life, allowed I 
him no opportunities for the practice of thoie 1 
fublime^ iplendid, and heroic virtues of 
courage, patriotifm, magnanimity, fortt«> 
tude, clemency, and beneficence, which he 
ftas (b admirably defcribed and illuilrated in 
his dramatic works j but there can be no 
doubt of their exiftcnce in his heart, whence 
his fentiments fo manifeilly appear to have 
flowed, The private, domeftic, and fbclal I 
virtues of iihal and fraternal ai{e6tion, friend* 
fhip, philanthrophy, urbanity, probity, ho- 
nour, and general benevolence, feem never 
to have been practircJ with muie conftancy 
and devotion, than by our Wd; Ivho has 
been a^ juilly, as emphatically, called, by one 
of his countrymen, not only the poet, but the 
phiiofopber of the heart {f). 

The monotonous manner in which he 
ipent liis life duruig his long refidence at 
Vienna, has been ridiculed, and thought in* 
fipid, by perturbed ipirits; but to the ad- 
mirers of his writings aiid virtues, it wiU 
not be inditFercuL to know how he paflfed 
his time, which was in a way ib regu- 
lar and conftant, that there were few pcr- 
fbns at Vienna unacquainted with it. 

(>) Ehi^ ItaUaniy Tom* u 

He 
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He ftudied daily from eight o'clock in the 
iporning, till noou^ Tfceii vifited his frien4s, 
and thoie families and individuals from 
whom he had received .civilities. Diacd 
at two; and at five /-eceived his mod 
familiar and intimate friepds. At nine, in 
Summer, he weat out in his carriage, vifited, 
and ibmetimes played at Ombre^ a game 
which he liked better than thofe .of mere 
: chance, as it afibrded him fome exe^cife pf 
; mind in calculation. Men accullomed jto 
think, make their amufements contribute tp 
mental improvement* 

He returned home at tea u'elock ; fapped^ 
4nci went to bed before eleven. In his con^ 
verfatioa he was conftantly chcarful; fanci- 
ful, playful, and fometimes poetical, in his 
.difcourjfe, as well as in his letters; never far* 
caftic or difputatious ; totally devoid of 
curiofity concerning the public or private 
I fcandal in circulation, the morality of his 
leatm^eats refembled that of his life. Hi^ 
: anfwers were elegant, acute, and ingenious ; 
1 pccafionally learned without pedantry ; and 
! full of interefting and applicable anecdotes 

tof paf|: and prefent times. In confidence 
, With few, but polite to all. His affection 
tii^ countrymen was great, aixd extended 

^ i tCi 
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to ccclefiaftics, painters, muficians, poets, 
and minillers oi Italian ftates, who were all 
fure of his kiuduers and good 6ffices. His 
liberality was exa6Uy proportioned to his 
means: he fccmed to wiih for wealth for no 
other purpoie than to fupply his own wants, 
without fuperfluity, and thofe of uccefrnuus 
friends* He prelented the Impro/vifatore 
Tal uH, with twelve Sequins, and recom- 
mended him to the attention of the great, 
for higher patronage. His charader was 
never ftained with any vice, or illiberal pro- 
peiiikies. Hu fcnfibility inclined him to the 
paflion of love ; but as it was fincere, it 
became a bridle to itfelf, and a ilimulus. to 
virtue ; as his whole life and writings have 
manifeiled. 

Un amour vraifans feinte et fans caprice 
Eji cn ejfct U plus grand Jrcin du vice i 
Dans fis Utns qui /fait fi retenir^ 
Eft bonniu bomnut 9H va U deviuir. 

V0LTAIR£. 

The fureft check to pravity of mind 
Is love fmcerc, to no caprice confign*d ; 
Whoever in his heart admits the fmcil 
Or has no vlcei or Toon will vice deteil. 

Fronx 
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From a natural love of order and regu- 
larity (fays the Abate Taruffi) (as) even to 
icrupulofity, he ufed invariably to perform 
the fame offices each day at almoft the &me 
inftant ; and in his own defence, he would 
Jell thofe who contemned fuch exaftitude as 
contracted and frivolous, that he had always 
found the regular diftribution of time, not 
only contributed to bodily health, but to fere- 
pity of pmd, 

Among his mofl: agreeable evening OQcupa* 
tions, Jhe literary converfations with his two 
ancient and confidential friends. Count Canale^ 
and Baron Hagen, feem to have held the 
firft place ; thefe grave and learned perfon?-^ 
ages, eminent for prudition and probity, 
were attached to him by 4II the ties of good 
tafte and fimilar affedions, Greek, Latin, 
Italian, and French writers of the hrft clafs, 
continued during many years to exercife the 
pritical acumen of this illuftripu§ tri\unvi^ 
rate. 

Among the lively iarcafins againft our 

inoxious bard, it has been faid, that the fmalU 
j>ox, old age, ficknefs, aqd death, were never 

(z) Eiogh dtWAb. Metajliifi(k, The author of this 

^uio^ium lived in the greateft intimacy with the poet ^ 
Yi^^^*^ during many years. 

' K 4 tQ 
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to be mcutioned in his pi cfence ; but wc 
iuid them all frequently mentioned in his 
letters, by himfelf. 

Even his not Icaraini^ die German lan- 
giage during the many years he refided at 
Vienna, admits of fonie apology. His 
favour at the Imperial court, and fame 
throughout Europe, depended on hi^ Itahan 
poetry ; and it is moft probable, that he was 
fearful of corruptuig iiis native language by 
ufing another, too frequently, in converfa- 
tion. Every EngUihman muft know, that 
all foreigners who refide a coniiderable 
time in our country, if they learn our lan- 
guage lufficiently to converfe in it, ibon 
loofe the purity of their own, by a mixture of 
the two tongues, and by frequently tlimking 
in the one, and fpeaking in the other. I 
have never known a French governels, or 
teacher at a boarcling-fchool, who, in iix or 
feven years refidence here, has not loft as 
much of her own lant^uage, as fhe has 
gained of ours. It is the fame with profeflcd 
language mailers ; of wiioai, if I wilhed to 
learn a living language with correftnefi and 
pufity, I would, cateru paribus^ prefer Inm 
who had conic biH: from his own country. 
At Vienna, Italian is more generally fpoken 

thaj]i 
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than French, particularly amon|(,Jtrangers^ 

and the Crrps diplomatique. Indeed on account 
of the Auftrian pofTeffions ip Itdy, .there are 
generally more Italians in the capital of thp 
empire, than French $ fb that Metaftaiio 
had no occalion to learn German for the 
fake of converfation, though he had acquired 
according to liis own account (^), the name$ 
of neceflaries in that language, per falvar la 
Vila. And I am inclined to believe, that it 
was neither the harlhnefs of the Teutonic 
dialedt, nor the difficulty of learning it, that 
lu uiijcli pi L v ented or impeded his acvjuiring 
it^ as the fear of corrupting his own. 

But as his friend and correfpondent, Sig. 
Saverh Mattei^ fays (^), "whoever would 
have an exadl account of his cuftoms, man- 
ners, way of thinking of himfelf and others ; 
of the fulhling liis duties, the viciffitudes,of 

• 

his fortune, his application, and the degree . 
of fuccefs with which his works were at 
$rft received, with their influence on the 
public tafte of Italy, and on every lyric ftage 
in Europe, can only find theib in his 

(a) Mufital Tour through Germany^ &c Vol, i. ArC 
Vienna. 

(h) Memmg ptr firvin alia vita M Mstastasio* 
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Letter*-;^ we fliall proceed to ieled, cxr 
^a^y and traudate, luch of them as ilili 
Iremain unnoticed, concerning the fubie(|uen( 
part of his life. 



LETTER L 

TO SIG. SAVBtIO MATTEIf 

Having no experienced and trufty corrc- 
ipondent in Triejie^ I have not been able to 
avail myfelf of your fagc counfel in fixing oq 
a commiflioner there, who would undertake 
to receive and forward to Vienna, the box 
which you have fent by that road ; Mit I am 
acquainted with perfons here, who are on 
very friendly terms with the conful in that 
city, Sig* D. Giovan Battijla Orlandi^ and { 
ha^c ulrs-aJy obuuiicd ii pronuic of hie affiil- 
ance with refpc<3: to the box in queftion ; io 
that we have reafon to hope for better for-j 
tune from the prefent expedient than the 
paft. f advice which you give me of the 
' precious contents of this box, makes me 
very impatient for it^ .arrival % after which 
you ihall have tianfiruttcd to you, an exaft 
relation of the pleafure and profit which 
this acquifitiou fhall have produced. In the 

mm 
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meaa time^ I beg of you to deliver, iii my ^ 

name, all due acknowledgments to the 
moft worthy counfcllor Patriztj\ -for tho 
generous alacrity with which he Jias fecond- 
ed your beneficent intention of enriching me 
with his excellent writings ; and aifure him 
of my lincere re(pefts. I have read with 
equal delight and admiration, your new, 
eloquent, fage, and learned diflertation, 
upon the Dramatico-Lyrica poetry of the 
Pfalms ; auJ 1 do aoL fee how it is poffible, 
that oppreifed as you are with the enormous 
weight of fo many legal, profcfllonal, ikci ary, 
and domeftic cares, you are able to preferve 
entire and equal to yourfelf, that wonderful 
vigour of mind, which is neceffary to the 
continual produdtioii of new works, as valu- 
able for their corre&nefs, as genius and 
variety of knowledge- Then I know not 
how to expreis to you my fatisfadion, in find* 
ing fuch an exadl coincidence ii\ our way of 
thinking, concerning the affinity between 
the ancient and modern theatre, and tliat, 
without the leaft communication with each 
other on the fubject. In an extrad from the 
poetics of Ariftotle, which I have lately 
augmented, and in which 1 have endeavour- 
ed to combine the dramatic precepts of this 

great 
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great philofbpher with my own but / too 
long experience ; and likewife in the notes 
which I am going (o amuie myfelf with 
writing to my old tr^nflatioa of Horace's 
Epiflle to the PiiOd, ) fee, (hat your reaibn- 
ing and mine fct oflr* from the fam^ lourcc, 
though they meet in coucurrci^c^ by mere 
accident ; and the fpontaneous opinion of 
fuch a one as you, puts me iu humQU^ with 
spy own. 

I am forry that your well-known partialitx 

'n\ my ia\ our, fliouiJ cxpofe you to a pai d- 
cipation of the vigour pf the learned authoir 

■ 

of the Roiiiaii daily literary journal agaiiul 
qfie, whole impatient finceirity has manifeftljr 
n}? for objcd, and pot you : but the opportii* 
nity which it has afforded you of becoming 
by this laft projudion more wonderful, and 
more celebrated, and me of being able to 
boaft of fuch an inftance of your aiFe61ion, 
certainly demands our gratitude more than 
leleutmeut. To fay the truth, I fliould 
rather have expc6led from my country, a 
detcacc than an attack ; but it isjuil that aU 
, private regard fliould give way to the advah- 
tages of public corre^ion. As for myfelf, 
my dear Sig. Saverio, who am rendered 
callpus and ipipenetrabl9 by old habits (good 

or. 
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tif bad) contra£ted by an uninterrupted ufe of 

more than half a century, and in which I 
have been indulged not with an accidental^ 
but conftant favour of the public, it would 
be manifeft injuftice in me to pretend to fee 
or feel the neceffity of the propofed correc- 
tions; and upon the inutility of admitting 
them, you have written with io much learn- 
ing and Iblidity, that I (hould be utterly un-* 
able to add any thing to your reafons, which 
would not be repetition and iliperfluous* 
Allure yourfelf, therefore, that my aifedUoa 
for you cncreafes, in proportion to the new 
and iliuibious proofs which I receive, from 
day to day, of your friendihip. 



L E T T E R IL 

TO THE SAME* 

In ihort, we muft never defpair. Fof 

when I had relinquilhcd all expeflation, that 
the box of books, which you had kindly di- 
redled to me fb many months ago, would 
ever arrive, the inclofed letter of advice 
from a courier of Triejiep moft unexpeftedly 

informed. ^ 



. ij 1^ . . .. y Google 



9 

m 

( u« ) 

informed me, that all its contents had long 
been in the poiTeffion of Ratrof^ the druggiil 
at Vienna. I fought, and found him. lie 
has configned to my meiienger^ the book 
of couniellor Pafrizj; and the mufic of the 
Pfalm, fet by Sig. Cqfaro^ with fix volumes^ 
that is to lay, two copies of the three firft 
volumes of the new edition, in odavo, oC 
of the poetical books of the bible ; and all 
this, not only without a box, but without 
any kind of envelope, or direftion, to in- 
form the dmggift how to difcover to whom 
theie goods appertained. It will now be of 
no coniequence to inveftigate the caufe 
of this diforder ; I fliall tlaerefore indulge 
my impatience, and immediately proceed to 
give you an account of the effe6l which your 
precious gift has produced in me, though 
hardly Jumnrn labiis degujiatum. 

" I began by reading the ilril con- 
fultations of the very worthy couniellor 
Patrizjy nor did 1 dcllfl; till I had entirely 
adniired them all. I am extremely obliged 
to you, for having enriched me with fuch a 
treaiure ; and I entreat you to inform the 
illuftrious writer, of my true relpeft and gra- 
titude, for the honour he ha& done the re- 
public of letters, and his country. 

z Of 




» 
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Of the mafterly Pfalm, by the celebrated 
Cafaro{c\ it does not become me to fpeak. It 
is ail acquifitiou for Signora Martiaetz to 
appreciate^ not me. She feized, played, and 
fung it, the iiiAaiit it was received in my 
prefence; and it appeared too fliort. We 
returned to it, and tried it again the next 
day, more deliberately ; when (he difcovered 
in It new beauties, and determined to ftudy 
it Conftantly for her improvement in har- 
mony* She has commiiTioned me to render 
you a million of tlianks, for your kind atten- 
tion ; and I join to them my own acknow- 
ledgments, for the pleafure which I have 
received myfelf in hearing this admirable 
xnufic performed. 

I Iiave ftill to fpeak of my new obligations 
to you, for enriching me with duplicates tX. 
the fecond edition of the three iirft volumes^, 
of your moft learned book. I have already 
examined them, though fcjlinanti cctdo^ 
and £nd that this edition is more elegant, 
more convenient, more ornamented, and 
more rich than the firft.— The beautiful 
oAave ftan^a, the learned difertation on the 
traditions that have been preferved, &c» ,and 

(r) Sig: Cafa&o^ an excellent NeapoUtui compolc^ 
in a concdi aad mailcrly Mq. 

what 
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what you have added, are ail worthy of you, 
and extremely applicable to the fubjeft. But 
what has intereiled me moil, is aa unex-* 
pccUj porLrait, clcgiuitly drawn, of my dear 
^ignor Saverio, and that which he has fo well 
delineated, in words, of his moft worthy 
i&ther. I have been pleafed to find in the 
features of the firft, particularly in the eyes, 
a peripicacious vivacity beaming from the 
mind ; and that exemplary tiUal tcziderne& 
in the expofition of the fecond, which ren- 
ders viiible the excellent heart of the 
painter- 

But amidft fb many motives of fatisfac-" 
tion, I cannot conceal my chagrin, in per- 
ceiving what a number of my letters you 
have publilhed, in fpite of my continual 
prayers and remonllrances to the contrary. 
If, Sir, you had believed them fincere, loving 
me as you always feemed to do, you would 
not have manifefted your afFcftion by con- 
tinuing fo conftantly to afflidl me ; fo that I 
am convinced you muft regard my antipathy 
in the fame light as Virgil did the fiiyuels 
of Galatea : fugii ad faltces^ & fe cupit 
unte vidirL But if fuch is your opinion^ 
you arc miftaken, Sa, and wrong me very 

yxucl^*^ My timidity, I know as well as you, 

may 
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may be carried to excels, but hot to \xf^ 
criiy ; and, at prefent, you ought to have ft 
better opinion of my heart. Pardon^ of 
rather receive kindly, this tranfport of fcru* 
pulous friendfhip, in which all diffimulatioii 
is culpable ; but iUU continue to love your^ 
&c. 

Vienna, Mif tadn 1773^ 

s 

Letter niv 

TO THE SAME. 

k 

If flfi violent tenfion of my nerves, par-* 
tlcularly in the head, and hypochondriac 
affe^ions^ which at this time of the year 
plague me infufferably, and deprive me o^ 
«dl adivity, and power of application how- 
ever flight, have not abated my eagernefs to 
read yoiir philofophical and very learned 
differ tation on mufic ; and I have determined 
to give it a fecond perufal, for which 1 fliall 
be well rewarded, as foon as I am able to 
Undertake it with lefs heroifm* In the mean 
time, let me confefs^ that the partiality in my 
favour, which rtins through all your writings^ 
if it does not convince me of my merit, 
liffures me of your love; and I am ex- 

volu, HI. t trewely 
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trcmely grateful for ia dear and valuable a 

foileflioQ, 

The tnth^ wkkh ydu aflert concemiiig 
modern theatres, with fo much eloquence 
and learning, are fo evident and incontefti- 
ble, and have been- but too long remarked 
with indignation by myfelf, that in a fit o£ 
di^uAy I determined upwards of fifteen years 
ago, never to enter any tlieatre again, ex- 
cept that of the court, which for my com* 
fort, is now wholly fliut up. When abufes 
are arrived at their higheft cxcefs, nature, 
and the inAability itfelf of human affairs, 
alone can cure them. You may flatter your- 
ielf with the hopes of feeing this change, but 
not I ; fo that it is more your bufmefs than 
mine to endeavour to haflen itr 

The ingenious and lively fcherzo poetico 
(poetical flight) for the cnfiiing fcflival, which 
you have been ib obhging to fend me, is 
worthy of the occafiun. I have perufed it 
more than once, with that pleafure which I 
always receive from whatever comes from 
your pen ; and I coBiitantly find new cauie 
of admiration and envy, at the fecundity 
with which you treat every fubjed, however 
barren and common in itfelf, I pray heaven 
to prcfervc you, and forgive tl\e abufc of that 

vigoujr 
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Vigotlr which it has granted you^ by allowing 
yo\xr{c\£ no kind of relaxatioti amidil iuch 
fiumerous and different applications. Wifli- 
ing for the continuance of your aifedion^ 
I f emain> &d; 

Vienna, December 3>..i773* . 



As no more than two letters from our 
Bard to this fpirited and voluminous writer, 
remain tb trsinflate slnd infert, though their 
dates are pofterior to thofe which are flill 
behind, addreffled fo other perfons, we Ihall 
finifli this correlpondence ; as the letters be- 
ing chiefly on learned and critical fiabjefts, 
are too much donn^&ed by reference to each 
other, to be feparated without fatiguing the 
recoUeftion of the reader. 

LETTER IV. 

TO 8IO. 8AVBRIO MATTSI. 

TH£a£ is no occaiion, my dear D« Saverio, 
to reform any of the verfions of the Pfalmit 
which you have obligingly fentme, they being 
already fo advantageoufly adapted for the re- 
ception of muiic. I am truly feufible of die 
laboar which you muft have had ia feleding 

La. parages 



paffagcs favourabk to Airs, Duets, and itrips^ . 
aiid in faithfully cotnprefling into them the^ 
feulc of the text) witliout lodug that noble« 
ticar, and elegant fmoothnefs, fo neceflary ta 
mufic^ fo eafy in appearance, and fo difficult 
. to attain. But do not repeat of jour fatigue. 
It is concealed in amafterly manner i and you 
have fully accompliilxed what you propofedr 
Ibthaty at prefent, every compofer^ill employ 
in theic J^^alms^ botli the ipecies intp which 
Ariftotle divides mufic ^ that is, the plam and 
j^riii (as the ancients in the diveriia) ufing in 
the Recitatives the firft, \X'hich is fo fimple 
and unadorned^ that it is futficiently formed 
bj the mere cadence of the vei^e ; and in the 
lecond, the more ornate, which acquires the 
name of Melody in our Airs> as the ancient 
did in the cofttica, monodiai Jlropbes^ antti^ 
JiropUs^ and epods. This melody is formed 
(as you very well know) principally from 
rbytbm or numbers^ of nhich the metres 
arc a part ; but thefe metres do not con- 
fiitute rhythm^ if not arbitrarily varied I 
and compouxidwHi by a ccmbiimtiaa of pe- 
riodicat mealiures^ which are invented, witb 
more or feis £dicity» by nw^^^al cobi- 
poftrs m prv portion to their genius and 
abilities hence abto' that alloring and in- 
fitlite variety iu tht; .iiri o^f diaereiiC m^lers 
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to the iame words, in the Subje<3, Move* 
#xxeixty Style, PalFages, or whatever you ^re 
plealed to call tliem^ But the coiiveuiencc 
whiq)i con^poiers will find ii) fetting your 
Plahns to mufic, is manifeft aiid cadkib ; 
being now furnifhed with rhythmic poetryt 
inflcad of the mere accents of profc, which 
they were obliged to 4eek and expand or 
contract into meafure, for the fake or their 
melody. I congratulate you on your fuccefs 
^I this enterprize, and myicif, in hnding 
that wlthoui previous difcuffion, our opinioi^s 
c(Miftantly coiiKide* 

1 cannot forgive you for unjuftly calling 
yoi^ eIo(^uent and learned letter, to the jour^ 
nalift of Modeoa, mere babbie. Such in^. 
juftioe merits reparation, and of the fame 
kind as that of Longinus, who havipg called 
the eveiits of the Odyffey of Homer mere 
dreams, immediately repents, and adds: bu( 
tbey are the dreams of yove^ . If, ho vvevc r, 
I was flifpofed to ceniure you, I ihould per<p 
haps fay, that the occafion did not merit fuch 
pains. But every thing merits pains, when 
there? is any one, who like you, can turn 
every lubjeft to general inftruftion, as well 
as to the iiicreale of his own fame.. All 
yo\ir fetters which I have found in tl^e iheets. 
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%yhich you have fent mc» are extremely wof» 

thy of the writer ; but particularly, the ele^- 
gant, reverential^ and decorous Latin epiftle, 
addrefled to the Servus Jervarum, In^ort, 
there is no literary province in which you 
arc aot a citizen. 

But do not, my dear D« Saverio, imagine 
•the lame of me ; for if I had not a fmall place 
in Pamaflusy I ihould perhaps find a habita-!* 
tion no where elfc. What can I therefore 
fay to you about the various e(&ys qn legifiar 
tion, by yourfelf and others, with which you 
have lb obligingly funiilhed me ? It is true, 
that I diicover fads in them, that have beeu 
mentioned in your works, and try to under- 
Aand them; but 1 Ihail never havQ the 
courage to diicover my opinion of them 
If a poet may be allowed to judge of the 
eloquence and hillorical part of a work, I 
ihall lay lincerely, that I l^ave read with in-j 
finite plealure, the life of the Marquis Fra^ 
giannif written with elegance, ^nd judgment, 
and rcdviccd In tlic moft dUIicult form of a 

* The late Dr. Johnfon, having been Ihcwn a proof- 
ikttt of ^DiJ/irtathn en tbi Mufic tf thi Jnc 'unU^ by 
the Editor of Metaflafto*s Life and Letters, ikid to hinv-^ 

Sir ! the woius axe well afrsmjcd: but I do not unde^- 
\ ftan^ oneof them." . 

3 continued 
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continued dedication to the learned and fage 
reports and cafes iu jurifprudeace, of coun- 
cilor Patrizj. I ihould wiih to this great 
and mofl worthy friend, the fame and fortune 
of his celebrated ma0;er Fragi^hni, if I did 
not already difcover that the firft is pre* 
pared, and that he is not far from the other : 
I (hall therefore rather form wiflies, as you 
are inferior to none in merit, and in <he 
uni venial efteem which that merit has ac- 
quired you, that vanquifhing every obftacle 
which envy may throw in your way, you 
may compel fortune to join in rewarding 
your virtue. Continue, in the mean time, to 
honour me with your regard, and to afliuio 
yourfclf, of the high eftimation in which I 
• hold your exteniive knowledge, and wonder- 
fyX talents ; and that, I (hall be always, &c. 

Vienna, Jsmiary 15, 1^74. 

l. E T T E R V. 

TO THE SAME, 

I AM extreifiely obliged to you, my dear 
X)« Saverio, for not fuifering me to remain 
in ignorance, of your elegant and excellent 
poem on the birth of .our Saviour. In its con* 

h 4 trailed 
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trailed form, the rich mine from which i| 

has been drawn is diicoverable* Such ma- , 
fterly miniatures fcmetimct coft the mor^ 
trouble^ in proportioii to the neceiiity of con- 
cealiog itf in thefe poetic labours, more 
than in anv other* I have communicated it 
to feveral perfbns* AU applauded it, and I 
am tiattcred by the coafirmatiun of my owi\ 
opinion. I am told^ that an edition of your 
Plalms, is already printing at Padua ^ lee. 
that this moft happy Caiizonetta is infertcd 
in one of the volumes : as thefe ihort com- 
pofitions are fooii loft, when printed fepa*. 
rately. I am impatient to iee this Pata« 
vinian editioii, of which I am told, aad 
much more, the many oorre6bons which you 
fay you have made iq thole places, which 
did not iatisfy your extreme iaftidious taile,. 
tliough fo uiiiverfally approved by others* 
The learned men of that ieminary, make 
me hope that the edition will be extrcQicly 
corred ; and I wilh it a$$ much fuccefs as I 
do the magnificent edition of my own works,, 
which is now preparing at Pari$« 

The cold, horrid, and phftiaate- winter^ 
with which we are ftill- ftruggling, is not at 
all favourable to my hypochondriac afiec-^ 
tions : tha poor nerves fuffbr more than 

% ' ufual. 
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ufual, aiid require a greater expence of 
patience than my capital can affiird. How-i* 
ever, there are people who bear petrifad:ioi\ 
heroically ; but the trade of a hero is a curied 
(rade. 

I am extremely grateful for the valuable 
acqulfition, which your golden writings have, 
procured nic, of fu valiaiU, learned and cele- 
brated a champion, as the Abate Cefarottii 
whofe vaft knowledge, fublime genius, and 
wonderful aflivity, I have long admired, in 
every ^>ecies of pleaiing and profound liteia^ 
ture, I am only forry, that he has armed 
himielf with my trifimg wprk$ againl^ our 
foreign foes ; but the fmalleft twig in fuch 
hands, becomes as formidable a weapon as 
the club of Hercules. Adieu my dear friend. 
Take care of yourfelf, and believe me ever, 

Vietwat February 15, 1779. 



4nK)ng Metaftaiio's literary porpipondn 
f nts, whom he never few, or had heard of^ 
till made acquainted with their exigence by 
a prciciit of tiieir works, was the Abate. 
Mazza ; who, in 1 766, fent him two poeti«!'^ 
c4 elTays, ^ccom|)^ed with a letter, whiplv 

the. 
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tixQ imperial laureat acknowledged with hif 
accuftomed urbanity. Indeed though neither 
thp writings^ nor the name of this author 
fcem to have penetrated into our country, 
the elegant and warm encomiums beftowe^ 
on them, by lb cxquifit^ a judge, deducing 
for mere civility and fcjiur of offence^ ^aackp 
t:uriofity and an eager wifli to be acquainted 
Kith ^pm. I have read the whole of your 
prefent," fays he, in his firft letter to this 
Abate, and almoft re^-ready with the plea** 
*• fure and admiration which produ(Stion§ fo 
^ rich and elaborate deiii^rve* Yqvl have no 
f* oceafion for my vote, to be fure of a dif- 
i^guifhed place in Pariiaflus. Your own 
^ t^eiits, learning* indefatigable application, 
^* and fmilhig time of life, render your elcc*^ 
tion certain. What may we not expe^ from 
•* a foil, which produces (uch exqulfitc fruit, 
iLt a period whefi lowers can hardly be • 
expeded i I can fee no obftacle which can 
check your flight, but want of volition. 
Natural difpofition armed with fueh vari* 
ous knowledge, wants only felf-^coniidencei 
to enable you to quit the tra6ls which havQ 
^> been fo long beaten by others, and finally 
to feek in your own judg^nc^ut the true 
M ps^tjjs to ptility 4eiight,--r»f-you muft 
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f ^ not exped that I (hould. (peak of your elo» 
quent and flattering letter, nor of the 

^ magnificent (bnnet which accompanies it, 
la fpcaking of either, vanity would appear 

^* through the traiifparent malk of humility/* 

}n 177I9 after praifing in very ftrong 
terms, fome other poems which this author 
had ieat him, Met^ftaTio adds : I congrar 
tulate you fincerely on your fuccefs in 
thefe produ&ions ; and from the fmall por- 
tion of propheiy which | may cl^m as an 
old prieft of AppUo, I venture to predifSl, 
that you will appear to pofterity, one of the 
brighteft ornaments of Ui? Italian far^ 
^^ijaflus." 

Again, the fame y^^r^ he (ays to this 
young poe( : from the fiiperabundant rc-t 
" turn of praife with which you honour me, 
•* in your laft letter, 1 begin to fear that my 
^ apprpbjettioQ pf your lyrical compofitions 
" has been regarded by you, more in the light 
of gratitude thaq juflice ; therefore |xi 
avoid eycry expreffion that may be con- 
firued into panegyric, | muft tell you with^ 
^* hiftoric fimplicity, that you have wonder- 
fully united the lively flaUhcs of genuine 
poetry, with the minute philoibphical 
fuialyfis of th^ clT^nc? and adivity of that 
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harmony which is fought in all the opera* 

^ tions oi iiature," 

And finallyi in 17739 he tells his poetical 
corrcfpondent, that he had repeatedly read 

the three odes on the ef{e6h of xnufic» the 
^ hymn to the Creator, and the two fonncts 
*^ to his fbvereign on the commencement of 
•* the new year, and always with neiw plea- 

fure and admiration : and inftantly dif*^ 

covered in the richnefs of the metal, the 
^ mine that had produced it. To fuch 

poetic eloquence, alwa) s big with ideas, 
^ always ibnorous, fparlding, find equal to 
•* yourlelf, it is not permitted for every iiiha- 
" bitant of Parnafilis to afpire**— but the bard 
^* exxtreats him not to riik the dilgrace of his 
•* judgment, by excefe of partiality to him- 

leii, or provoke his readers., to examine 
**'his merit too minutely.*' 

If a fp^cimen of Metaftafio's elegant and 
polite ackuowledgmcat of unlolicitcd favours 
|rom new correfpondcnts was. neceflary, per-: 
l^aps his firft letter to the Marquis Andnqfi 
}night be fe^eded, as a mpdit\ of ^ts mnd, 
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I 

L E T T E R VI, 

to THE MARCHESB LODOVICO ANDRBASI, 

OF MANTUA* 

Returning home the other day, I found 
on my tabic an elegant cafkct, big with mofl 
Valuable merchandi&, and delivered without 
dire^on or letter. Upon enquiry, my fer- 
vant told me, that as far as he could gather 
from the bearer, it was a prefent from the 
Mar4uis Andreaii : but he was unable to 
difcover the name of the benevolent com** 
miliary, who had undertaken to have it de^ 
livered to me : and he therefore ftill remains 
incognito^ This circumftance diicovers the 
author, Aud who eile would have thought 
of giving me (uch a fweet, and flattering 
teilimoay of his remembrance^ which aioi^Ci > 
without embeUiihment, is always fuflicient 
to fulfil the meafure oi my ambition ? .For 
if this contrivance had no other merit in my 
eyes, than the having employ edyour thoughts 
on me, for a few minutes extraordinary, I 
fliould think myielf in a particular manneir 
indebted to it. 

Now 
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Now you have ib well fwecteaed mf 
tatiftencc hy your gifts, forget not to hono\ii^ 
itie with your commtod^ and give activity 
to the reipe6t and gratitude with wliich I 
' ifiave the honour to htf &c. 

Vitfuit, June 14> 1773. 



We fhall now return to his old confidential 
friend, Sig. Filipp6ni> fecretary of the uni-* 
■veifity of Turin. • 

LETTER VII. , 

TO SIO. FILIPPONI. 

TiTE prolix enumeration of the amiabld 
and refpedable quahties of this Count Scar-^ 
Ttqfigi which you have detailed, my dear 
Filipponiy with (uch ieeming pleafure in your 
laft letter, is but a repetition of what I had 
long iince learned from oirr friend Count 
Montagnine, who v. as perfedly acquainted 
with his merit, and blattered me with the 
hopes, of ibme time or other procuring mc 
the honour of (b valuable an acquaintance* 

My 
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My felf-love does not rife to fuch a height^ 
toy dear friend, as to believe my private 
letters fit to fee the light, having been writ- 
ten m hafte, and ient away without ever 
being read by myfelf. The rapacity of print- 
. ers, who make not the leait fcruple of en- * 
riching themfelves at the expence of aa au- 
thor's reputation, haverattempted, without my 
permifion, in Naples, Florence, and Bolog- 
tmf to -pUbliih a coUedion of th^ ; but thank 
heaven,; I was apprised of their intention 
time enough to prevent their putting fiich a 
defign in execution, and ihall continue to 
prevent them in future, to the utmofl of mj . 

j)ower« 

The manifeft inattention with which your 
royal prefs (at Turin) has publiihed the 
tenth volume of my poems, does not make 
me wifh to fee an eleventh volume printed 
with equal negUgence ; you will therefore 
believe that I fhall not be very diligent in 
coUe^ng materials for it. 

Vienna, May 2, 1774* 
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LETTER Vim 

TO THE SAME. 

As >QU had prepared me, my dear frieiidt 
for the arrival of the moft worthy Count 
^carnqfigi^ at this court, it is my duty to give 
you an account of his reception. This mi* 
uiiler, ill the few days which he has reiided 
at Vienna, nas already had the power of 
acqumug the approbatioii aad efteem of the 
whole court, the miiiiftry, and the nobles. I 
was early in paying my xefyt£k& to him ; he 
has repeatedly honoured me widi vifits, aad 
We have already pafied ibtne evenings to« 
gether, under my roof, in a fmall fociety to 
Which I am accuftomed. So that I have had 
the advantage of long converiations with 
bim^ and found him cultivated^ obliging, full 
of various and uncommon information, and 
of a gay and graceful commerce, in which he 
has the faculL) of pleafmg, without the leaft 
tin6hire of diplomatic myflery of dignity; 
hence, I venture, by virtue of my poetical 
privilege, to predidt, that he will fulfil his 
commiiQion With applaufe. 

Hitherto 

a 
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Hitherto he has lodged at a villa bx the 
environs of Vienna; but he has taken a 
magnificent houfc in the city, where I fliall 
make tny eourt, when age and infirmitiea 
will allow me. He has frequently ^ken 
of you with regard ; and I can percetvey 
clearly, that he remembers you with affec* 
tioh. But let this ibflice for the prelent, as 
it id all that my tumultuous hypochondriacs 
will allow me to write. 

Viennai Auguft x8, 1774. 

L E T T E k IX. 

'to THfi SAME. 

Yoxt may trace and afcertain, my dear 
Sig. Filipponij au almoft immemorable and 
uninterrupted pofleffion of my tender friend* 
ihip, and are enabled to figure to yourfelf 
what coniblation I muft receive from the 
afluranccs of your affcfiion, and the emotions 
which your laft moft cordial letter muft 
have occafioned in my mind ; I ihall there- 
fore not attempt to deferibe them, nor fblicit 
the continuance of your kindnefs^ as neither 
of us has it in his power now to change his 
iyftem. 

VOL. M You 



You are. now. ill the midft of the feftivity 
of royal.nuprials ; auid we have no reafbn to 
onvy you, we are likewife enjoying the. 
prckuce of his mofl: ferene highnefs the 
Archduke Ferdinand, and the charmingr 
Archducbeli his conlbrt, the Princefs d'Efte^ 
who has endeared herfelf to all the inhabit-i 
ants of this country, from the court to the 
cabin. The magnificent and numerous dc- 
monftrations of joy, with which our court 
honours and adorns the prclencc of thefe 
great and beloved guefts, are truly impenal; 
hut you will, however, tar lurpafs us in the 
ftrife of felicitation, as You will preferve 
your aci^uiiitions, and We are not far off the 
painful moment of being bereaved of ours. 

Adieu, my dear friend. Preferve your 
health, and continue to believe me invari- 
.ably yours. 

Vicmia, October 12, 1775* 



This is the laft letter that fcems to have 

been prelerved,.betweeu thcle two old friends; 
though Sig. Filipponi lived, and feems to 
have continued the cor^elpoudence, till tlie 
yc^ar 1779. The following letter of con- 
dolence to his Ibn, is a melancholy record 
. * - - . - . . of 
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of Metartafiu's afflidtlon, ou the deceafc of a 
peHbn for whom he feems to have had fo 
cordial an attachment. 



LETTER X. 

TO SIG* LVIQI FILIPPONI, 

Auditor of tie Roy a/ Chamber of Accounts to 

the King of Sardinia. 

The melancholy news of the deceafe of 
your worthy father, my old and moft cordial 
friend, Signor Tommafo Filipponi, did not 
arrive without an ill-boding precuribr. The 
unufual long parcnthefcs which he begun to 
make in our correfpondence, had already. 
For fbme time, occafioned black fui|)icions, 
concerning which I was afraid to enquire^ 
left they Ihould be verified. From my own 
great and 'juft affliftion, I can comprehend 
what yours mull be, wounded at once, in 
the two moft fenfible parts of the heart. 
But if I am not entitled to the fame degree of 
pity as is due to you, diidain not, at leaft, to al* 
low me to be no unworthy companion in your 
forrow, and in that atFediou which we have 
both had in common. Forgive involuntary 

M a brevity. 



( ;64 ) 

brevity, and believe me to be with the Mdk, 
fiticere and re^pe&fttl efteeniy Sec. 

Yimoi Match ij^ 1779^ 



The foUowiag letters of this period, will 
ihew how dexteroufly Metaftafio eluded 
gratifying the vanity of authors, who fent 
him their works, in hopes of obuiniiig from 
lus candour and politeneft, Ibme token of 
approbation, as a certiorari^ in palliag them 

through the Vforld. 

9 

TO COUNT DANIEL PLORIO. 

wJbm, Metafiqjio^ (Jays the editor of its 
Letters) was m chfe friendjhip and carref^ 
fimdence. 

It is imiiece0ary &r ma to inform you, 

S|ir^ of piy i^iternai and candid opinion con- 
ceming the adI^^1ible Pindaric ode, which^ 
with afie^^o^atQ p^rtialityy you have been 
pleaied to communics^te to^ me* It neithcjf 
is, nor ci^a difl^rent from that which 
the produ£tions of your cultivated and aJd- 

nMrfible genius have always exa&ed from 

mc ^ 
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roe ; and which^ to do kottonr to my own 
judgiUjeiiCt I never tired of repeating at 
;all times and in all places. To fecond, by 
my ot>6dieocef your exceiiive modefty^ in ^ 
moft attentive rc-perufal of this moft neat 
iuid fiaiibed Qompofitiony I have £)ugbt9 
mth almoft malignant follcitude, for fijmc 
little impeffedliony which I might, with the 
Jieaft appearance of reafon, pgint out ; but 
have QOt fucceeded in finding one ; otk the 
contrary, in th^ie refeaiches, I am more 
and more convinced^ thtt your poetic vigour 
13 encr$afed» inftead of dimini(hed, by years ; 
and am confirmed iA my former opinion, 
(hat whoever would b^ acquainted with the. 
true enchstiiitiDig language IpokeD iii Helicon 
^ by Apollo and the Mufes, fhould read your 
yerfes, Hieie indijputable truths I am^ 
proud to kooWi and anxious to puUifli: 
hence you may ea% imagine what pleafure 
it wpuld afford me to £cizo the opportunity 
which you would give me of prefacing your 
incomparftble poem, when printed, with a, 
letter ; but, tor my great misfortune, I am 
totally unable to avail myfelf of this permii^ 
fion, And here I ihall relate to you the infu- 
• perable obftacle^ Many years ago, it was 



/ 166^ y 

% 

the cuftom of a fwarm of very obfcure in-9- 
our Italian Parnaifus, imitating each 
other, to feud me their works in manufcript;; 
and afterwards print them, prefixing, with- 
out my permiilion, the letter^ which in mere 
civility, I had writtcii, in returning the.MS.. 
I did not fail to refent thi$ ; but my letter- 
oiily produced a formal requeft, that my. 
opinion (or rather eloge) might be printed 
with their works. I reilefted, thfit if I b^d. 
only obliged thofe who deferved it. the reft, 
would have been in a furyi and if 1 had in-: 
difcriminately complied with every req^ueft,. 
I muil h^ye appeared either like the : amr. ' 
bling nag of Silenus, pr a paoft impudent 
^nd baref^c^d flatterci-. Hfnce, I found it 
t^e, iafeft way, to gjcci^fe myfelf, modeftiy^ 
to all. Thi^ la>y, which I neceflarily im- 
P9f^- myfelf,. is now bccomQ invaolable* 
from the juft fear of offending thpfe to whom 
I cfwe refpea, and with whole requefts, for 
the reafons juil ailigned, 1 was unable to 
comply. Fity mp therefore, my dear Count, 
% my not being able to j^yail myielf . of lb - 
favourable an opportunity of doing honour 
to my judgment ; and be not offended, if the 
ge^us irritabile vatum which impolbd ilknce 

on 
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on Horace, fhould terrify mc. I thank you 
however, for the partiality which fug^fted 
the idea, 

yiennii^ April 15, 177 J, 

I 

L E f T E R XII. 

TO TH£ SAME. 

Afx£r a prdiix reply to your laft favour; 

eoxncs another, with a magiunccnt Sonnet 
to my honour and glory. And what exce& 
of poetic furor could have ftimulated my 
dear Count, after more than forty years of 
affectionate friendihip, to let about leading 
into the temptations of vanity^ a poor foU 
lower of Apollo, who has already laid down 
the laurel and worn out lyre, and offer , to 
him that precious incenfe which ^alone be« 
longs to the luminous ions of forculie 1 God 
forgive you ! If :I had not, for t\iQ rcaiba 
affigned in my preceding letter, beett'depri^ 
ved of the power of calling the mules to my 
affiflance, and was not bjafiiy occupied in 
executing the orders of my fovereigijs, J 
fliould perhaps have tried to revenge myfelf, 
by another Sonnet? but I -am Wry glad of 
jhis legitimate excufe, which Ikreens me 

M4 ' frow 
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from the dUadvantage of a parallel, particu^ 
larly with thefe ihort arms, which I 
ufed to wield, 

LETTER XIII. 

TO 7HS SAMS* 

My poor Nuga cmorm are unworthy of a 
place amoag the choice aad learaed volumes 
wiuch you are coUefting. However, if your 
iond partiahty ihould ohfiinateiy determine 

ou elevating them to fo high a rank, wait at 
leaft tiU they are adorned with their nuptial 
dreis, which our intrepid editor is at prefent 
prepmag for them at i^s; and who, if . 

he fulfils his promife, will embelliih tliciix 

with eleven copperplates, tsquihtely engrav- 
ed, of which he has already fent me feme 
prooAt Tihis will be the neateft edition 
which has hitherto appeared, and wiil, in 
ibme degree, be an exouie for its admil^ 
£on into your library, as the ^oellence 
of the frame inay make fane ameiiBs for 
tbe mc^diocrity ef the pi6hure, 

ViaaMi, A|ia ^ mi- 

The fidlowixig.kttler to a young author 

c^f fooj^^ lank, iiJi foQiety ^ ^eafti if aot 

amoag 
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fluncmg poetSf ieems worth infertiony aiot 

Olily for the elegance and politci^els of our 
aiithor*s complimeiiti, but for the judgment 
good taib .with wbi^h ^ives liim bi| 
gdvipe. 

E T T E R XIV. 

fILOMAEINOf 

A YOONG gentleman in the firft flower of 
^uloieicence, to have mounted already io high 
in Pamaffus, is a phenomenon, no lefe rare, 
th^n important. The valuable ipteimens 
which you have feixt me, are fufficieat to 
manifeft the uncommon fertihty of ybur 
gemus, the wonderful perfeverance of your 
application, the . vigour with which you in- 
vent and think, and, above all, your natural 
propenfity to a noble clearnefs and perfpi- 
cuity, which has not yet been feduced and 
contaminated by that obicure ftyle which ha$ 
ftrangely reigned, for fbme years, in many 
parts of Italy ; whcre^ defpiiing^ the favour of 
the people, (hat i$, of the moA certain 
jguaraiitees of immortality, and afFefting pro- 
fundity of wifdomandfcience, writers are loft 
In the dark plou^ of tb^ confufed oracles of 
4 P^lphos; 
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Dclphos : their ftylc has not cfcapcJ the 
mafteriy whip of our great Vcnofmiau bard, 
ill his jirs Poetical * . , 

Et tulit ikquium tnfiUtum facundia praceps t 
Utiliumque fagax rerum^ & divina futuri 
Smiligis nm dtfcrtguit fintgntia Dtfphiu 

' Thus poetry precipitately flow'd, 
^ And With unwonted elocution glow'dj 
Foiir'd forth proph^c truths ia awfui ftraiit, 
Dark as the language of the Delphic fime. 

, Francis. 

Confide, therefore, in your natural good 
fcnfe ; remember always, tiiat the hrft duty 
of a writer, is to make himfelf intelligible ; 
(hat the mofl difficult art of being clear, 
wipliout finking into meannels, is much 
jnorc generally tailed^ than the begging 
dignity from d^rknefs ; and Vll engage 
all my little credit, as an old Deacon 
of Apollo, to fegure to you a mpft dift ■ 
tinguifhed place among the celebrated names 
of the eledt Italian poetical band. ■ 

The partial cxprcfljons w ilh u luch you 
honour me, are extremely fluttering ; and I 
(hall not enter upon demonftrating their exr 
ccfs, left I ihould bring on myfelf new terap? 
f^tions of vanity from the fame quarter. 

. yicni» ' 4pril 1-775- 
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The fubfequent letter to the ingenious and 
eloquent Ex- Jcfuit, Eximsno, will probably 
gratify the lovers of mufical hiftory. This 
hold writer on Mufic, publiflicd at Rome, 
in 1774, a treatife m quarto. On the Origin 
and Rules of Mufic^ with the Hiftory of its 
^o^efs^ dechnfionf and renovation^. In the 
preface to this treatife, the author modeiUy 
confefTes, that by a combination of circum- 
ftances too long to relate, he chanced ^'four' 
years ago^ to give a glance at mulic." And 
during that fhort period, he not only made 
liimfelf mafter of the art, but difcovered 
. great defeats, both in its pradice and theory. 
He propofes in his difTertation, nothing lefs 
thaii a total diforganization of the prefent 
iyftem of counterpoint, which if adopted, 
would probably contribute about as much to 
the meUoration of mufic, as the revolution 
in the government of France has contributed* 
to the happinefs of its inhabitants. He 
fliews no mercy to the ancient mailers of 
harmony, and as little to the moderns, wh9 
adhere to the old regime. This author, a 
icholar, mathematician, and man of tafte 

• Deir origine e dille regiU ddla mujica^ colla Jloria del 
Jk§ frogrejfoy decadenxai * rinmvazkne* Opera di D, 

AlfTONIO £xiMENO« 

* • r ....... ' 

fju4 
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and learning ia general literature, writes 

with fire juid eloquence, on fubjefts within his 
competence ; but after trying to ptUl down ali 
the ancient temples to Apollo, the buildings 
he propoies to ere£l in their ftead, were & 
dcfedive in defign and execution, that, tiiey 
crumbled to pieces before they wef e finiitod 
nor do his pUos ieem to have been adopted 
by any man of genius or fcience, in order to 
propagate his dottnnes. 

In i775f this mufical Reformer attacked 
Padre Martini^ the moft learned Contrapun^ 
tift of the pref^at century, in work cn^* 

titled, D&uits cmcemmg bis EJfay en tie fun^ 
damental PraBice of Counterpoint *. And if 
he had confined his cenfures to the txA 
great partiaUty and attachment of this good 
father, to the ancient method of building ai) 
ecclefiaflical harmony upon Canto fermo^ h^ 
would probably have formed a powerful fcft;^ 
but, extending his hofiilities (o the works of 
^11 the fathers of harmony, and to thQ , 
ancient fundamental principles of the art, 
his opinions feem to h^v^ been np mor<^ 

*DMh 4U P. Antokio Eximbno U faggtai 

fondamentale pratno di contrappunte del r^vertndijifiid Pa^ 
in Maeflro GiAMBATTiSTA Mart|KI. In ^oma^ 
.r»uiQ del Gji|bikp> mdcci.xxv«, 4to« 

r(?l|)c^e4 
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Mfpefted sit Rcmie^ or in any part of Italy, 
otk the fubjed of mufic, than thole of Luther 
or Calvin, concerning religion. 

It not only appears from the following 
ktter, but from other letters of Metaftafio^ 
Aat Signor Eximeno had proje&ed a fehema 
for printing this poet's operas, with the 
original mufic in icore, which iiad been (et 
to them by the great mailers of Italy, wheti 
Aey were Ifirft performed* ' To have ailifted 
him in the execution of this plan, and others 
which he had ia meditatiaii, would have 
occupied too much of the Imperial Laureates 
leifure at his late time of life ; nor does it 
leem . likely, that at an earlier period, he 
would have involved himfelf in labours of 
iiich a kind, with a man fo deciiive, and of 
fuch difficult commerce, as D« Eximeno* 

s 

LETTER XV. 

to SIGNOR D. ANTONIO EXIMENO. 

I^^x>OLSNC£ (which at my time of lite, is 
but too legitimate an excufe) has not bten 
the only caufe of my tardinefs in anfwering 
your judicious, learned, and afFedionatc let- 

tei of 1^^ June : a letter which alone is fuf- 

ficient 
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ficieat to coavince me of tbe vail extent of 
your talents, the value of the ample trcafure 
with which your amazing indefatigable ap- 
plication has enriclied your mind, the 
fapience of Horace, that is, the corred 
judgment which reigns in all you think and 
write, a faculty which has at all times been 
uncommon, even among the greatell writers, 
and above all, the debt of gratitude for the 
exaA correlpondence of ideas which load$ 
me with I'uch vifibly cxceffive, or rather 
affectionate partiality, as that with which 
you honour me and my writings : But a 
wifli (not a command) of my auguft Patro- 
nefe, that I would write Ibme veries upon her 
delightful Imperial refidence at Scbonbrunn^ 
has obliged me to run unexpededly to Par- 
nafTus, and bring thence in hafte, a tribute of 
the few flowers that I have been able to gather 
in the humble bourns, bc\oud uIulu I am 
forbidden to afcend. It certainly was not the 
merit of my homage, but my prompt obedi- 
ence which procured in writing, in Ipeech,, 
and in Imperial munihcence, fuch marks of 
favour from my generous Ibvercign, and fo 
fuperior to my hopes, that I cannot yet re- 
cover from my confufion : and thefe, with 
. the addition of attending the prefs in print- 

3 ^^^S 
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.mg thib late fruit of my exhauftc J foil, havc^ 
till now, entirely abforbed all my adivity^ 
wliiqli has ever been circumfcribed, but at 
prefent becomes more ^nd more limited than 
ever. 

After this juftification, let me, in the firft ' 
place, thank you for the favour which you 
have done me in defcribing the darknefs in 
which you were involved, in feeking for the 
true and fblid principles of inuUc : fincc 
the example of fuch enquirers as you, dimi- 
lulhes my own mortification in fimilar at- 
tempts, which I fbon abandoned, in def- 
pair. 

The immenfe, and extremely expenlive, 
enterprize;, which you have in meditation, 

of publilhiiig a new edition of my dramas, 
. with their moft favourite mufic, and with 
fucli iuevitably copious obfervatious as you 
will he obliged to give in defence of your 
opinions^ opprefs my imagination, which 
reprefents totme the enormous fatigue, the 
exceiiive expence, the little hope of your 
indemnification by the uiuiibcr of pui chaicrs, 
'and ftill more, with the painful reflexion, 
that I fhali be utterly incapable of aflifting 
you, as an able amanueniis in this laborious 
undertaking, the diminution of my phyfical 

force 
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force not permitting me to pay with pun^*^ 
ality, or even with flioft anfwers, my debts - 
to all thole who hdtiour me wilh theil' 
tetters. 

My ^ works, however, would be in want of 

but too much corredlion ; but how could 1 
plunge into fiich a lea of trouble? I have 
already tired the public with too many of 
my gingling tfifles} and, bcfides the vigouf 
and patience which would be wanting to go 
over them again, I fhould have to combat 
my vicious temperament, which inclines me 
always to doubt of myfelf, and not merely 
from excefs of mode%, but from in&tiable 
felf love, which frequently makes me reject 
what is good, to run after what is perfed; 
by which means I run the riik of choc^g 
at lafl fomethhig ftill worfe than the firft. 

Add to all this, that the appearing in print 
has always imprefled and llill imprefles me 
with fuch refpe£^, that without ab&lute ne-^ 
ceffity, 1 fliould aevef have had the courage 
to ri{k its effe&s. I ihail hert give you 1 
proof of this ditfidcnce. Many years ago^ I 
undertook and compleated an extraft from 
the Poetics of Ariftotle,. in which, chapter by 
chapter, I coiifeired what I was able to un- 
derftandy and what remained ftill obicure to 

me, 
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tne^ in fpite of the diligence and fagacky of 

the mull illufcrious commentators ; I tried to 
acquire a more clear idea of the nature of 
Poetry^ Imitation^ and Probability. By examln- 
iog the Greek and Roman dramas, I have 
demoqArated-the falfe fouadation of fome of 
the rules laid down by modern critics; and 
have pointed out the authority which the 
text gave me, of laying down certain axioms, 
which the pradice of more than fifty years 
has fhewa to be erroneous. Even before I 
had made this extra£i, I had traaflated into 
blank verfe an exa6t verfion of Horace's 
Art of Poetry, with the moft fcrupulous fide* 
lity, illuftrated with notes, that were neither 
common nor pedantic, but neceflary ; and yet 
thefe two labours, terminated long luice, not- 
withftanding the folicitations of my friends, 
ileep quietly in my port-folio ; and there 
they Will rcmam uudiilurbcd : as I cannot 
poffibly mufter courage fuificient to pubhih 
them. With this difpofition of mind, you 
may cafily imagine, Sir, what agitation your 
afFeftionate and partial proposition of em- 
ploying your pen in writing my life muft 
have occafioned. Drive from your thoughts, 
1 entreat you, my dear D. Antonio, fuch 
wicked temptations, if you wox^d not ex- 
VOL. ill. N .ceilivcly 



ceiliveiy aiflid me by your too great defire of 
doing me honour^ It is a perlloui gcnerolity 
to be prodigal of incenfe ib fweet to fuch as 
me; it wouldexcitc nothing but env) , diiputes^ 
and malignity, among partizans; but ftiliif 
by means of your enchanting eloquence, it 
tvere to lucceed to your wiihes, in obliging 
the whole world to be of your opinion, and 
jrou (hould lifl me up to the fkies, I mud 
confefs (call it weaknefs or realon, as you 
pleafe) I do not feel myfelf inclined to be a 
living Ipedator o£ my Apoth6ofi$. With the 
fame fincerity as I confefs my infirmity, per- 
mit me to acknowledge my infinite gratitude 
and true fehfe of your partiality towards me, 
which I regard as a hibft Valuable acquifi* 
tion. But how would it be poflible for Me 
to inform you of the Beft Mufic that has 
been fet to my operas, having fcarcely heard 
of any but what has been performed in 
the theatre of the Imperial Court i and of 
this, the chief part has been fet by thb 
celebrated Caldara, an eminent contra* 
puntifl, but extremely deficient in expreilion, 
and pleafing melody* 

The moA painful efi:e£l of my inability, 
would be the diminution of your cftcem : 
but you are too juft to regard as crimes mere 

mvoluntary 
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involuLitary defc£la : with this hope I lhall 
therefore entreat you to believe me to be,, 
with the higheft regard, &:c. 

P. S. I am impatient to free my confcience 
from the weight of a great number of cor- 
refpondents, who have long been unavoid* 
aUy negleded, for the reafbns fpecified in 
the former part of my letter, in order to 
acquire leiilire fufficient to enjoy the delight 
and profit which I expeil from the perufai of 
the books which you have fent me .: but in 
the me^n time, let me gratefully (hank you 
for the procicMis aiid obUging gifts. 

Vienna, Auguft aft, 1776* 



la' this dexterous manner did Metallailo 
extricate himfelf irom the wild and imrea- 
fonable projed propoied to him by D. Ant. 
Eseimem^ and it ihould ieem, from giving 
an opioioa of his Txeatife, and attack of 
P. Martini ; -for we hear no more of cither. 

The Bard had another Roman correfpond* 
cut on his hands about this time, who wiflied 
to inli& him in a iervice for which he feems 
at all times to have had an invincible repug- 
uaaois. His lear of giving of&nce^ and love 
ef traa^uillity, made him decline polemics 

K z and 
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and comparative criticilmy not only with 

relpcft to the works of Uviag autliors, but 
even of thofe who had been dead more than 
2000 years. But. let him Ipcak for Iiim- 
lelf . 

m 

* ♦ 

LETT E.R XVI. 

TO THE ABATE * * *, AT ROME. 

« 

The affedionate partiality with which I 
am honoured, by a pcrfon of yoiff tincom- 
mon merit, would oblige me, in return for 

fiich goodnefi, to be more pundual in my 
anlwers, and more difFufe in my expreilions 
of gratitude, did not the precarious ftate of my 
health, and the ravages of time, which con- 
fpirc dd) hy day to dunimlh my vigour and 
activity, deprive me of the pleafure of cor^ 
relponding with thoic whom 1 mofl: love 
and efteem, and who have deigned to think 
me worthy of their regard. From this in- 
genuous confeffion, you may cafiily compre- 
hetni wiietiier i can be m a itate capable of 
executing your commands,, in pvkig my 
fentiments Oil the. Work&. of JSopMocks ,simi 
Euripides : an enterprile very unfit for me tcr 
midertake, wh^. sm.i>y iJOt^Ji^ AY&x^.pym 
' • ' to 
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to a vice, to the drawing parallels, which arc 
generally odious^ and lubjed to the in(ult$ 
of critics and difputants. I Ihali therefore 
confine myfelf to the telling you, laconicallyt 
that I regard thefe two iiiuilrious Greelc 
poets, as two artifts equally excellent; that 
Sophocles is ikilfuliy majeltic ; Euripides mor^ 
fimple and tender: that the firft is full of 4u- 
minous ideas, and the iecond of affei^iim^ 
more true, and natural ; ^and that botlji 
equally aftonifh, by ^e xonda^ of the pridr 
cipal action, by the exaft delineation of cha* 
ra&ers, and by that moft difficult power of 
modelling, and chifeling from the life, the 
paffions of die human heart. But I com* 
munieate my opinion to you in mere co^f 
fidence ; nor will you think it ments publi- 
cation, if you have any reg^d fgr my credit; 
therefore, begging ^ou tp fpare my blulhes, 
I remain, &c« 

yi^noa, Ji^^ i6, 177I 



The following letter to the fame anonyr 

mous Abate, whq had written a differtation 
oa Modern Mufic, a muiic which MetsUiaiip 
.(eems to havci qej^arpd with gjcat fcvprity, 

N 3 wil^ 
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mil difclofe to the reader the poet*$ ideas qq 

the fame fubjed. 

LETTER XVn. 

9 " 
m 

TO TH£ A^AT£ ^ AT &OM£« 

1^ I wai not occufued and fatigued with 

iiiy prefent employment, and rapidly declin- 
ing and tottering under the weight of years* 
I (hould not ucglcd a correlpoudence io 
valuable as yours, from which I am certain of 
deriving fuch great advantages ; being well 
convinced by your obliging letters, with what 
rich and rare merchandize your ilorehoule 
is furnifhcd. I congratulate you on the 

acquiiition of fuch inefttmable treafures, and 

wonder how it has been poflible for you to 
unite with the noify occupations of the 
Forum the elegant amufements of Helicon; 
and that, in fpite of Themis, you are able to 
enjoy fuch delightful pailime with the mufes* 
I have, at length, had the pleafure of read- 
ing your diifertation on Modern Mufic^ and 
afTure you that you have greatly furpaffed 
my expedations« But above all, I have been 
furprifedat the arrangement of the materials, 

the 

* 

a 
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i^eaUiefs and elegance qf the ftyle, the 

ingenious texture of the arguments, and in 
|hort, at the artful and inafterly manner ii|i 
which you h^ve thrp\yn lights on the moi^ 
remote and dark antiquity. To thele in-? 
f omparabii^ excellencies of profound learning^ 
muft alfo be added, your iiiitiatio|i into the 
myf^eries of harmony^ which feems very 
confiderable, and gives great force, lullre, 
and weight to your opinions* With relpe6t 
to the intriiific excellence of Modern Mufic, 
I am of your opinion; and agree with you, 
that iiSi eftedts aie fevy^ and feeble, compared 
with thofe which Plato afcribesto the ancient. 
In fa&, ouf mufic ^ enervates the mind^ 
teing fo extremely arUiicIal and refined, 
that it is impoffible to trace through it, either 
probability or natural expreffionj and yet, 
|rom iqfuperablchab^t, it is becon^e the reign- 
ing model of almoft all the mufic of every 
pation : as men judge mord by their ears than 
by f eafon 'f. By divifions and artful modurr 
Jalions of voice, and by the union of {o great 
. a nuiph^er qf different ii]\flirumentSjt the {eaC^ 

. * * ***** * 

* The Italian. 

t Mufic is more t^e obje£fc of fenfe duui inteUed; 
vfe is to pleaie the ear, not to improve the tinderfbuiding^ 
It has been faid, that mufl^ can awaken and excite fenf^« 
' VionS) but caniiot rcafon* 

. N4 18 
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is flattered and tickled to iuch a degree, that 

it remains enfeebled, and aimoii bewitched^ 
by thofe long and rapid trills, which, though 
' they refemble ib much the warbling of birds« 
pkalc us much lefs, becaute lefs natural. 
The pleaiure of converiing with you, drags 
me on inieiUibly ; and pleafed with this 
tranfport, 1 flatter myfelf with the hopes of 
youi- affectionate forgivenefs. 

Vienna, September 8, 1776. 



Metaftafio, late in life, readily joined in the 
almoft general complaint againfl rapid and 
difficult execution in mufic ; and yet, at 
other periods, he was partial to a Farinelli 
and a Gabrielli, whofe chief excellence was 
execution. The extraordinary taleuts, perhaps, 
of thefe fingers greatly encreafed the cele- 
brity of his dramas; but when that was 
firmly eflablifhed, it was natural for him to 
wifh to fimpUfy muiic, and render its powers 
inferior to thbfe of poetry. Indeed there 
never was perhaps a lyric poet who did not 
lijien with ian evil ear to the rapturous ap- 
plauie given to a finger in performing an air, 
of which, according to the l^te Mr. Stillingr 

fleet, 
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fleet, nobody would think of reading the 
words, but the author 

We fliall now return to Farinelli, in the 
correfpondence with whom there is a hiatus 
^jalde deflendusy from 1 769 to 1 776, which has 
not been accounted for by the editor of his 
letters. In 1770, when I faw Farinelli at 
Bologna, and frequently mentioned Meta£- 
tafio in our converfation., he ipoke of him 

his beloved Gemello^ fhewed me his pi^re, . 
and, in 1772, Metailaiio fpoke of FarineiU 
^ith reciprocal kindnefs : ib that there ieems 
-to have been no breach of friendihip, cool- 
nefs, or diminution of afFedion, on either 
iide, during the chafm m Metaftafio's printed 
correfpondence ; and the accident which 
<dpcca{ioned it remains yet to be diicovered. 



LETTER XVm. 

I 

TO TH£ CAVALIfill FARIN^I^LI. 

* 

Mt poor abortion of an ode to Scbon^ 

krunn^ is really born under the favourable 

* Principles and power of mufic 

influence 



( ) 

influence of all th^ pl^i^^t? *• The approT 
bation which it meets with, to the woade^ 
and co^fufjou of th® i^uthor himfelf, is per- 
taioly not merited t>y its tntrinfic wodtb. 
That it Should fipp^r maryeUpus to s^y 
' GeifieUe, long blinded and feduced by hi$ ol4 
tender ^iTe^Uoii, now tfa^isforined n^Q 
tiire, is c| pjiaenoinenoa not difficult to e^fr 
plain ; but { atn at « lo& to difppyer ^w bp 

been able tp coaimunicate his partialitie;» 
to tb^ir ievere and enlightened eminencies^^ 
to fuch a degree as to iiiciiue them to honour 
me with their ben^volenpe mid approbation. 
)t now bep^es ypur t«ilk to eucj^vour ta 
preferve theadvantages which you have pro- 
cured me, by reprelenting tP them» Wti^ 
your enchanting voice, my grateful, humble, 
and refpe^ful fentiments to the Cardinals 
Borromeo and Buoncompagni i affuriug the 
iirft, that I have always prefent in my mind 
his venerated perlou, with all the train of 
great qualities by which it is diftipguifhed : 
and affirm to the fecond, that notwithiland* 
ing the viciflitu^ies which oeq^fioned my 

* This ode, of which the author fpeaks in feveral let- 
ters to different peribns, did not appear in any of the printed 
copies of his wosks which I liave f^en, durifig his life It 

conUfts oi twenty -fix ilanzas> fix lines in each. ' 

quitting . 

I 
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quitting my cov^try before be had beccMDOie n 

citizen of the world, I am not ignorant hovr 
much he has bcmoured it, and how much 
bis kudabk atUons, and amiable mauaei9 
have encreafed the luftre and ipjbndour to 
which be was bom. 

It is fome confolation to me, that your 
familiar complaints have had the difcretion 
to fubfide, for a little while ; miiie are con* 
ilant ; but I dare not complain : at my age^ 
I iiave no right to complain : murmuring 
would but irritate my mfirmities^ and render 
exiflence more painful. We have here, as 
well as you at Bologna, all the amufements 
of the Carnival : operas, plays, Italian and 
German, public and private balls, feftivity, 
banquets,^ and vigils, without end ; but all 
thefe cannot produce, in this tranquil nation, 
that epidemic hilarity, which in our gay cli« 
mate is transfufed into all charaders, not 
only thofe that feek it not, but forcing itielf 
even upoi^ thole who wiih to avoid it. Alid 
at prefent, fiich as I are well ofF if they can 
defend themiclves from the horrible third 
winter, which, like the liver of Prometheus, 
re-produces itielf: and it is certain, that 
without the valid patronage of our beneficent 
^QYCSf we Ihould at prefent be in the ftate 

of 
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. of thofe prcfervations which yon have cer^r 
tainly heard of, in the mountains of La 
Mancha^ or the Sierra Morena^ I forget which, 
that, without faking, become incorruptible 
when buried under a deep fnow. But you 
have fet mc a fcribbliag, though the nerves 
of my head proteft againft it. Adieu, dear 
Gemello. 1 do not put you in mind of lov- 
ing me, as, after ib many proofs, it would 
be ^ Ipecies of ingratitude to imagine, there 
was any occafioa for it : but by taking care 
of your health, you will give the bed proof 
of it, to your moft conftant friend. 

Vienna, Febniary 9, 1776. 

LETTER XIX. 

TO TilE SAME. 

It is not to prelent you with tlie inhpid 
fruit of my exhaufted foil ; but to fulfil the 
inviolable right of our twmflilp, that I fend 
you a copy of my ode to Scbonbrunn^ which 
is juft come from the prefs, in order that you 
may have the diftin6tion of being firft puniih- 
ed, in fome way or other, for the want of 
merit, which but too eafily will be found in 
-my produ<Stion«' I did not accoippwy my 
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poor prefent with a letter, bccaiifc I muft 
have done the fame to other periods to whom 
I ovv e relpedl and gratitude ; and the time it. 
would have required, would have robbed me 
of the merit of folicitude. The more than 
exceffive clemency, which my moft auguft 
Ibvereiga has publicly expreiTed, in ipcaking, 
writing, and afts of generous munificence, 
has. tilled me with iuch joy, and confuiion, 
that I w as a long time incapable of thinking 
of it with any degree of compolure* . Be not 
offended therefore, my dear Gemello, with 
my innocent iilence ; you ought, indeed, the 
more readily to forgive me, as the fame thing 
would have happened to your own heart, in 
fimilar circ\uiilhinces. . 

I honeftly difburfed to our friend Poggi\ 
the affeAionate compliments which you 
remitted, auJ iie is to reimburle you, on 
account, when he Ihail again fee the ais's 
tower In the mean time, do you pay ou 
my account two hundred kind remem-* 
brances^ accompanied with innumerable pro;' 
teftations of efleem and affedion, to my 

♦ La Torre degil Afinellt, A celebrated tower at 
Bobgoa, thre^ hundred and fi3cty feet^ high. This city, «t 
a didance^has been compared to a flit{b . of wUcb tiie.to\m 

de^^U Jftrulli fQems the mail* ' - 

dear 
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dear aad i/vprthy Abate Tan^^ who is ever 
prefent to my thoughts ; wifhing him the in- 
demnifications of fortune^ who^ at prefent, 
makes a ihamelefs parade of her hoAiUties 
to merit. My health is not what I wiih it 
but it is better than I have a right to expe£i : 
£> that I dare not complain. Preferve jotir 
own carefully t and fail through the akernater 
good and bad viciflitudes of life, guided by 
that found philoibphy with which nature bBS 
liberally furniihed you, and continue to be 
always as much mine as I am yours* 

Vienna September 30, tjj^m 

LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME. 

H&aft comes another moft cordial le^er 

from my beloved Gemello, who, througli 
excefsof affeftion, repeats the approbation 
which he had profufdy given in a former 
letter, to my few verfes on the Mights of 
Scbonbrunn ; verfes which have no other 
merit than what is refle£led on them, fi uiu 
the general favour and veneration which dte 
public beftows on every thing that concerns 
my admirable Sovereign; -and tiiis repetition 

affords . 
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afFords me infitiite comfort, not merited by 
die found of my difcc^da&t lyre^ but us att 
indiiputable teftimony of yollr afFeftion, of 
wfaicfay though I am already convinced fay a 
thouiand proofs, hew coii^firmatiaiis are 
always f eceiv^ with delight. The thought 
of honouring my deiif Gemello with a viiit, 
is worthy of the generous heart of her Royal 
Highnefs the Dutchefs of Parma> the illudxi-^ 
ous proteclrefs of the fine arts ; who is not 
only an exquifite j^dge of the abihties of 
artifts, but appreciates their probity, candour, 
and fpotleis morals ; rare merchandize;, and 
not always iuificiently valued. I can never 
forget her performing the part of Apollo, by 
which, with her enchai^ting voice and ange* 
lie figure, fhe rendered one of my feeble 
dramatic compofitions, wntten by order of 
my moft auguft Patrouels, admirable and 
iublime, and lifted me up to a degree t^f hap- 
pinefs, of which 1 ftiall ever be proud. 

The benign gracioufiiieis with which 1 have 
been remembered by her Royal Highnefs, at 
once comforts and confounds me, in the 
generous manner with wiuch ihe has deigned 
to fignify it repeatedly, to the Venetian 
Ambaffador, Count Durazzo^ and to my 
dear Gemello ; and from the htuation of your 

own 
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own heart on (imilar unexpected occafioas^ 
you may perfe6Hy imagine what muft be* 
the emotions of mine. 

Adieu, my dear Gemello, I (hould write 
a longer letter, if my conilant hypochondriac 
aiFe£tions, rendered more troublcfome and 
perverle by the coldy would let me ; but ia> 
fpite of all my defedb and inhrmities, con- 
tinue to love me. 

Vienna, November 13, 17 76. 



The next letter to Faiuielii, dated March 
13, 17779 contains little' more than thanks 
for a preient of various things fent in a cheft, 
which was not yet arrived ; and elegant com- 
pliments and grateful eiFufions to Cardinal 
Bttmcompagnty for his partiality towards 
him» and expreffions of gratitude to a 

* 

Bolognefc pliyficlan, who had enriched his ■ 
difpenJiary with a prefcription in pure love of 
poetry. He finifhes this letter in the follow- 
ing manner : ** 1 ihall not ipeak to you of 
my incorruptible complahits, which I pre- 
tend not to deftfoy, and fhail forgive all the 
plague they occaiion, provided they do not 
♦ furpafs my patience," 

The 



. ij,..^.;d by 



The flottiglia^ as he calls the chcft, bciag 
ftrrived, fae writes iis follows : 

LETTER . XXI. 

* ' • ■ 

TO f ARINELLI, 

- The day before yeilerday, the 20th ioil. 
I was informed of the arrival at the cuflom 
houle, of the cheft, which you had fent^me 
ajid yeflerday morning, I received, and had 
it opened in my preience, and feund it fiiU^ 
of moft powerful temptations of every kind. 
The firft thing I thought of, was to feek and' 
tafte the fimnel^, chofen by you as a treat, 
for my fiivourite guefts. I believe this is the 
moil delicate fimuei that ever came .out of 
the cxquifite (hop of Parthenope. Oh my 
poor temperaace ! thou art in the moll 
imminent danger. And how can luch aflaults 
be refifted ? The& famous myrtles too ! 
Theie little boxes compofed and ornamented 

* Mifiaiciuolot is a cake made at Naples, of flduTf 
Ai^fu^ eggs, and fweet wine^ veiy di£Eeient from a- 
Shrewfbury fimnel, ivfaich i» % rich plum-cake iadoM in 

an impenetrable cafe, or crufFmade of flour and water, 
aiid coloured with faffiron, which preferves it irom injury 
aiMl decay in die voyages to the moft xcnote fiarta 

VOX*. III. O for 
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tor the tabic of Jove I Thofe excellent iced- 
qumces, with which the maiden care q£ the 
geuteel inhabitants of the monaftery <5f Saint 
Lorenzo, difdains not to flatter the pahites 
of others ; and that inundation of odours^^ 
piquant affi exquilite Rqueufs^ With which 
you fcrupie not to raile a tumult in the too 
fchfibie nerves of your poor Gcmclk/s head ! 
Bat the moft violent iedu£tion of all, and 
that which occafions the greateft agitation in 

« ' » ■ 

mj ToxoAi is reflecting upon the kind man- 
ner in which you muft have been for feme 
time employed in the fervice of your Gcmel- 
k), while chufing, ordering, and coUeding to- 
gether, liich a combination of various^ exqui- 
ftte, and precious merchandife. Accept my 
mofl hearty and afFeftionatc thanks: but that 
I may not abufe your kindneis to. the xnjuiy of 
my health, aad that thefe teftimonies of 
your love, may be of long duration, they 
lhall be enjoyed with the moft prudent par-^ 
fimony. 

I received iome weeks ago, an obliging 
ktter from Signora Giacmta Betii Onofrk: 
9 lady who voluntarily, a few years ago» 
began to honour me t with her letters, by 
which ^oae ihe is known to me« I aa« 
fwered them ; ai^id a& fiie fainted me in your 

namct 
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imme, I charged her with my kinde^i: com«. 
pliments to you in return ; pray tell me, at 
your convenience, whether Ihe executed my 
commiffion. Adieu, my deareft Charles. My 
head rebei$^ and has been for ibme weeks 
more troubieiume than ul'ual : but in Ipke 
of it, I have been, am at preient, and ever 

fliall be, wixile I exift, yours. 

Viflaiu, March aad, 1777* 

L £ t T E R XXli.^ 

TO TH£ SAMRk 

Ybuft moft kind anfwer of the 8th inft. 
permits me not, my dear Gemello, to re- 
main in that filence which my renewed 
hypochondriac complaints but too juAly 
authorize ; as, contrary to expe^tion, the 
return of winter has driven us back again to 
the protedion of our floves, which we haJ 
abandoned. The perufal of your letter has 
been more efficacious in calming my gloomy 
humoorsy than all the antidotes of philoib-* 
phy, which promife fo much, and perform ib 
little. I have difcovered how precious to me^ 
are the choice and exquifite dainties with * 
Vfbixii you have enriched me^ by that ava- 

o 2 ricious 
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riekms fepofna«e ^hidi f Ml in Hhihtt^ 
ting any pan of them^ even to peribns to 
whom I owe the moft fincere gratituile : bat 
the pain which the iacrifice occafionedt haa 

been recompenfedby the great pleafure which 
tbe approbation of my friends hafr occafioned^ 
and by the renewal of the juft praifes be- 
ftowed on the qualities of my dear Gemello, 
of which, to my great delight, I find the - 
whole world well informed. 

I am confhfed^ and proud of the partial 
benignity' with which the moft venerated 
Cardinal Buoncpmpagni regards me. And as 
you are juridically authorifed to procure me 
its Continuance, with the opportune and re* 
peated proteftations of my grateful, dutiful^ 
and profound refped, I here iblemnly de-» 
clare you, in this moft iinportant negotia- 
lion^ tny procurator, or rather, my Altbh 
EGO. Adieu, deareft Gemello, prefervc 
yourfetf carefully, if yon would contribute t<> 
the prefervation of your, &c. 

1 , . 
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TO THB SAMS. 

If you, jny 4ear Gemello, find yourfelf 
involved in die difficulties of tht P/aga/ times\ 
I am apt among the Authentic^. The laft 
winter aOailed me' with rheumatifin, tenfipn 
pf nerve^y impUcable hypochondriay and 
odier gentilities: from which the prelent 
l^enigii fealbn proaxiies tp d^vcr me^ 
though with lefs pronaptitudQ than I fliQuld 
wiOi, Bi|t according to the ancient pro* 
verb, we fhould i\xScx under the aulpices of 
conftant refignation ; h^ing for ^ood^ and 
foleraimg eviU - ' ' ' . 

I' thank you for the important peribnage 
which you made reprefent in the con- 
iiAory held by die tbroe wonhy^Catdinals ia 
^our l^Qul^ ; and when, and where, either 
in ipeech or writing, it is in your power, I 
beg you w41i BQt i^gled pre^entii^ (ton 
grateful and profound refpefts. ' 

An intrepid editor at Paris, has undertaken 
^ maguificeut ^u4 expeaUve edition of all my 

^ a)9C9^nt flf, J9^hicb, lee Jiiftory.of Mufic, vd. ti. p. 13, 
.J 03 works J 
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works ; and in infonxiing mc of his defign^ 
has tranfmitted to me proofs of eleven of the 
plates, already cxccllcqtly engrave4 : and if 
the reft correfpond with thefe, the coraice 
will be much mor^ ric|i and elegant than 
the building. I ftiall in due time inform 
you of the furtl^er progreis of this enterprise. 

Notwithftanding my having called for 
aiTiilancc in devouring the dainties with 

. ...... C( ' 

which your feducing Flottiglia has enriched 

my ftore*room^ I have not yet come to the 

bottom pf my ftores : fo tha^ I ftill continue, 
and lhail, the Lord knows how much longr 
cr, to mailicatc yoiu: favours, and mentally 
to embrace the amiable donor. . Adieu^ 
incomparable Gemello. 

yieiuia, JiineaSy 177^, 

LETTER XXiy, 

a . 

TO THE SAME* 

Having read with the highcfl fatlsfadion, 
Ibme weeks ago, in letters from Rome^ that 
his Eminence Cardinal Buoncompagni was 
preparmg to return to Bologna, I rejoiced 
extremely at the thouj[hts of your happinefs, 
^d wiihed inftantly to congratulate you 

/ 
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«ipon it% but my abominable faypochondnaci 
<xr rather byfterical afiedions, were in iiich 
a tumult, that I durft not touch the pen. 
At prefent^ as you have confirmed^tbis pleai« 
ing news in your letter of the 25th of July, 
which is but juft received, I fly with my 
whole mind to Bologna, to embrace aad 
felicitate you, and to partieipate-of your un* 
expe&ed happineis, in ipite of the obftinate 
perlecutions ef my various malaiUes. Do 
you be my eloquent delegate with this moft 
worthy Cardinal, and contrive to convince 
him of my veneration, gratitude, and relpe£L 
What CPU I fay to the unfolicited generous 
partiality of that moft worthy Marchioneft 
Pepoli Sfada^ in favour of my poor fill/ 
rhymes? The pi£htre which you have 
drawn of her, with the enumeration of h^ 
rare qualities and accompliihments^ render 
me proud of the acquifition of iuch a pro- 
tedreft, and I fliould be much more lb if I 
did not believe h^r deluded by your twinly 
fedudion* I envy extremely the fate of that 
volunae of my writings, which the AhaU 
Pignatelli has exalted to the dignity of his^ 
companion : and am only fbrry that he will 
not be better rew^r4ed for the trouble of 
taking it with him. Exprefs to both my 
gratitude ; you, who are not incommoded 

9 4 with 



witli my coofufioQ, fi^y da it muc^ bfi(^ 
than me. 

. I esf^ ioop (o roccive Paris e^jitor^s 

propofals ; and iliall iafurm you, the iiiflaiit 
they^ unvpf of tbo plftn s^id cpnditioas of 
thi> V4il enterpriz^. He wrote 9)e word 
ibme time ago, that Im Ihpuld aflbdat^ 
partnersi aud take in fubfcriptioiis ; not for 
advandng money, but to afcertaia the num- 
ber of copies which he m<iy veutur^ to worL 
off. Nothing is to be diibur&d till the work 
comes Qut» whacii wiU bQ delivered by ^ 
volume or two at a time. 
' Speak not to mt^ my dear ^melio^ of 
another fottiglia : 1 cannot get to the eudpf 
the fisSi ; think . therefore whether I ca^ 
aUo\K yovi tq feud a iecond. £eiideS|| more 
Yirtui^.thaii I poflibfi, i& neceflary to prevent 
intempcjrance in the ufe of your kia^uei^ : 
aadyou/ my dear O^eUo^ (honld be moro 
. lolipitpuQ foi^ my)^^\hf. than T^^^Ji plQa%c« 
• Adieu, dear Gemello: pref^rv/c in your- 
klf . a rare model of amiabl^^ •hpn^t gene- 
rous, and prudent i^ien, in the midft of fuch 
^r^ity; be affiined that I per|d£U)r knoifv 
you, 4nd thcjr^foi'e . gan ueVgr i:^afe to be 
truly )r«wi5B.'.': 

- .. • . .rVicBuia, Auguft 12, 1777. 

ft 
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The fteady aud aeat writing of your laft 
dear letter of the 1 5tk iafUnt, the chaarjful 
hnoiouf which reigns in it, and the gay 
fympofiacs which you deicribc, iif they do 
not eiiUrely make me amendsi my dear 
Gcmello, for my afflifVion at the news^ of 
the cruel and violent hurricane whicl^ youii 
health has lately fuffered ; I at Icail hope 

that this unexpeded attack which you fo 
valiaatiy repelled, was inferior to your re-^ 
maining vigour : aiid that it has made no 
impreflion^ on your machinCy whigh can 
difturb its equilibrium. I congratulate yoii 
on this circumi):ance, though I dp. not wiih 
you, however, to have frequent ocGafi^fixf 
luch congratulation. 

You fliall be obeyed in due time, with 

refped to. the copie& which you wilh of the 

new Paris edition ; but the progolals not 
being yet arrived^ I. am uz^ahle to anlVer 
yo.ur queries. 
I am truly feniible of the zeal which his 



( ) 

for corrections ui the Paris edition; but 
St is difficult to promsfe them all, as the 
editions whence this will be pxinted, are fb 
numerous. 1 certainly fliall not fail to rc- 
cocomend the meaiures he wiihes to h^vp 
puriued ; and in the mean time, plume my- 
felf in having my poor labours honoured 
with the attention of fo great a Patron. 
Present to him, I entreat you, my gratitude 
and veneration. Affure the moft obliging 
Marchionefs Spada^ and the. Abate Pigna-^ 
tettij of my gratitude, and that they ihall 
be informed of the method of becoming fub- 
icribers to the new edition, as well as of the 
time for paying their money, and receiving 
their books, as ibon as 1 fkaXL know it my- 
felf ; but of which, at pr eknt, I am whoUy 
ignorant. 

• Our honoured friend, Sigaor Poggi^ ha^ 
been very long in paymg you the fraternal 
embraces which I configned to his care % 
but the pleaiiire which you expreis in receiv- 
ing them, will not allow me to complain of 
this delay. 

Adieu, dear Oemello : take care of your* 

felf for your own fake, as well as mine, for 
the reafi)ns given warm from my heart ii^ 
my laft letter ; and which you, from grati-. 
ai^d jnqate ^oodneis, re|)ay me with 
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lulterelt I am pleafed with your panegy-» 
ileal expreiiionsy as proceeding irom that 
af{^ionate (hort-lightednefs, which makes 
mine, and me yours. 

Septqafeer 99, 1777, 



J£ T T E R XXVI, 

TO TH£ SAME* 

* 

The hilarity of your dear letter, of the 
j&otb of O&ober^ which, I know not fQt 
what reafon, only arrived yefterday, has 
given me more than niiial pleaiure. If this 
ierenity is a phyiigal potiiequence of th^ 
good ftatc of your health, I congratulate you 
on the folidity of your Uttle frame ; fmd if it 
is the fruit of your philofophical meditation, 
1 admire the vigour of your mind. My 
thoughts have not beeu iuadlive concerning 
you, during my iilence : I have ^ways been 
thinking of my Gemello, even during ^n 
indifereet attack of eryfipolasin my left foot* 
which has confined me to the hquf^ four 
entire weeks : and yet I owe it np ill-will, 
as It has left me in a better li^te than i; 
found me. We are here up to the chin in 
frpft and fpow j| but grown callous, by th; 

fr^i^uency 
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f^rd to them. 

. Yet the Teutonic wiiiter will cerUu^ be 

revenged for our pre£ent contcmpti by ipm^ 
infuppoftebtf ccdd weather ; but we flatter 
ouHelves that it will not be. of ion^ duratioxin 
and in the sntan time, are preparing for 
pur defence* I t^\y your vicinity to th<< 
venerated Cardinal Bum^mpagni^ the wor- 
thy Marchioncfs Spada^ and the moft accom-- 
]^Uflie4 Abate P^naufli: to all whom I beg 
df you to pcefent my gratefiii ?ad 

jrcfpefts. 

The printer, Rfggtano, pledges himfelf fbf 
what I cannot poiiibly give; having repeats 
edty promiied, long fince, all my inedked 
works to the publiiher of the Paris. editiQUu 
He had better wait for the French prefix 
and copy into his edition aU that ia new itl 
it : but thea tlioie pieces will not be inpdi"i 
ted. It would be great pity if ^he whole 
impreflioii, as you feem to fear*, fliould 
remain on his hands. The public would bi^ 
robbed of the numerous loflrydions con- 
cerning the dramatic art^ which^ in tiiiai 
edition, would ornament my poojr poetical 
follies. Adieu, dear Gemello, forget not tq 
beHiCiSfi me, &c. Sec. 

• . • P. S. 



Digitized by Google 



( 4os ) 

1^. S. trpon a more accurate pcrufal of 
your letter, I find it dated the loth of De^ 
cember, and not Oftobcr. Therefore, it is 
but juft to exculpate the pbft* 

VicniUy December 30, 1777* 



LETTER XXVIL 

TO TAB SAMS* 

After a moft beautiful Spring, during 
the firft thirteen days of the preifent mouthy 
that had rendered this country warm and 
fmiling ; the treacherous winter is returned, 
and has mortified the fields and plants which 
had put on their green and flowery drefi : 
fo that your dear letter found me i^gaia 
muffled up in the furs and flannels which I 
had but juil laid aiide, and extremely fcan« 
daUzed at the difcourtely of this climate. 
Since yefierday, it haa feemed inclined to 
behave better ; but I fhall not truft to it, and 
ihall adhere to the fage Spanifli proverb : 
Hajla el quaranta de Map no te quites elJayo*m 

You are all occupied with the reprelenta- 
tion of Alcefle ; and we are equally employed 

♦Till the fortieth of May . 
FUa^ tbjr ^doak not aiwa/. 



by the Acred eloquence of father Francefca 
Marmoi Bologna; whot in theltalian nation- 
al church here, has not only colle£led ai^d edi- 
fied a noble and nM>ft numerous audience^ by 
^ the fermons and diicouries which he has fo 
ably given, but greatly encreaied the juft 
reputation and eileem which he had acquir-< 
ed in this city two years ago. His depart- 
ure hence is fixed for the next month ; h€ 
is charged with my moft afFedtionate and 
fraternal remembrances, with all the viva:* 
city which could be given tO them, confifteut 
with the ferious and reipedUble chafa^r 
ivhich he fuftains. 

My health being better^ as I have hereto- 
fore laid, thaa I. have a right to expe£l^ I 
dare not give mzj to the temptation, ta 
which I am but too much inclined, of com** 
plaining. I muft, however, perpetually 
recommend to you the care of your own 
health, if you have any value for mine. 
Negledt not to keep me in the remembrance 
of the moft worthy Cardinal Buoncompagnij 
and in that of the no lefs worthy and noble 
houfe of Spada\ accept my thanks for the 
precious lentils which you have fent me, 
and believe, without ever facrilegioufly 
doubting of it» that I am yours. 

Vicjina, April 23, 1778. 

9 LET- 
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LETTER XXVm. 

TO TRB 

1 WISH, my dear Gcmello, that out twirt* 
fliip made you refemble me lefs in the tod 
frequent irregularities of health ; but your 
dear letter of the firft of this month, coft*^ 
vinces me, that you are no lefs obliged to 
be always upon your guard againft iniidious 
attacks of your tranquillity. I know that 
the moft Ipecific drug for our maladies^ is 
patience ; but to put it iu pradlice requires 
heroifm; and it hasever beenmyopinion, that 
the trade of a hero is not long fupportable. 

The benign remembrance of me by the 
Arch-dukes at Milan, at once confoies and 
confounds me : and I entirely participate in 
the favour which they have manifefted to 
you. It is but juft, tiiat he who fliares your 
pains, ihould partake of your honours. In- 
cluded in this account, are likewife the viiits 
which you receive from their Eminences, 
JBuoncampagnff and Simoni : to the firft of 
ivhom, I befeech you to renew the ufual 
atteftations of my veneration, as W|&11 as of 
my relpe£l and gratitude to all'the illuftrious 

£imily 
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Kaxmly of Spadaj and to all others who 
honour me with their remembrance ; but in 

particular, to the very worthy father Fnm^ 
€e/c0 Maria of Bologna; whts in a moft 
obliging letter, has given me a very exa£t 
account of the fiate of your health, and o£ 
my iituatioa m your good heart, as weU as 
of the afFedlonate and obliging receptioa 
with which you have honoured him* 

I hope you have already feen and read, 
the propoiais of Moiini the printer, at Rurk^ 
for publifliing a complete aad magnificent 
edition of all my works : I ihould inftandy 
have tranfmitted his propoi^ to you by the 
poft, if I had not feen the names of Meflrs^ 
^art^ oi Bologna, in the lift of commil^ 
doners for receiving fabfcriptions and deliver- 
ing the books, when ready ; which jrendered 
my original intention ufelefs. 

I ihould. lengthen my letter, but it is late, 
and 1 have people all around me ; lb that 
with a tender ami hafty embrace, I, for the 
prefcnt, take my leave, 

Vienna, June \% 



The itibtequent letters of this year to 
FarineiU,^ are^ chiefly on the fubje^t of the 
' ' 4 Paris * 
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analogy which there appears to be, between 
my opiDious and thofe of the learned journa- 
lijfts which you mention, and congratulate 
myfelf qii the occafion. I wilh I were able 
to felicimte you on the acquifitioa of that 
tranquil philofophy, which the moft excel- 
lent authors want, to render them infeniible 
to the auevitable afTaults of detra&ion.. But 
remember, my much 'refpefted Abate, that 
up r^ce of men has been plagued with this 
abominable contentious fpirit, fo much as 
m«n of learnuig. Think of Scaliger^ Era/- 
mus, Schioppusj Mureius, &c. I pity hu- 
manity for nothing fo much as that infirm- 
ity, which by its violence, reduces men, 
venerable for their do&rine, to the level of 
aftors on a public ftage, for the diverfion of 
idiots. If you would avenge yourfelf and 
crufli envy, it muft be done by an encreaic 
of merit. And the fpecific which I pi xiciibe 
to you, is the only one which I have ever 
propofed to mjielf. 

It is nece(fcry to be fcized (as for my good 
lortune feems your cafe) with an exceiiivc 
degree of kinduefs and partiality iii my 
•favour, to exalt into a model my old Epitlia- 
-lamium, written during the firft effer- 
vefcence of a juvenile fancy, when wholly 
' . . ignorant 



igiu»rant how much it wanted a bridle* Siif 
this kind of iblemh approbation, with which 
»yaa have honoured it, has reconciled me ta 
it fo much, that I am now blind to its dc^ 
fedsy and am proud^ that it has in any 
degree given occahou to io new, delicate, 
and pleaiing a production as yours ; or rather^ 
that it has in any way Teemed to eutitle 
me to a (hare of your praife. I congratulate 
you on the conliant iavour of the mu^s, and • 
am, <SwC. 

Vienna, March. 2H, 1779* 

L E .X T E R XXX VIL 

m 

TO THE SAME. 

YovR moft beautiful Epithalamium, neatly 
printed, has been delivered to me feme days, ' 
together with the remarks of the learned 
Journaliils. 1 have received new^pieafure in 
the pcrufal of the firft, by the mafterly man- 
ner with which you have contrived to refiify 
the miiiakcs of my early inexperienced 
youth; and in the fecond, have applauded the 
exa£i: juftice rendered to your extraordinary 
merit, which dncreaies every day— ^Take 
care of your health for the honour of our 

Parnaflus 
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Paris edition of the poet's works, and mutual 
complaints of infirmities and declining health* 
In September, he lays — " Here, ^he feaion, 
*^ which, had alr^dy threatened ud with the 
return of winter, is a^ain become ferene, 
temperate, and in every particular plea« 
iant ; I hope that your*s is lil^ewiie 
" changed for the better, and that the 
" indifpo£tions of which you complain^ will 
** be all removed. Mine, by dint of habit, 
have familiarized mp to patience ; ib that I 
do not complain of them, except lome 
phyfical ihock of the machine torments 
V me more than ufuai. Employ yourfelf^ 
" my dear Gemello, as much as poffible, to 
" divert your attention from thofe gloomy 
?* meditations to which I perceive you in- 
clined, and which; inftead of relieving, 
cncreafe our fufFenngs, Your former 
felicity ^as not fufficient to make you lofe 
your equilibrium ; a proof, that your 
mind does not want the ncceffary vigour 
for facing inconvenience. Adieu. I hnd 
that I have already moralized too much. 
Do not ceafe to love me, or, at leaft, to 
think uf me, which did not ufe to put you 
*^ out of humour ; and I will do the fame : 
" confoling myfelf always with the pleafure 

VOL. III. P . " I ^^^^ 
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•* I feel, in Tuppofing that I am pofleffed of 
*' your affedtion/* 

LETTER XXVIX. 

TO TU£ CAVALIER FARIN£LLI« 

It is not from entertaining the leaft doubt 
of your atTedtion^ on account of the time 
that has elapfed fince your laft letter, but 

to mterrupt the preicnption of fo long a 
iilence, that I vaiiquifh my too reafonable 
repugnance to writing, which daily en*-, 
creaks with my age ; and likcwife to give 
you on paper, a thouiand of tbofe embraces 
that I never ceafe giving with my hearty 
which is always the fame for you. In the 
news which has arrived here of the earth- 
quake at Bologna, you have been the firft 
obje£): of my refiedtions. But not having 
found your name in any account which ha§ 
been received here, I have aifured myfelf^ 
that you and your chattels have been unhurt: 
and this I am the more inlined to hope, as 
a letter from his eminence Cardinal Buon- 
compagni, addreffed to one of his correfpond- 
ents in Vienna, couilderably dimmilhes the 
horrors of the firft account, which werq • 

extremely 

• • * - 
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extremely exaggerated* The iame will like>^ 
wife happen to jou concerning the accouut 
of our magaziae of powder being blown up i 
which by the force of tragic eloquence in 
the firft relators, announced the deftnidlion 
of Vienna. Amidft all thefe events, my 
health obftinately preferves a good appear-* 
ance; but, though it deceives others, it is 
not fufBcient to deceivp myfelf, who really 
feel the iniidious progrels internally making 
by the enemy : and, like a theatrical hero, I 
am never able to impofe on myfelf in the 
laaie manner as I do on the fpe£tators. 

* Vieima, Auguft 19, 1779. 

LETTER XXX. 

TO TH£ $AM£» 

Your moft cordial letter of the 1 2th inft. 

as ufual, full of thofe affedtionate expreilions^ 
of which, without ingratitude, I cannot 
doubt the iincerity ; and feafpued with that 
gay and ferene eloquence, which alone can 
announce the regular equilibrium of our 
humour, has coni^led, rejoiced, and furnifhed 
me with arguments to confirm me in the 
hope, that heaven will long b.e prppitious 

p Z to 
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to my prayers, in prelerving yaur life for th# 
iblace of your fheods, and as a model 
for thoie who are capable of knowing and 
imitating you. who feci the weight of a 
pen at our time of life, gratefully receive 
snftances of that affeftion, which (timulates 
you from time to time, to comfort me with 
your letters. Padre Guardiano minutely 
informed mc of the delightful day which he 
t>afied with you in your garden of the Hef^ 
perides ; and 1 conibled myielf for not being 
of the party, by thinking of your own pleaiure 
on this occalion,. and wilhing you a repeti* 
tion of that happinefs ; flattering ni) fclf with 
the hopes of the Gemello not being wholly 
abfcnt, though far diftaiit. 

I believe myfelf entirely indebted to your 
conftant partiality, for being ftill remem- 
bered by the SpaJa family, by Cardinal 
Buoneompagni^ the Duke Rmrioy Signor PigH' 
atelli^ and Signor Germani Valdvoia : and beg 
of you to continue the talk of helping me to 
fee u re iueh aii invaluable bleffing, by rcpre- 
. fenting to them the refpe^i and veneration 
with which I am impreft by their condefcen- 
fion. Prefent particular thanks to Duke 
Riario, for the pams which he takes in em- 
belliihing one of my poor dramatic children 

with 
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with his elegant muHc : and^ in gratitude, I 
wiih him patience to pepforrn the operation. 

Cardinal Migazzi^ Cpunt Ro/inierg, and 
the Spanifh Ambaflador, will have your 
compliments, whenever I am able to tran* 
Iport mylelf into tlieir VQitex, which is at 
preient too tumultuous for me. 

Forget not, I entreat you, to render par- 
ticular thanks to our good father GuardtanOf 
for the lively account which he has givea 
me of the extafy into which he was raviflied, 
at hearing what a valiant defence your voice 
has made againft the injuries of time. I have 
it itiU frcfli in my memory, and I might 
fay in my ears, what it was when you firft 
afcended the throne of the whole vocal band: 
ib that I am not furprifed at his furprife. 

Vienna, November aji 1779. 



At this late period of the poet's life, he 
not only preferved his ^iftolary intercourfe, 
with furviving old friends, but accepted the 
voluntary ofiers of nf w eorrei^xindents, who 
Solicited his approbation* advice, oracquainb^ 
ance. Of the former cla^^, was the Abate 
Galfop to whom the firil letter in the coliec* 
tion, that feems to have been preferved, is 

p 3 dated 
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dated 1778, whea the Poet was arrived at 
bi$ eightieth year, . 

LETTER XXXI. 

TO THE ABATE PON ANTONIO GALFO. 

Six days ago, your moft obliging letter, 
dated at Rome the firft of June lail year, 
was fent to my houfe by' Count Erneft 
jyHarracb\ which letter (1 know not by 
what accident) having been nine months on 
the road, ba$ at length put me in pofieilion 
of your iuipriling mock-heroic poem. I 
have attentively read, and greatly admired 
it ; nor do I fee it poffible for me, without 
being guilty of ufurpation, tp arrogate to 
myfelf the title of your Mailer, with which 
through excels of politenefs, you have qua-* 
lified me in your letter. How could I poiii* 
bly communicate to You, that ardent, and 
. prodigioufly fertile vigour of fancy> which J 
feel but too fcnfibly I do not poffefs? 
How, immcrfed as I have always been, 
even to a fault, in my conftant endlefs natu- 
ral doubts, oould I infpire you with that 
frank and noble ardour, with which you 
have dared to open and purfpe a road hitbero 

yi^known. 
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unknown, through which you have mounted 
to the (umtnit of Parnaflus ? Ah, my good 
AbatCy ailault not, I befeech you, my due 
moderation with temptations fo violent : do 
)uiUce to your well-known merit : accept of 
the fincere fentiments of gratitude which I 
proteft, both for the valuable gift, and the 
mauifeft gratuitous partiality with which 
you honour me, and which I moAr amply 
return ; and permit me, inAead of arrogating 
the title of Mafter, to fubfcribe myfclf your 
faithful Servant* 

Vienna, February 96, 1778. 



LETT E R XXXIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Whoever fliall read the lively, moral, 
and feftive compofition, entitled // Tempio 
della FoUia, The Temple of Folly ^ will be 
obliged to confefs, that the author of it 
truly a poet, both by art and nature, I 
have re^perufed it always with new pleafure ; 
I have admired its ingenuity, and harmoni- 
ous facility ; and have difcovered in it many 
inconteilable truths, which have always been 
before our eyes, without my ever feeing 

F 4 them« 
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thcm« Congratulate youiielf ih my name^ * 
if you pleale, and in that of the worthy, 
Count Girokmim. 

In order to avoid much writing, (an 
cscoaomy at preleat to me but too ueceilary) 
I anfwer at once the letter which accompa-* 
nied your poem^ and that which you . lent 
with the letter of the Abate Salvim\ full of 
afiedUonate and kind expreffions, which I 
return from the. bottom of my heart. 

Drive from your thonghta, my dear Slg, 

Ga/fOf as evil temptatiouSt the deiire of 

croffing the Alps, in older to undeceive your- 

felf concerning my merit ; and be conihuxt 

to bear with me at a diftance. Convinced 

of the goodnefs of jour heart, 1 Ihall freely 

avail myfelf of your generous offers, when* 

ever any urgent occafion prefents itlelf : or^ 

rather 1 fhall begin now, by loading yon 

with injundions to continue to me your 

a&(^ion and regard ; to believe me invari^ 

ably yours ; and never to doubt that I am 

with the trueil etieem and gratitude, &cc* » 

Vifenna, July 25, t'J^i. 

' The Abate Salvini's application toM^tal- 
tafio, being mentioned in the preceding let* 

tcr. 
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%ttf^ ibi^ feems to be tiie place (qv its inier-' 
taon. 

LETTER XXXUI. 

TO THE ABA1:& Lt/CA SALVll<ri. 

N 

I * 

I AM extremely gratefbl for your oblige 
ing attention in making me acquainted 
with the luminous progre& of our academy ; 
which, as you inform me, is rendered more 
illuftrious every day, by frequent and 
lublime aggregations; and I ihould be 
extremely proud, if it were in my power to 
procure it the gratification of which txxf 
worthy colleagues are at prefent fb ambi* 
tiovls. But this is not the time for thinking 
of it ; for who would propofe a place in a 
literary academy, to a prince not only 
occupied with his fiate affairs in Vien« 
na, but adtually in the camp of Bohemia, 
regulating the moticms of two hundred thou- 
sand armed men, who depend upon his nod ? 
and even if he were in his capital, in the 
bofbm of the moil profound and tranquil 
peace, my due refpefl would not permit me 
to utter with my lips the proportion which 
you fuggeft. So much the lefs, as what 

lately 
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lately happened at Paris is fufficicnt to dif- 
courage inch a liberty ; where, though the 
Emperor honoured a meeting of the moil 
celebrated of the royal academies with his 
prelence, yet he neither defired^ nor was it 
propofed to him, as I hiivc ever learned, to 
become an integral part of it. Perhaps 
Ibme perfon high in office, honoured with 
the familiarity of his fovereign, availing 
himfelf of the opportunity of chufing fome 
favourable moment, might rilk the men- 
tioning fuch a buimefs ; but thefe are not 
operations for fuch as me, obliged by pru- 
dence to confine myfelf within the narrow 
limits to which I am reftricled by the duties 
of my office. You will, I hope, excui^ 
my perhaps too great timidity, which may 
be indulged to an excefs; but remember, 
that at prefent, my age will not allow me to 
attempt the correftion of natural defefts, or 
bad iiabits. Puniih me not for this involun- 
tary crime, by diminifhing my favour, and 
and believe me, with the higheft refpe£l 
aaJ regard, &:c. 

Vienna, June 25, 177^, 

» 

LET^ 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

TO SIG. MATTHIAS VERAZI, 

Secretary to bis Highmfs the Ele&or Palatine. 

By the opportunity of a courier, I was 
Ipeedily furniflied with a copy of Europa 
riconofciuta^ which you have beea ib obliging 
as to £bnd me* In this compofition, I fmd 
my friend^ Signor Verazi, always equal to 
himfelf : flowing, happy, clear, and rich in 
that ^ enviable fertility of fancy which con- 
ftitute$ the principal merit of dramatic 
poetry, and which cotnmunicates itfelf to 
all the inferior arts employed in its fupport. 
J rejoice and congratulate you on obtaining 
the favours of fo enlightened, a city ; and 
find nothing reprehenfible in the book you 
fent me, except the manifeft excels of par- 
tiality, with which you publicly fpeak of 
me: an excels which I can no otherwife 
^iccept, than as a conlequence of that dim- 
fightedneft which the friendihip with which 

you honour me occaiions. 

Vienna, September 3, 1778. 

MetaAalio 
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Metnftalio, fearful of offending, and ever 
dcmbtful of hn own £iYour, both with the 
public and his Imperial benefactors, could 
never be prevailed upon to rilk the difplea- 
fure of either ; as he would not venture to 
print any of his writings, till they had been 
approved in their performance or peniiU 
while in manufcript, nor to try his influence 
at a court which he had fo long delighted, by 
folicitmg bene£t& either for himfelf or friends. 
And perhaps to this prudent backwardnefs 
jn fblicitation, he owed the countenance and 
condefcenfion with which he was fb long 
honoured. However benevolent and willing 
to confer favours gratuitoufly, prmces may 
be» it is natural for them to keep at a di(^ 
tance the importunate ; who by being refufed 
what it may be inconvenient, improper, cfr 
impofli^ile to grant, become adive and im- 
placable enemies. The following letter in 
anfwer to a foUcitor for court patronage, 
through the influence of the poet, will ca> 
able the reader to judge of his reafbi^ for 
putting a negative on the rcqueft* 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXV. 

» 

TO FATHER FlLiPFO STANISLAO MELANO. 

The Sonaet which your, reverence has 
been pieafed to fend mc, is worthy its 
ingenious and learned author, and I feel all 
the weight of gratitude which is due 
from me, for fuch a partial remembrance ; 
and fliould be proud if it were in my power 
to manifeft my fenfe of your kindneis, by a 
prompt execution of your refpefted com- 
mands* But as my admirable fbvereign is 
periecuted with an inundation of bad Italian 
poetry for the moft part, which fince his 
journey to Rome, is perpetually pouring in 
upon him, he has clearly exprcfled his Jeter* 
mination to receive no more* Now how 
would it be poiiible for me to have the 
courage to demand an audience (as there are 
no other means of getting into his prefence), 
and pretend that he fhould lend an ear to 
my poetical ledure, at a time when he is 
immerfcd in the fcrious affairs of a war, 
which is at prefent in its moil violent fer-* 
mentation ? By doing this, I ihould run too 
great a rilk of- injuring both the merit of' 
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the author, and my own chara&er, for 
reipefl and difcretion. I entreat you to fug- 
geft to me fome more favourable opportunity 

of demonftrating my obedience, and eftcem. 

Vienna, January 13, 1779* 

In the following letter to the Abate 

Gaifo, we have the poet'j> ophiion of contro- 
verfy and polemics. 

* 

LETTER XXXVI. 

TO THE ABATE GALFO. 

In the parcel from you, which I received 

through the favour of the Apoftolic Nuncio, 
I find impreifions of two of my letters writ- 
ten to yourfelf, in which their only merit is 
• the juftice which I render to your talents ; 
and the having fulfilled this indifpenflbie 
duty, fbmewhat dimini(hes the mortification 
which I feel when any of my writings are 
printed, from that innate want of confidence 
in myfeif, which through the whole courfe 
of iny life, lias robbed me in a great lueafure, 
of the hmited powei^ which were allowed 
me. I am extremely pleai'ed at the perfed 

analogy 
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PamaiTus ; pity my neceflity for brevity, and 
give me new opportunities of mauifefting 
my obedience to your commands. 

Vienna, Odober i8, X779» 



Though the following letter, which feems 
the firft that has been inferted in the collec- 
tion of our bard's correfpondence to Signor 
Volta, is dated at lb late a period of his life ; 
the affedionate manner in winch he ex- 
prelTes his regard, appeal's to indicate a long, 
triedy and intimate acquaintance. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLDO CAMILLA 

t 

VOLTA, REGIUS SECRETARY AT MANTUA. 

Though extremely eager to receive news, 
of your health and welfare, I have never 
accufed you, my dear and valued friend, of 
negligence in tranfmitting it ; well knowing 
with what an inevitable croud ut aliairs, of 
every kind, you muft be oppreffed at your 
return to Italy ; I am, therefore, extremely 
grateful to you for the jufticc you have done 
me, in beUeving me always, ui Ipite of long 

■ 
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ftlence, the fame afFe£lionate friend, and 
• exact calculator of your great merit, admir- 
able talents, and literary treafurcs with 
which you are em'icbed; but above all, 
I fliall ever bear in mind your fWeet and 
innocent manners, which render you always 
plcafmg to your equals; and lhall ever 
remember my own acquaintance with you 
among the deareil and moil honourable cir- 
cumftances of my life. 

Speak not to me, I entreat you, of Theatres, 
either tragic or comic. 'The fiift, which 
(as far as my powers have enabled me) I 
have tried to render lefs abfurd, confpirc at 
prefent to combat common fenfe : and the 
iecond, in the midft of fuch innumerable^ 
not only iupportable, but good and excellent 
examples with which the French have fur- 
niflied us, have not yet found a tolerable 
imitator in Italy. A very fortifying cir<- 
cumftance for our nation ! But this fubjeft is 
too exteafive and abuipidant for a worn-out 
old writer, which, though in appearance it 
leem& in the fame ftate in which I left it,, 
is in reality lubjeft to all the laws of nature, 
Signora Martinetz is extremely flattered^ 
though confafed, by the academic patent 
wbicb cioce her fb much honour. She ren- 
ders 

3 
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ders thanks to You for it^ as (he believes her^ 

ielf indebted to your declared partiality ; aud | 

entreats you to repreicnt iii more luitable 

eloquence than (he has been able to do in 

tli^e inclofed letter to her generous promoters^ 
the moft humble ientiments of her unfeigned, 
gratitude. Counfellor Mattinetz^^ Don 
Domenico, and Ercolino^ return you their 
beft acknowledgments for your kind remem*' 
brance ; and I embrace you with the moft 
tender and cordial afte6tion* 

Vienna, Auguft ^ 1779^ 

1. E t T E R XXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

SiGNOR Angela Taiajif delivered to me^ 
tifew days ago, your dear and much reipeded 

* Brother of Mademoifelle Martinetz, Aulic Counfellor^ 
wai iirft keeper ol the Imperial library. Metaftafio^ oji 
}&i firll arrival in Vienna^ took up his abode in the hoiife ^ 
of their father, Signur Nicolo Martinetz, Maftcr of the 
Ceremonies to the Apoftolic Nuncio^ with whofe family 
lie lived fift^r-tbree years. 

fThe celebrated Ifi^rm^vtfat9rii who) ^eli in London 
about eighte^ years agoj by his extemporaneous numbers 
oa a ^je^ given, aftoniOied even Dr. Jobnfim; who was 
U17 Incredulous concerning this ftci^tg^ till he heard 
t'ak{ffi improwtfart at Stre^tham. 

Qi^a letter. 



Diyiiizeu by Google 



( "8 ) 



letter, with ± magnificent culogium on the 
poetical merit of the bearer, to whom I 
am ready to do all due juftice, upon the faith 
of fo enhghtened a judge as my friend Sig- 
ner Volta, even before I have had an oppor- 
tunity of making the experiment myielf. 
But I fear he has undertaken a very difficult 
talk, in trying to render Italian Poetry fami- 
har and grateful to German ears; efpecially 
extemporaneous numbers, which allow not a 
momeHt's refleftion to the afloniflied hearer. 
I fliali do every thing in my power to con- 
tribute to his favour. But you, who fo well 
know the prefent paucity of my phyfical 
faculties, muft proportion to that my hopes 
of fuccels. 

AU thofe whom you have faluted, falute 
you again ; and I, with involuntary and in- 
evitable brevity, moil afre<5iionately embrace 
yoti, and am, &:c. 

Vienna, Auguil 18, 1779. 



The following letter is the firft which 
appears in the coUedion, to a new and un^ 
known correfpondent, ambitious of the poet*s 

approbation. 

LET- 
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LETTER XL. 

TO THE ABATE UIOVAN GABRIELLO MAC-*- 

■ 

Thb violent and paffionate enthufiafm* 

excited in you by the perulal of my poetical 
trifles, is exprefled in fo lively a manner, 
both iu prole aiid verfe^ that I make uo 
doubt, if you chofe it, but that you might 
aicend to the fiimmlt of Parnaifus. You have 
exalted me. Sir, fb far above my merit, that 
in order not to appear a bribed and feduced 
judge, it is neceflary for me to be more 
fparing than I wifh, in rendering due juftice 
to your talents. But 1 hnd it impoflible to be 
parfimonious with rt{pe& to the candid and 
affedioaate partiaUty in my favour, which is 
difcoyerablc in all your cxpreffions ; This 
requires gratitude and reciprocation, and I 
aflure you of both, with the utmoit hacen- 
ty ; and wifh for opportunities to give fuch 
proofs of them, as Ihall render it impoilible 
for you to doubt of my being with due rc* 
^e£t and eileem, &c. 

Vienna, December 20, 1779. 



L E 
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LETTER XLI, 

TO THE SAME. 

The fable of my fufFerings and recovery 
Irom a dangerous accident, afforded me new 
infurmatipn, and ai> indubitable propf of 
your coidial affc£lion for me, as well as of 
your iidmirable poetical talents; fo that I 
think myfelf extremply obliged to the inge- 
nious inventor pf the report, and congratulate 
you. Sir, on yoqr abilities in compofmg 
Eulogiums, and on the amiable qualities of 
' your head and heart. The re^bns aligned 
in my firft letter, and the imperious authority 
of age, which, though it malignantly ftil) 
|)ermits me to write, will not allow me tQ 
exprefs fo amply a$ I wiih, tlite true value of 
your obliging and beautiful compoiitions, 
nor the afiedionate return, which i$ due for 
your candid propenfity in my favour : fo 
that I am conftrained, moft unwillingly, to 
confine myfelf to the lincere proteftations of 
gratitadc-and efteem, with which I am, &c, 

Vicnnsi, March ^o, 1780^ 

ft'. 

LET; 
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LETTER XLII, 

TO THB SAME* 

T«oirGR the buiine^ of writing has long 
£nce become difficult and laborious to me, 
and hy the laws of nature is rendered more 
iieavy every day, my gratitude will not per- 
mit that jour very beautiful and truly poeti- 
cal ibmiet, which you have done me the 
honour to ^ddi efs to me, fhould remaia un- 
noticed : as it is not only a teftimony of your 
jcxceilive partiality for me, but of your own 
fevour with father Apollo, and the tuneitd 
iifters. I congratulate mylelf on both, and 
jb return, wifh you fubjefts lefs fteril and 
more worthy of ypur abilities i yet I lhall 
not ceafe to feel how much I am indebted to 
them, nor |y> be with j^U <4ue re^d and 

Vienna, May i> 1 78o« 



■ 
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J. E T T E R XLIII. 

TO THE ABATE GALFQ. 

By means of our moft worthy Apoftolic. 
Kunzio *9 the infalUble Socrates came in 
perion fi^ days ago, to inform me, that my 
dear Sig. Galfo had courageoiifly undertaken, 
$uid happily iuilaiued, the di&cuit enterpnie 
of always furpafling himfelf. The tragedy 
which has been fent to me, with its vigorous 
^ud fcducing ftyle, ricliiiels of thought, viva- 
city of imagery,, folidity of do6trine in the 
numerous moral maxiuis it contains, together 
with the poetical fire which fb happily 
Sparkles iu I'pme of the fimiles, confirms the 

- ,' ' . • , . , ' « s « 

I 

* Meaning Monfignore Vifconti, the titular biihop of 

Ephefus, with whofe notice I was honoured at Vienna in 
XJ^t* UU 'flxc^lfncy was a great coiledtor, and not a 
mean perfonner, of Italian Catches and Canons, and cpn* 

deicended to furnifh me with copies of (everal fcarcc and 
valuable compoiitioiis of that kind. See Prejent State of 
Muf^ in Germanyy Art. Vienna, p. 285. It was this prelate 
who obferved, when I excufed myielf for arriving htb at 
llinner, by faying, I had been ftopt in the ftreet by 
proceffions : gt-nfi Jon port ait ijfimi alle procejftone : 

HTh^ Au^rians are extremely ddUided to prccelHons*'* 

aliertioiiS 
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aflertions In this truly philolophical reprc^ 
Mentation* The inevitable infirmities of age 
forbid me a longer ufe of the pen; I lhali 
therefore merely fubfcribe to the ibund judg- 
ment of the enhghtened journalifts, who iay 
of you, that your firft attempts bear the ftamp 
of a mailer : pour des coups d'ejjai vous JaiUs 
des CQUj)s dc makre. 

Vienna) Auguft 17) 178a 

LETTER XLIV. 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOrOLDO CAMILLO 

I 

VOLT A. 

Though writing, my dear Signor Volta, 
is extremely inconvenient to me, yet the not 
anfwering your cordial exprelfions is impof- 
fible. I too clearly difcovered the eftimable 
and amiable qualities of your mind and heart, 
during your refidence here ; and I have too 
much pleafure in telling you how much I 
love and efteem you, and how conftantly I 
fet that value on your worth which you 
have convinced me you fo well deferve. I 
hope you will frequently remind my much 
revered Marquis Andreaji of my reipedt. 
Pray tell Ixim that the Paris edition of all 

1 my 
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mj woilcs, has already begun to be publiflied, 
We have already receiv^ here three ex* 
tremely elegant volumes, and next month 
sre {>romifed three more. I wonder that 
you have not yet received them. If you 
cannot procure th«n from any iieighbourlng 
city, it will be bcii to write immediately to 
the Abate Giujeppe Pez^^na at Paris, who i$ 
the diligent editor. 

Signora Mdrtmefz is much flattered with 
your remembrance, and is joined by facr 
whole family in a grateful return of your 
I'egard. Our Don Domenko will do the f^me, 

foon as 1 lhall inform Jiim of your oblig- 
ing attentions : aifure yourfelf of my regan} 
^ud a^e6lion, and believe me, &c. 

I 

Vkiwa, July I ^,1780, 

i 

LETTER XLV, 

I 

TO THE SAME. 

By the lively manner with which you • 
have been ftruck at the fight of the elegant 
Paris edition of my works, 1 form an idea of 
my dear Sig. Voltds fincere ^nd aifedionat# 
friendfliip; a|xd though I was fure of it be-, 
fore, fuch ^n obliging proof of it cannot fail 
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pf fweetly ftimulating my vanity, I will not 
diflemble (he] pleasure which I likewii^ rev 
ceive myfelf, in feeing my children io mag-^ 
pificenlly cloathed provided for ; but at 
fh,e fame time, I cannot deny my fear3, that 
]tfai$ will give a furious opportunity to many 
jpeople to eXfimine too minutely how well 
they deierye ijiich an expenfive partiality^ I 
believe the edition advances happily; the 
Abate Pezzana having informed me in his 
}sSk letter, that the hrft Iheets of the fixth 
volume went to picfs on the fourth of laft 
months The fonnet of Count iBulgarini, i% 
truly beautiful. I not only do it all du^ 
juitice myielf^ butfuccefsfuUy procure it from 
every body elfe; nor fiiall I fail (o put it 
(he road to our Olympus. 

} ih^uld gladly lengthen my letter^; but 
piy diminiflied phyiical faculties hardly per ^ 
j(f^\ mf to givf you a haily embrace. 

yieniiB) September 4, 17S0, 
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SECTION IV. 

T HE letters of our bard have for fbme time 

been caniidcrably dimiailhingt both ixi num- 
ber and length ; and the complaints which 
he ib frequently repeats of hi& want of force 
and vigour to reply, in the ample manner 
which he ought, to the few perfons with 
w ham he fliU WiiLes to keep up a corref- 
pondence, feem perfe£Uy real and iincerc. 
He is now (1780) arrived at his eighty-fecond 
year, a period to which few mortals are 
allowed to extend their exirtence. However, 
his friend Pariaelli, after lixty years trial, is 
not negle6ied. His letters to him, though 
ihort, compared with thofc of former times, 
are not jlefs frequent or alTedlionate. Eight 
of thcfe for the prefent year have bccu 
printed, of whicj;i we lhall ^ive a tranflation. 

LETTER I. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI, AT BO-? 

LOGNA. 

Your letter, written during the laft fighs 
of the old year, has had the power to difpel 

tiiC 
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the hypochondriacal clouds, which, during, 
this feverc fcafon, are generally condenled to 
fuch a degree, that I feem iii danger of iolxag 
the fmall remains of my obftinate patience. 
Your letter, which breathes nothing but kind- 
nefs, tranquillity, aad that wife equanimity, 
which preferves an equilibrium amidft all 
the furious tempefts incident to humanity, 
has infpired me with the wifh and faculty of 
imitating you. Yes, my dear Gemello, in 
your neat and fteady writing, and in that ' 
chearful eloquence with which you inform 
me of the gay parties which are formed at 
your country houfe, I exult in the fblid 
arguments which they afford mc, of your 
being fiiU in pofiefiion of that iblid health of 
body and of mind, which will not only pre- 
ferve your philoibphical gaiety in misfortune^ 
but ftill have the power pf communicating 
it to thofe with whom you converft. May 
that Omnipotence by which you have been fb 
partially endowed, long allow you the enjoy- 
ment of theie bicliings, andfecond the prayers 
of your conflant Gemello ! 

I have defgribed the chara&er of your 
Ambaffador to the Countefs Figuerola and 
Monfignor Perlas^ prei^ntiug to them, as my 
credentials, your original letter, which they 

have 
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iiAvc entirely read, and highij^ cooimeiidai} 
your gratitude is due to them for the (>leaiiird 
which they exprel's in their remembrance of 
yoii, whom indeed it would not be eafy td 
forget, among the many who daily propofe 
you as an ^xampla of wonderful abilities, 
united with candour, sdid innocent manners^ 
But I entreat you, who have already 
gauaed me the favour of {o many sind fuch 
illuftrious perfons, to be careful in preferv- 
jQg it for me, by bearing teftimony to my 
gratitude and refpcd:, and reciprocal return of 
wifhes for their profperity. You know that 
I am now no longer a man to write letters of 
great length ; but as an ancient inhabitant of 
my heart, you ought to know its mo& iecret 
and recondite reccffes ; and therefore, I de- 
(kre you to inform your&lf, of ail that your 
moft faithful friend aiid Gemcilo would 
write, if he were able. 

Vienna, Jaiiiuiry 13, 1780 

L E T T E R II. 

TO THE SAME.. 

YouE laft chearful and afi'ed:ionate letter^ 
by the pleafant humour which runs through 

' it; 
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it from the beginning to the end, has neaiiy 
diiiipated the dark clouds which obicured mjr ~ 
hemiiphere ; and made me blufh at my 
inability to afiume a fimilar difpoiition, 
AQtwithftandiug the pompous philofophical 
airioms fo oftentatioufly difplayed in my writ- • 
ings. You, ill the midft of frequent earth- 
quakes aud die indiicreetirregularkiesof your 
health, are not only able to defend yourfelf 
from perturbation, but capable of conceiviugt 
, arranging, and writing, muiical compoiGtions, 
which exhibit all the fcience and pradice of 
an excellent contrapuntift. The Duet which 
you have had the kindixefs to fend me, is 
marvellous, not only for the difficulty of the 
labour which you have contrived to dilguiie 
in fo mafterly a manner, and the lively ex- 
preflion of the words, but for the opportu^ 
nities it afiords to a fine and c\iltivated 
voice, to difpiay its. poWers, in fwells, 
ihakes, beats, apfogiature, uolate^ and all 
thofe extemporaneous and unexpected paf- 
iages and embeUiihments, which are in- 
debted to you fur their exiftence *. I have 

already 

* We have here a comprehenfive defer iption of good 
compofitioii and excellent performance. The poet, how* 
ever, fpeaks not only with approbation, but e]oge> of hTs 
friend's invention and executign Ji^^cult divifionsj talents 

v/hich 
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already heard it performed feveral times, by 
peribns extremely ikilfiil and intelligent, not 
only in execution, but iu the laws of har- 
mony; who were lb enchanted with the 
compofitioni as to comply with infinite plea- 
fure with my eagernCiS to have it repeated 
again and again. 

We are not perfecuted here with the fright- 
ful threats of your earthquakes, but fof more 
than two months we have been ftruorgUng: 
with the moft horrid and obflinate winter 
which can be imagined, and without the 
•leaft refpite* Figure to yourfelf all that is 
moft cruel in this dreadful feafbn, and you 
will conceive fome part of the infults and 
inconveniences with which we are fur- 
rounded; impetuous fixczing winds, ice 
harder than marble, deep, inceflant, and per<- 
manent fnow, which covers and renders all 
objects of one colour : fb that to keep open 
a little intercourfe between the inhabitants, 
whole regiments of pioneers, with ihovels, 

which he condeams Co feverely others. FarindJi, with 
hi$' wondeifid, natural, as well as acquired powers^ was 
the Archetype of all the rapid and difficult execution, 
which has been carried to fuch excefs in modern times, as 
to fatigue and aiuiihikte admiration > which exifls no longqr 
than its obje^ are rare and extraoidinaiy. 

ipades^ 
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i^iiic^p pickaxes, brooms and carts, aj*e cdii^^ 

ftantly employed, and even thefe are not a- 
teatchy with all their fatigue and diligence, 
for the c^uaatity of iaow which is faUing - 
without intermiilion, ^nd feUews and en* 
creafes their work. .The Danube, with 
new and incredible viciflitudes, fbmetiihes 
fluid, and fometinles congealed, has at 
ength broken all the great bridges, by which 

the provifions are brought to thid t>opulous 
city ifrom Hungary and Moravia, which are 
the chief difpenfers of its nourifhmenti 
and every thing is become fb deafj that the ' 
common people tire unable to pfocure the 
neceiTaries of life. But this nania is 
too long, and firefome. Adieu, my deaf 
Gemello. Let us preferve ourfelves for bet-» 
tcr times, and in the mean while do you 
continue to loVe^ and believe me, jrours xnoft 
faithfully. 

Vieniuy Febrittty^^i 1780. 

■ 

L E T T E R m. 

TO THE SAM£« 

I tSCBlvsi> a £e1^ days ago, a moft afiec- 
tioaate letter from you, with a fpiendid pre* 

iroL« iiu m fent 
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{fi^t sfi Hguiurs Cwccfjin^^p with ,wiud» 
your tender and generous friendlhip, by 
excds .9^ kindnea, put3 my modei^tion, i^^ 
nex-flary to feco^d childhood, to too great ^ 
trial. With ^his Jk^la^ I h^Y» Ukewiiie re-^ 
cciycd, the Axia of TAyr/u^ s>f cooapoli- 
tian. I waited for leiiiire to ermine jtfae 
wholcy bc^forc I gave an account ^ .all the 
ticafures with which you have put me in pof- 
^ff)on. But durj^g wy dielay^ ^omcs ^^M^ther 
iette^: from } ou, big with a Qant^ta, produced 
90 tl^e b^njk$ of the M^u^n^n^re^ by (jbeproU^ 
vei^ of Boneclii^ g;j4 rendered ^mir^le by 
ij^ enchanting Dotes of my iocotnpvable 
QeojieUp^ wh,Q on^U occ^Kip, niaiiiiei^ kow 
much art arid nature have confpired to dif- 
tinguiiJjL The lame gol4ea miMe is diA 
coverable, whence the duet Milk voJt^mhUr 

firo^ ii^. dug. tbrptigh thfi uaifomu* 

ty of ftyle, that ingenious diyerfity apppax^^ 
of 3ii^hich expei't cpmpofers (b well know the 
ufe; woaderfiiUy combining together the 
lively expreffion of two effe^tsy totally con- 
trary. Adieu, my head will not permit me 
to ufe the Afiatic ftyle to-day. Remember 
my reipe^ and lalutations to thole perfons 
who honour m^ witji their remembrance: 

f *t f t -r*- ^'-^ J 

A > • mil* 
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ted eontmttejroarfelf to me, what has been, 
»ftd ever will be to you, your moA faitU^ 

Vienna, M*irch 29, 1 780. 

L E T T E R. IV. 

r 

TO THE SAME. 

On Monday, the 1 7th ioftant^ I had ad« 

vice from the, cuftom-houfe, of the arrival 
of the elegant little Petronian cheft*, big 
with fweetaefs to feduce both, the ear and 
the palate* My firil care was to have it 
iufiantly brought home, the fecond to pro^i^ 
cure me the delight of being ia your com- 
jpany, at leaft mentally, continuing to driiric 
my delicious ardent liquor from the little 
flaik which you had already b^roached, and 
to finifli the^-emains of the Ferrarefe peaches^ 
defective bnjly in the fmall portion which 
you had.iiafted : fo that we iiave eaten and 
<irank together, by means of your kind inven- 
tion, in fpite of the enormous trafl of land 
which divides us. I (hall make grateful and 
frequent ufe myfelf of the incomparable 

* St. Petronittft k the PatrOit Sftiiit of Bo2.oona» 
nbeacc the dieft 1M lent 

a a peaches. 
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peaches, but much more rarely and fparingly 
(againil my wiU) of the fpirituous potation^ 
which by its too great activity, put^ all the 
indocile nerves of my head into fuch a 
tumult, that they are dancing like thofe of 
a bacchanal* and continue a loi^ time to 
deprive me of natural repofe. ^ Imagine not, 
however, tliat your favours will remain u(e- 
lefs ; I ihall eafiiy Hnd coadjutors ready to do 
juftice to the precious merchandife, and who . 
will be moil grateful to me, for the permii^ 
fion. The Palate fatisfied, I ihall not neglcflf 
the Ear, which expe£b my notice with impa- 
tience ; and the Air of Ti>yf, excellently per- 
formed, makes me tafte a new and more 
exquifitc pleafure, by the union of its infi- 
nite merit with my own fclf-love: for 
though in this Air, not only ^the humanity, the 
fweetnefs, and faience of my Gemello tri- 
umpht but the genius of the words, to which 
he has fo wonderfully adapted the melody, 
that I find them infinitely more beautiful in 
his mufic, than I was ever able to make them 
with my pen. The fame moft correA per- 
former*, at length, without interrupting her 
pleafant vocal employment, let me hear the- 

X a 
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two 'beautiful Sonatast which are vifibly the 

legitimate daughters of my dear GemcUo's 
brain ; and pleafe me fo much, tliat I have 
refolved to hear them £re(^ently repeated; 
but by the fame hand : as 1 fliould efteem it 
a ^ccilege to defile them with the inexperi- 
ence of my own, which deprived of the 
aecei&ry pradice, imperfectly aiiifts the lit*' 
tie, theory with which I have been able to. 
fumlfli myfelf. The merit of both thefe 
pieee$ is c^al ; but that of the iirft in G 
natural, in tny mind, has Ibme advantage 
over the minor {liter*. 

If my head would allow me, I fhould be 
very prolix in my thanks ; but that not being 
the ^afc, re^d them in my heart, where you 
have fo long been an inhabitant : pay my 
debts with the dear and yener^ated pcirfons 
who remember me : ^pist not my too necef^ 
.fary moderation {o often to the trial with 
your ieducing pjreients^ mA continue to 
believe me, 

Vienna, April 9> if^o^ 

** In the jrjWT 17 70, when I vifited FarimUh Bolog- 
his ^ef iQuiical ftiidy and amufianent, was compos- 
ing playing pbges whidi lie made expressly for his 

sdiffercnt harpfichords, of which he had a great number of 
the beft and mod curious of the time. See Frtfent Stati 
4 i'^^i i» France and Jtafy* Art Bolc^na. 
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. LETTER 

* 

TO TH£ SAAf£. 

When I anfwercd your laft letter but one, 
I was at war with my maladies and in&rmi- 
ties^ aiid fo ilupidcd b/ both, th^t I knew 
Mt whether I was male or female; fi> that 
I negleded to tiunk you for a beautiful Can- 
%fmitiaoi' jtour compofition, which I £^104 
a^oag your.fwcet-meiits* i coafefs my fin^ 
and beg your abiblution. Enquire not, my 
dear. Gemellot aiter. my worthleis health, 
flic is unworthy of your notice : always the 
iame impertinent ftrumpet. However, I 
hoped ^hat by the return of good weather, 
flie.wqiiki be a little reformed*— -but not 
entireiy to rcliiiquifli hope, I have rccourfc 
to our Sjunifh proverb, which ftill allows 
me *a day or two more, erp I give way to 
defpair : bafta el quarenta mah m- U quit*' 
tes el Jato *. 

If through caprice, you deteriniiied to 
w/ite down, and exf cute<^ fi>mething in WXr 

' ♦ This proverb occurred to our bard pn another occa- 
son, fee above, ^ • 20^ 



• 
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iicy imperfedly, you would find the under* 
taking impra£KcabIe: the machine organized 
by nature^ to the mod perfed harmony, and 
the heart fenfiblc to the bcft paffions, as well 
as long faabitt would oppofe and vanquifli 
fuch an extra vaa;aut enterpriic. So thinks, 
and always fays, the ftudiona perfbrnter of 
your produ^ions ; who juftly admires you> 
having beta long finecf infdrmed bfttie, xiot 
only of your profeilional merit, but of thtf 
other invaluable' ^ualitiei^hieti artf pec^ltar 
to yourfeif, and by which you will ever be 
diftinguiflied. She is, therefore, proud that 
you are plealed with her approbatiM, whicb . 
does herfeif honour, and will do you no 
great harm^ Accept it, tberefbre, and ehrolt 
her among the numerous band of pcrfons, 
#Ik>, mjee cmniriJfonJce deemijt^ admire' antf 
refjpe& you. 

I would go on, but my head commandt 
me to b^dtj and I muft obey. Pay my debtt 
for me, to all my dear and re(pe6lable credit 
tdfs afound you: particularly^ to- the moft 
noble houfe of Spada^ not forgetting father 
GiMrdiano of the feraphic family, and con- 
tinue obftinately to believe me your moft 
fiutMul, &c. : 

, Vienna, Juac i, 1780* 
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LETTER VL 

TO THE SAME. 

My worthlefs h^ad inay proteft agaioft 
It as much as it pleafes, b\it it ih^ll not de<« 
prive QIC of the plealurc q( anfwering your 
pioft afFeiSlionate letter of the 26th of June, 
But what ihall I talk about i ihall my ppeti* 
C:al whimfics be difcuffed ? I hav^ wfiU^n Iq 
many in my life, f^id talked about them ft 
much, that it would be a repreh^nfibl^ 
4elicacy to blu(h at mentioning them to my 
Gemello, who a6 immemoraiili muil h^vc feeu 
all my defeats; but he on the contrary, ex-^ 
tbcm, as laudable and exemplary quali^ 
ties. One of the moft diftind merits of the, 
indefatigable Signora Martinet?, is theknow* 
ing hoWf to do -juftice to your ftudious an4 
i enchanting notes, and to fee in them that 
uncommon art, which diflinguiihes the b^^un 
tiful from the wonderful ; in which talent 
there muil confequpitly be a ynionof natural 
gifts, with long experience, and an intelli- 
gent and conftant application, in Qfdcr to 
iiiveftigate the certain fources of that perfect 

. harmony, 
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harmony, which has a defpctic power over 
the emotions of feeling hearts. In liiort, your 
lidmirer believes fhe docs honour to herfelf, 
by honouring you ; and numbers your fhend- 
{hip and patronage among her deareft and 
moft eftimable acquifitions. 

I congratulate you (not without feme 
little fpice of envy) on the vicinity of your 
gardens of the Hci'pcrides to the moil vene- 
rated houfe of Spada^ and confequently 
grieve at the paiaful refledion of the im* 
poffibility of my ever being of the party. 
• I feel mylelf very much honoured by the 
obliging mention which has been made of me 
to you by (he worthy Padre Martini, and his 
learned companion, the Abate MingareUi ; the 
£ril ought to be already convinced, long ago, 
of the high and juft eftimation in which, with 
the whole world, I hold, and ever (hall hold, 
hi$ merit. And to the fecond, not unknowii 
to me, I am particularly beholden, for giv-^ 
ing me an opportunity of declaring my eileem 
and ambition to proeure lils patronage* 
Adieu, dear Gemellos I am tired, and muft' 
frc this have tired you. Therefore, inform 
yourfelf, of all that you already know X 

Woyld fa/i if I were able, 

Vienna, July 13, 1780. 
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LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

t 

WnENCB, for heaven's lake; cimldr my 
dear G^mdlo have takea the new and unex^ 
peAed idea of making me independent at his 
e^tpeace, by a pioii^ and unmerited ftroke of 
generofity ? The very worthy Padre Guardi^ 
aao^ to my incredible furpriie, informed mt 
of it by a letter which I received by the laft 
poft» and has made me conceive all the 
grandeur of your true aft't£lion for me* If 
mj faculties were not abforbed by ib many 
indiTpeniible antenor debts, I Ihould profit 
from your admirable example, and imitate 
yoor hberaUty \ but being utterly unable tp 
change the circumftances of my fuuation, I 
fceg of you to accept in return, my, grateful 
and fincere acknowledgment of being your 
' debtor 

My moft tormenting head (bilges me to 
meafure my words : fo that I muft haften to 

♦ It does not appear by any of the printed letters, in 
what the generous p^ipofttioiii of Farinelli confifted; it 
probably was' his wifli that the poet would fpend the. 
remainddy of his days undcx his own roof) at Bologna. 

entreat 
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e|tfrcat vqu to load in my ftead, our exern*^ 

plarj and partial leraphic friend, with all 
the expreffions of gratitude which are due to 
him qn my account, aad believe me to 1 si 
yoyr moil obliged and affedionate Gemello. . 

Vienna, Au^uft 24, 17 So. 

LETTER Vni. '. 

TO THB $AMK« 

^ Your moft afFeftionate letter of the i8th . 
^f laft: iQpath^ is fa fuU of exprefiious audi; 
fbntimeiUs worthy of two fond twins, that 1 • 
pcrfef^ly cooceive by it the full exteat o£ 
your jegard for me^ and what mine opghi^ 
%o be for you. I fball take no pain$ to per-* 
£ia4e. you what I am, with refpe^ to you» , 
as your ideas would not (6 exaftly correfpond 
with miae^ if you had not long, fuice beea 
convinced of tlie iuicerity of my affedlou. 

V Signora Martinets has learned to know 
your worth from her infancy, by my con- 
tiniiajl and authentic relations ; and encreiU^ 
ing in the manner fhe has done fincet in 
harmpnical knowledge, indeed to a greater 
degree than wa$ intended or expe^led^ ihe 
hi%3 diicoyered by her own fcience, the folid 

foundation 
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foundation upon which my rcafbning was 
built, from which ihe derived her earljr 
ideas of your extraordinary merit. She i$ 
c^rtremely thankful for your moft obliging 
^compliance with h^r wiihes coucerning your 
ielcft mufical labours; and proud of the 
generous olier of your friendihipf (he moft 
eagerly feeks fur fom^ opporluijity of mani^ 
fefting her ienfe of your kindae6 ; and I 
will be anfwerable for the fuicerity of h^r 
flattering exprellions. 

I congratulate you on having, at lengthy 
after ib long a parentheiis, again recovered 
the worthy family of Sfada for your neigh» 
hours ; among whom, by mere dint of wi(h« 
kig it, I have more than once in a dream,, 
found myfelf. Kifs all their hands for me, 
moft refpe£tfully, I entreat you^ and aAur^ 
rticm of my veneration. 

I envy the three firft volumes in great and 
ia fmall, of the magnificent and elegant 
Paris edition of my writings, being in the 
liands of my dear Gemello : but I hope their 
contents will be thought more valuable, thus 
ornamented^ than 1 could ever perfuadc 
iiiyfelf they would be. Pay, I entreat you, 

all the debts of compliment for which I am . 

anfwerable 
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*nfwerablc to your obliging and benevolcat 
if icnds« 

Vienna, Auguft 31, 1780. 



LETTER IX. 



TO THE SAME. 



Your kindeft of all letters, written the 
4th inftant, found me in the moil unhappjr 
and afflidling circumftaiices that I could 
poffibly apprehend in the courie of mjr life. 
I have loft my auguft and ever adorable 
Patronefs, Benefadrefs, and Mother ; a lol« 
for which I have not the leaft hope of ever 
Gonibling my felf 1 It is unneceifary to de- 
cribe my fituation to You ; your fortitude 
has been put to the lame trial, and you know 
what compaiiiou fellow-fufferers deierve. I 
I fliouldiiovv be jour Gemello, in the virtue 
with which you iupported your lofs; but 
with which I confeis I do not feel myfelf 
provided. Incapable at prefent of fpeaking 
to you upon any other fubjcd, I muft entreat 
you to fay for me all that is proper andrefpe6):- 
-fui to thofe where you are, who honour me 
if^th tteir remembrance and commiferation* 

Vienna, December 23, 1780. 

This 
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Tbk prlncefS) (Maria Thcreia of Auflriat 

Emprefs of Germany, and Queen of Hun- 
gary) who bad been educated with the moft 
tender care by the emperor her father, was 
early mitiated into the myfteries of the ele* 
gant arts, to which Ihe remained a liberal 
patronefs, atnidft all the perils and vicilfi*- 
tudes of her reign, to the end of her life. 
Her piety has been thought to border on 
bigotry ; but if we may judge of its effe£l^ 
by the tranquillity, happinefs, and afFec* 
tion of her people, compared with the tur- 
bulence, difcontent, and deteftation, of the 
fubjeds of her unprincipled, phiiofbphical, 
and diforganizing lucceflbr, we may fuppofc 
that too much religion is lefs mifchievous in 
a fovereign, than too little. In the two 
long wars with her formidable foe, the late 
King of Pruffia, ilie fupported the frequent 
re\ eries of her fortuue with abilities, forti* 
tude, and dignity. And after a f eigli of fort^ 
years, in which flie defervedly merited the 
title of Parent of her people, fhe died uni* 
verfally regretted, and her name and reign 
are ftill remembered with the* uttAoft revc- 
rence ami regret, by her iurviving iubjedls* 

4 A cou* 
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A cofi(id^s[ble part of her life^ was em* 

ployed in beftowing benefits on the indigent^ 
particularly orphans of both fexes : waA 
among the laft words which ihe was able to 
vtter, arc -recorded the following, to her (bn 
and iuccejQbry of which hiAory has not yet dif^ 
puted the truth : If I have done any thing 
reprehenfible during my retgn^ it has cer* 
tainly been \<^ithout my knowledge; for I 
iiave always had the public good in view* 
My heart has never been hardened againft 
die unhappy : and this is the greateft coin* 
fort of my lail nu>ments.'* She had beea 
made acquainted with the bufinefs of the 
cabinet* by her father, at fourteen years of 
age, and attended his councils. The fre- 
queiicy^of her petitions in favour of worthy 
objeds, made the emperor one day cry out^ 
You fecm to think a fovereign has nothing 
to do but to grant favours,"— to which 
feeming rebuke, (he anfwered: **I fee 
nothing elfe that can make a crown fupport-- 
able:'* and theTe were not words li^itly 
uttered without feehng. * Innumerable in^^ 
ftances of her benevolence and pity for the 
diftreflfed, are recorded. Having perceived 
a lick foldier on duty, at one of the gates 
of her palace, ihe immediately ordered him 

to 
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to be relieved, and condudled in i CarrkgC 

to the hoi^ital. And being iuformed that 
this young man's difbrder proceeded from 
indigence^ and his leparatioa from a mother^ 
whom he was no longer able to fupport by 
the labour of his hands, ihe feut for the poor 
woman from Brlnn in Moravia^ which is 
Z20 miles from Vienna, in order that Ihe 
might be with her fun. " I am delightcdi 
iays the emprefs, to her, on her arrival, to 
reftore to you ^ child who is lb tenderly 
attached to you. I will give you a penfioa 
for your fupport, to indenuufy you for the lofs 
of that affiftance which you ufed to receive 
from, his labour ; and I recommend to you 
both, always to continue to love and cherifli 
each other^. Tbefe are my reereathm^' — ^Thc 
good woman, tranfported to hear her fbvereign ^ 
fpeak to her with inch condefcending good* 
nefs, cried out — "Though 1 have no other 
child than this which you reftore to me, and 
whom I love more than my life, I would 
this iiiftant lee him expire, if his death 
could i>e of any fervice to your majefty/' The 
Emprefs Queen, without any other guard 
than the hearts of her liibje£ls, was acceifible 
to all, without diftindion of rank. I am only 
a beggarly peafant, ((aid a poor Bohemian 

labourer) 
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labourer) but I c^a fpeak to our good quedri, 
Whenever I pleafe ; and ihe liftens to me as 
if I was a Lord/' — The emprels one day 
returning to her palace, perceived a v^omatl 
and . two children whom ihe could hardly 
drag along. Hunger had driven them from 
their milerable dwelhng. " HoW have 1 
offended Providence, (fays (he) that I fliould 
be witnefs of fUch a fight ? And immedi*- 
atcly gave orders that her own dinner 
Ihould be dafried to them : and had herfelf 
no other refediou than the tears flie flied 
over the mother and her aknoft famiihed 
offspring. "They are my children (fay a 
Ihe) and fhall never again be driven to beg- 
gary/'— I lament ^e time I am forced to 
give to fleep, as it is a robbery from my 
t>eople.'' The partiality of her Imperial 
majefty, to the character as well as genius 
of Metaftafio* mtift have been long lince dii^ 
covered by the teader of thefe Memoirs, 
tad will be further manifefted in the 
fequeh 



Vol. III. 



4 



LET- 




( *58 ) 



LETTER 

TO FARIN£LLI. 

Wbil% you wrote to nje in your bc4 ia 

the neighbourhood of Bologna^ your mol^ 
kind letter of the 20th of laft month; 
(like a good twin) was in b^d ^t Vieou^i 
where I was confined by a violent fever, 
and an eryfipelas in my leg. This^ acci- 
dental fympathy juftih^s o\ij: alTi^ppd tyixtir 
ihip. The fever obliged me to keep my 
a few days, and departed; b}it th^ depart;\ifp 
of the eryfipelas does not yet permit roe to 
(]uit the houfe^ 

I thank you for infprming me of the £ife 
arrival of the boqks^ and , for the g^frQUS 
and kind thankfulnefs with which you 
received them. I dare n9t enter on the, iv\b* 
je£t of my loQ : you know by experieuce, 
that wounds of this kind do not foon digefl, 
and that they never cicatrife till after a long^ 
lapfe of time, if at all ! 

Signora Martinetz renders you her buft * 
thanks for your courteous remembrance, of 
her ; which flie returns with fincere ienti-^ 

meats 
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ments of the high c/leem thai ia.due to fuctt. 
ei^ceUcnce as yours. I moft e^rnqftiy bop?^ 
that j^ou Will icon liibdue your iinppjtuoatf 
5?oa^plaints, and am with uluai .tWAuIy kind-, 
hel8,->purs pw^ faithfully. - . . 

Vienna, fcbiuary, ijii. 

LET T E R xi. 

TO THE SAME." 

I AT length V^quifh my pardonable lazi* 
nefs of old age, to . tell my Gwe^o< 
th»tlim always hisi in fpite of infirmiticsj 
which as ufual, never ijneglea t©«xercile my 
tired patfeiicel iind to inform him, that | 
have conllgued to Signpr MHaai, a friend 
tad corrcl^xwdent of our moft, worthy Padre 
Fraaqfco Maria, thethfeefubfeqiitatVohimci 
of the grand Paris edition of my works : ,that 
is, the 4th, 5th,- and 6thi which will be 
•elivered to you vyith more pun^uahty th^ n 
the fanner volumes. Thefe have been feme 
time in my poffcffion ; but I kqpt them back 
*w three i^lates which were wanting, from 
the indolence of the Paris ehgrayer. I hope 
Jla* the other two livraifons, which are 
to complete the edition* will be loore 

s 2 regulaj»i 
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Regular. Adieu, dear Gemcllo. Neglect 
not your health, as you pnze mine : Signora 

Martinet z will not fuffer me to omit her 
devout relpeds; and with my old age and 
obilinate alFcdion, I continue to fubicribc 
mylelf^ &c< 

Viennat April 6, ijZu 

LETTER XII. 

ft 

TO THX SAM£* 

' 1 HAVE this moment received, moft in« 

comparable Gemello, your very afFeilioiiate 
letter ; and though I wrote to you but three or 
four days ago, to inform you that I had con* 
iigned the 4th, 5th, and 6th volumes of the 
Paris edition of my works to Signor Miiam^ 
I will not! leave wholly unanfwercd your 
cordial wiihes for my health and p^ace of 
mind. Would to heaven the tranquillity, 
which you were able to niufter in writing to 
me, had required lefs patience to obtain; 
hut at our age, it is no fmall inftance of 
divine mercy, that we ftill exift. Signora 
'MartinetZy in this letter, repeats her )uft 
fentiments of gratitude and efteem, which I 
iixfcrted in my laft{ and with a thouiand, 

an4 
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and a thoufand affeOionate wiihes foi your 
happiaefs, X axD> &c. 

Viepnai April 12^ lySs* 

LETTER XIII, 

« 

i 

TO THE 8AMB. 

Yesterday, the 28th inftant, I received' 
your very affe^lioiiate letter of the 15 th, aud 
^nfwer it immediately, from mere eagerneft 
|o talk with you, though this letter cannot 
depart theic three days. I perceive that 
though theic earthquakes and complaints 
lyill not fufFer yo^ to remain in peace, yet, 
in Ipitc of them, you have, the wonderful 
courage and ftrength of mind to keep up 
your fpirits, and to amufe yourfelf with run- 
ning over the keys of the harpfichord, or 
with a plate of Neapolitan Maccaroni, which 
there is lefs hope of obtaining here from our 
moft learned cqoks, than a Cardinal's haf. 
I do not envy you this enjoyment, becauf^ I 
always feem to partake of whatever belongs 
to you, be it good of b^d ; yet, I hope you 
will not fail to deplore piy privation. I wifli 
9 good journey and a profperous expedition to 
pur \yorthy PaJre Guardiano, who has iq 

s 3 Ipeedily 



( *<o 

fpeedily put you in poflcflion of the laft pub- 
liihed volumes of my ihfles: and when i 
receive the reft, I fliall not fail to put them 
in the fame road* You know that my bre- 
vity is not a matter of choice ; therefore, 
receive with good humour, though ihort, my 
tender embraces, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, May sg^ 1781. 



LET T E R XIV-. 

TO THE SAME. 

i » 7 

Your dear letter of the nth inil. though 
a mixture of four and {^vect^ has comforted 
Tfxc extremely; as after that abominable ad- 
dlLiuii of ail ai!* of which you ^ive me 
an account, you appeafe me by Ipeakin^ 
pf dinners, harpfichords, maqcaroai witH 
zucchilloj and admirable company; con- 
vincing me that filcnce has not robbed me of 
the finalleft portion of yoCir love; and I 
firmly believe, that you will think the fame 
of me. But,' my beloved Gemello, the 
whole months of July and Auguft, and 

Al Qi is a contnictioa ef aiutc-aiuto, help! help( 

' leventeen 
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fcvcntecn dayjs of the prefent month, 
faave inhabited here the torrid zone, without 
being able to breathe, day or night, from a 
coatinual burning and fufH>cating heat be* 
yond what has ever been remembered in 
this country. My poor nerves, which hither* 
to oiUy dreaded cold, are fcandalized to fuch 
a degree by this ftrange irregularity, that 
encrea£ng their painful teniions and tremors, 
particularly in my aching and confufed head, 
they have rendered me unable to read, write^ 
and aim oft to think ; leaving me, however, an 
outward appearance of tolerable health, 
which docs not augment my own patience, 
though it confiderably diminiihes the com- 
pailion of others, to which I am but too 
well entitled. The very worthy Count 
Gaddi has friequently feen me in fimilar iitu* 
ations, and therefore has given you accounts 
of the florid and happy Aate of my health, to- 
which I can by no means fubfcribe* I love 
and efteefn thi$ Count extremely^ and hav# 
here many rivalo, whence I hope that your 
acquaintance with each other, produces 
reciprocal plcafiire. 

Divide and difTeminat^ my thanks and 
fefpeds in due proportions among the Mar- 
^pvit&Sfaday Meifrs. Pignatelii^znd FaUhia^ 

s 4. tho 
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the imcomparable Padre Guardtano^ Ac 

Abate Minganiii^ and all thole ia your 
quarter of the world who remember me : and 
in return, I fhall have the merit of fecuiing 
the Couiiteis di Figueruolay and Mon- 
^gnor Perlas^ as I have already comforted 
the indefatigable Signora Martinelz with 
your obliging remembrance. Do you con- 
tinue oblbniitely to love me with all my 
infirmities and complahits, which will never 
be able to make me forget you for a fmglc 
pdoment. 

ykniU) Scptembcj: 27t {/Si^ 

« 

LETTER XV, 

to TH£ SAME. 

Your amiable letters, full of cordialityj| 
grace, and candour, are always deaf to me^ 
pid efficacious reftorativeSij in refrefhing my 
worn-out patience, at the obftinate tehfioii 
of the nerves of my head, by which 1 am 
eternally perfecuted. I am therefore ex- 
pemely grateful to yoi| for this fuccom: 
which you adminiftcr to me from time tq 
tim^. But that 1 might enjoy it more amply, 
I wifh rnoil ardently, that your importui;atc 

complaints 
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l^mplaints would render the exer^ife of your. 

charitable ailiilancc, liich is v f fuch lingular 
ilie to me, lefs painful to yourfelf. But let , 
\is change the fubjed, and not contaminate 
the conlblatioii, which, by our cartel, we ar^ 
mutually bound to ^fibrd each other. 

I rejoice in the new and deurabk acqui-^ 
fition which you have made, by your acquaint? 
ance with the Imperial minifter, and his 
moft worthy noble family, and likewife with 
the moH learned Fadre Maejlra Gazzfimga : 
of the merit of ^11 whom I judge by their 
efteem for ypu. To the laft, whom you. 
will always have the happinefs pf retaining 
with you, give, 1 beieech you, a thoufan^ 
afFeftionate compliments in my name; and 
tell him that I (hall never ceafe'to love 
and eileem him, and tq feel grateful for 
hio conftant demonftrations of benevo- 
lence. Happinefs attend our incompar«> 
able w anderer, father Gua? diano ! wlio, 
ftinong his other innumerable faculties, hm 
the power to infpire my delightful Gtmeilo 
with chearfulnefe and good bvunour, at his * 
i;:harming dumers, his harpiichord, and the 
ponvcrfatiuns of his fele6t parties. 

I am arrived at the 7th, 8th, and gth^ 
volumes o( the Paris ^ditiou, and ih^l tia;Ai- 

iplt 
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» 

mtt them to you by tbe ufual road ; but I 

> firft run them through, todifcover the 

errors that may ftill remain uncorre&ed ; and 
{it pre4eat9 the tremuiovis nerves of my eyes 
are not fit for fuch an operation (as you may 
discover by my hand-writing«) If thb ioipe* 
ciimcnt fliould be obitinate, I ihall poftpone 
tbb^revifion, which I believe is uot very 
neceflary. 

Signora Mariinetz^ in compofing an ora- 
torio, which ihe has jufi iinifhedj^ has always 
invoked your harmonical influence. Adieu^ 
dear Gemello. Aifure yourlelf of my obfU*; 

Jiate perfcverance in loving you, and belie vq 
jne, with my whole heart, &c. 

Vienna, Novei^ber 14, ^781. 

LETTER XVI. 

# 

TO THE SfAME. 

« • • * 

« YfiST£RDAT, December i6th, 1 ordered 
the 7th, 8th, and 9th volumes of the new- 
Paris edition, tn 4to, to be coniigned to our 
(aithful friend, Signor Milani^ in order to. 
forward them to you ; and as I am informed^ 
^hat our Padre Guardiano is not at Bologna, 
i ihall lodge my advice to him in your hand», 
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JlKUig pertain^ that he will have notice of 
thi$ new diftribution of books elfewhere. 
Wc have* now three-fouitfas of the unpreA 
fion, and I Jiope that^ pur patieuce will not 
\>t pvtt to any grtat trial, ere wc rcctive the 
femaining three, volumes. 

The Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Muf- 

•t .... 

. wftm jQVL fo much adniired at Bologaa^ 
^nd whom we at prefent poffels in Vienna, 
whi^e they are jufUy adored, not only for 
their elevated r^k, but peribnal qualities, 
by which they are rendered more illtiftriops 
and dignified, will abandon u$ th^ iirft day 
of the new year, and I be^in already to de? 
plore our lofs. 

Pray combat the winter valiafltly, as I 
ibive to do, though I have no reaibn to be 
pjroi|d of my bravery. The female compofer 
devoutly ialutes you ; and I, with m;^ ufual 
dofc frona the vqfi pizzechUlo, ailiire you 
that I am yours moft faithfully. 

Viennai December iiy 1781; 

No more than two or three letters of this 
year, except tbofe tp Farinelli, appear in the 

printed colleftion ; fo much were the poet's 
ftrength and afliyity diminiihed, as well as 

the number of furviving corrclj)oadents ! 

' LET- 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO THE ADVQCATE L^OVOhD QAMILLQ ^ 

' • , VOtTA; 
fecTitarj ^nd FnftH $f the Rcj^i Likrarj at Mantua, 

■ 

An eryfipelas in my left leg, to complete 
my lufTeriugs, has coutiacd me to aiy bed |or 
many days, and which does not yet permit 
^le to quit my domeilic habitation, is the 
caufe of this late arrival of my anfwer to your 
iaft letter^ 1 have perufed wd re-peruied the 
Ibniiet, which I find \\ ui thy of the fubjeft, 
and of the author : and I am gratified with 
the praifes which it receives from thofe 
hearers to whom I take care to communi- 
cate it. I return you my thanks, not only 
for being fo obliging as to favour me with a 
copy of it, but alfo for the public confirma- 
tion of the juft judgment I formed of your 
tfilent^ from the fifii day 1 had the happi^eis 
of converfing with ) ou in this capital. Con- 
tinue to honour m^ in the fame manner, 
Alcribc my iileuce to the irreparable lofs 
^itji which we have been ^fiUfted : accept ^ 

. reciprocal 
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tccipfpcaJ return of the compliments with 

whi^h you commiffioned me for the inhabit 

tantsand frequenters of this hbufe ; and cou- 

tinue to believe- me, witli my accui)x>med 

cfteem and aiFedion, yours, ^c. 
• ■ • . 

Vieniu» Fchruary i, 1781* 

■ 

LETTER XVIII. 

ft 

« 

, , TO THE SAM£. 

1 RECOGNIZE, my dear Signor Volta, all 
the (eniibility of your zealous friendihlp 
in the indignation which you manifefl: ia 
commtmicating to me^ the Canzmetta della 
vita umam, printed under my /name at 
Florence. The merit of compofing it is not 
mine, and I fhould be forry to rob the author 
of his fame: you will therefore r oblige me 
extremely,. by acquainting our frieadi how 
much I abhor the charafter of a Plagiarift* 
•I am ignorant .how. it happenato be my for^ 
tunc, that fo many generous poets fhould • 
imdertakc to affift me in the produ&ion of 
children. The iiiiperfedions of my legiti- 
mate and natural offspring (not all very well 
known to me) are fufficient to diilurb and 
plague me, without being burtheued with 
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the care of others, fiut .eic{ieriettce baa 
tnfWmed me, that this is a diforder like , the 
gout, for which we have no other xcmedyi 

than to complaiu and luiFer, Cuxuinue that 

zffe&ion for me which you havb mdnifdfl^ 

and be ailured of an ample return from, &c. 

Vienin, Auguil ^ 1781* 

The following letter, ia auiwcr to one 
written by a literary correfpoadent, whoj 
* though an acquaintance of no long ilanding, 
perfevered in tranfmitting to him his poeti-^ 
cal productions for approbation, does not 
jleem to have^been au^icious to his views^ 

L E^T T E'R XUK. 

to S^QWR G4tJO* 

A MOST kind letter of yours d^ted at Ronoe^ 
March 2 1 ft, with a long poeticil compofifiony 
which will doubtle& be worthy of^ y^u^ but 
which I have not yet had Icilure to read,' 
were delivered to m^^ at thcf-end df Msiy^bf 
our moil worthy Nuncio: by which you 
will perceive, that it was impoiTible tol cbey' 
your commands in anfwering your letter by 
the return of poft ; and if chronologf faact 
put it in my power, my pbyfical faculties 

would 
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woi^ld ha^VA deprived me of that pleafurc* 
Oh» deal" Abate! the blind partiality 
Wiucji you liaye couceiyf d for me, not only 
produces in jou an exce& of efteem, bui; 
ib^QQs you to ijnagiite (as is ufually the ca(e 
with thole in love)- that I am ppflefled of 
pf^ilible human . perfeftioot . without 
excluding the vigour of youth, or thinking 
of the inability or infirmities of ag<?, entreaP 
e4 by the confternation of my recenj;, ^nci 
Well-known irreparable lois, which comniu^ 
nicating to thp body tl^Q fatal agitations, of 
th0 mind, has confiae4 nie to my bed and to 
|]^e houfc^ .ne^f thce^ months, by infirmities 
and fk>w coHvalefcence ; nor am I yet able 
to.fQfume nay ufusyi KiAd of life, or to hnd 
myfelf in equiUbrio wi^th my fufFexings. To 
thefe phyfieal oU^Qles which limit my obe* 
dience to yoyr q^qm^nds, moral impedi- 
meoM are now to be added mnd. of thele 
the following is invincible; a perfon of the 
moft illu^ioiu^ aokuig' the great families of 
Rome,, a m^, of vail learning, uncommon 
genius, and excellent has defired 

to form with, me a regular epiilolary corref* 
pondence, fending me copies of his excel- 
lent compoiitions^ in the -Turban and Latin 
tongues, entreating my judgment of each. 

^ A com* 
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A commerce with which 1 have been fy 

honoured and delighted, would have grati- 
fied my vanity in th& bigheft degree; but 
my poor exhaufted himianity, has, at lengthy 
much againft my will^ obliged me to alk 
quarter ; and God knows the difficulty whicM 
I had in obtaining it. Now you will be fo 
good, my dear Abate^ to tell me with what 
face I could fend public documents to Rome^ 
pf my being able to comply with the requeft 
of others, after having protefted that it was* 
not in my power to oblige him i You are in 
no kind of want of my fuffrages, and thoie 
which I have antecedently given, will leave 
no doubt of my refpedt for your produ&ions. 
I fliall, however, read what you have fent 
me, when I can do it with a mmd le& 
oppreffed, and with eyes more fteady. In the 
mean time, I beg you wiU not cpnipire with 
nature, in diminilhing your regard, as flie has 
done my a€Uvity» but continue to love thb 
as I am, and believe me, with ufual efteem. 

Vieonai Jttiieii> 1781^ 

fi 1 1 1 — n— ■ I 

The following is the only letter that 
appears addrelTed to the fame perfon. It 
. feems an anlwcr to a letter of thanks from 

the author of a receiiU Italian trapflatioii 



Digitized by Goo 



C «73 5 

of Homer, to Metaibfio, for his apRrolmtipn^ 
of that veriioiu 

/ « 

Le tt xx. 

TO TH£ AJIAT£ GIVS£PP£ fiOZZOU. 

The juiljcc which t reh(iered to your 
happy Homerical veriiousi was not lb piuch 
to increaife thfe celebrity of your literary 
talents, become ib iUuftriOus by univerial 
applaufe, as to do credit to my own judg- 
ment ; which if it had been differentf would 
have proved, that I was ignorant what 
fcaming, vigour of mmd, good fcnfe, and 
coofiancy^ werenecefTary to conceive, under* 
Hke, and condud, to a happy termina^bn, 
ib .long and difficult an enterprise. You arcp 
therefgre, only obliged to me for the advan- 
tages which I have procured to myfelf. 
Cheriih, I entreat you, your gratuitous, par- 
tial propeniity towards me, and extend t 
(imilar indulgence to my age and infirmities^ 
which hardly allow me to aflure you, in this 
ihort manner, of the eileem and affedion, 
with which I fliall ever remain ypur, &:c. 

Vol.. III. T Thii 
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'This is; chronologically, the lad letter 
in the collcdiou, to any of Metaftafio*s cor- 
reipondentSi except Farin^Ui, to whom we . 
now return. 

* r 

LETTER XXI. 

TO SIOKO& FARIN£LLI« 

OvR laft letters on the (ame fobjefly met 

upon the road ; hence; my dear Gemello, I 
flumld have had nothing to write about, if 
luckily I had not an account to give you of an 
unexposed vifit from SignwFilippo Cavalier 

iaatUjcbi^ captainin thefervice of Ru^, with 
another officer, and a Greek lady, his confiMt, 
who furprifed me, and remained a conMer- 
able time in couverlation ; informing me of • 
the ihite of Italy, and the north, whither tb^ | 
are now returning. During this vifit, I for- 
got my complaints, more than uftial, whiie 
buffering from the intenfe cold of this climate 
and feaibn: they fung, fpokc of you, ani 
the memory of my dear Gemello is a ipeqi- 
fic againft all my fufFerings. The Cavalier, 
yoar relation, is extremely courteous and 
animated, and I wifh him pi olperity cqud 
to hia merit* If writing were not lb painful 

. . to 
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te tte^ r fliotild fiiy hiuch mdre ; Init 
uaderfiaiid each otber without fpeaking: 
that is, prefcnt my rcfpeds, laiutations, and 
thanks, to thofe at Bologna, to whom l ani 
in debt ; preferve yourfelf carefully^ during 
this horrid ieafbn ; accept the compliments 
of Signora Marthtetz^ and beheve me always 
more than ever yours. ' 

Viemuiy January 3, x^Ss* 

J 

LETTER XXll. 

TO THE SAME, 

1 HAVB no materials, my dear Gemello, 
for a letter to-day, and my head protefts 
againft the ufe of the pen : and yet I cannot, 
refill the delire of giving you a thoufand * 
embraces, at leaft in writing, and returning 
you a thouiand thanks tor the fuicere and 
kind pieafure you manifeft at the great 
honour which it has plealed the northern 
princes to confer on me. llie phenomenon, 
however, will not produce the £ime efiedt ' 
on all, and I have reafon to fear, that many, 
and perhaps !the greater part, will be 
puzzling their brains iix finding out what 

T a proportion 
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proportioa my merit > can poHlbly bcar> 
with fuch ftn honotinlde difliii^on*: an 
enquiry which cannot be of much advantage 
to me. But let us have no more of it, at 
present* I think nothing now, but the 
pleafure it has aiForded you, and the proof 

it furnUhes me of your true and conftant 
a&£tIon, of which, however, I had not the 
leafi occaiion. Give liberally, and in due 
proportion, the ufual return of regard and 
aiie&ion to al^ thofe around you, who 
honour me with their remembrance, and 
accept the reverence of the female compofcr. 
Adieu. 1 ihaU write more fully when the 
wicked nerves of my head will permk; 
in tanto vafi a bizeffe^ and am, &c. ' 

Vienna, January 24^ \^%%m 

* The Grand Duke and Dutcheft of Mufoovy, in mik« 
ing the Tour of Europe, when diey arrived at Vienna9 

made early and earned enquiries after the Imperial Laureat, 
with whofe merit they were perfectly well acquainted, not 
only firom tradition, but his dramatic produ^ions, which' had 

.been as frequently and magniftoendy reprefented, and as 
admirably fet, fung, and performed at the court of Petcrf- 
burgh, as in any great city in Europe. Not coiitcnt with 
all the information which they could acquire of odiers, 
concerning his private life, thefe great peribnages vilited 
the venerable bard in pcrfon ; and when his chara£ler, 
talents, and age, are conridereii9 the honour of the vilitfeems 

^reciprocal, exalting the good tafte of thefe princes, as 

' much as the reputation pf the poet« 

L E 
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. LETTER XXUX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Aff, Ah ! I did not expeft this from You ! 
After to many expreffions of afic^on^ pub- 
lickly to become my rival in poetry! And 
that no doubt might remain, a faithful and 
authemk account has been .traolhutted to 
figned by two unexceptionable witnefles^ 
whom I h^hly love and honour ; and bov/ 
is this raiicourous rivalry and jalQufie du 
wietier to be reconciled with the tehdemeii 
of twinihip i The effort would be vain. It 
is lucky for you, th^t your letter arrived 
to inflame and encreafe my bikt at a time 
wh^n I was unable to write : not only oa 
account of my nervous head-achy but a 
whitloe, that is, pe no mSmarditto puntick^ in 
the ftitchin^ or thimble finder (in the good 
hnguage of feamftrefies) the beft finger 
of my right hand, which obliged me to have 
recourfe totheCaeiarian iurgeonforaffiftance, 
•which I have not yet completely obtained, 
lathe firft impetus of my profellional jea« 
louiiy, God knows what indecorous expref- 
Sons might have ofeaped my pen. But le^ 

T 3 W 
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us change the fubjeft, as I feel, that fpeak? 
ing of it, roufes irrafcibility ; and I believe 
it is not your wifh, that I fliould revenge 
snyfelf upon you in mufie— What would 
become of your fame, if I did ? — No, no-— 
Make as many verles as you pleafe* I ihall 
forgive the: iafuk; and by the power of 
twinfhlp, I will lUppofe them to be written 
by myfelf. I know not of what jlotta you 
ijacak, if you mean to fill it vv ith poetry, it 
' ihall be welcome ; but | proteft againft all 
things elfe. I can write no more* Ad 
liberally ibr me, and ibr Signora Martinetz, 
ia giving and taking poopliwents. and 
US feal our reconciltation, by a million of 
mental embraces, and, with ufual wiflies, be 
to each other f^as we were wont to be/' 



]U E T T E XXIVt 

TO THE S^ME. 

Wif AT 1 then is envy, i|i mercy to huma- 
nity, no more? Neither here, nof clfcr 
where, during this dreadful feaibn, eaii | | 

a ff i?Rd 9f »c(|u8uiuncc . w|io doe§ nqt | 
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complain of want of health* We arc all 
equally obiiged to have recourre to refigiia« 
tioa : one prays for. me, auother for you, 
md all are wifiiing better health to their tor«* 
mented neighbours. My whitloe has ,at 
length left me, but it was (low in taking 
leave; my other complaints obftinately 
itftnd their pofts, and I my patience ; but 
I will not tif e yours ; let us therefore talk 
of other matters^ - 

The gre^ Servuf Servmtm^ is iaid to be 
within two or three days' journey of us; and 
our Emperor, who from an obftinate eom* 
plaint in his .eyes, is obliged to keep his 
room, would othcrwife go to meet him* 
Heaven fend, for the lake of the Chrifiian 
world, that this uuexpcded yifit may be 
profperousi The Petronian chei):, which 
as ufiial, illuftrates the generofity of my dear - 
Gemello, will oblige me to pradlife a diffi- 
cult ^nd importunate moderation in the nic 
of its contents^ But Signora Martinets, 
whp devoutly rev^renges you, will heartily 
fupply my inability, and begins already to 
thank me' for the enviable commiffion. She ' 
has happlly.fet to mufic my oratorio entitled 
Ifacc^ Figura del Redenf^ (Ifaac type of . 
* Ac jR,?deeinerJ. It was yefterday pe^tg^^med 



Digitized by Google 



( ij8o ) 

in the thMtre, for the iecood time : And 
notwithftanding the rigour of the fcafon, 
IMid oataqrhs o( tha fi^gerst it was not 
defrauded of its merited approbaUoa. Thi^ 
iacred foaftion was per&rmed hqre for the 
benefit of the poor widows of muiiciansi 
raiiing by the profits a fund, in order tQ 
relieve them by penhoiis, at th^ 4?P^^ ^ 
their hufbands *, 

Oh how many things I fiill want lo &yl 
But what is to \)c done when wc can do 
liothing ( 1 beg 3rOU9 iny dear Gemello^ to 
slGL my part with due reijped and proportioii 
lunong the m?iny perlci&s in your neighbourt 
Jioody whQ bonoui; me with their repaenir 
brance. The admirably Carlucdello is cm- 
braced with my whole heart, and t^e fraterr 
nal tcndcraeis coufirmed of his. i^iiiiiutabl^ 

QemrUot 

■ , ■ . Vienna^ MarcJ^ 2p, 1 7 82. 

This was the laft letter written by Mctaf- 
tafio to his beloved friend Farinelli, anii 

* This plan wa$ e(labliflied in itifiitatipn of the original 
Englilh Fund for the juppart of decayed mujicians end 
their familusy now called the Royal Smtty rf Muftc'tans^ 
ind Hill fubfifts* Soe Account of the Cemginmraiiitt 

perha|>5 
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ptrKaps the laft ufe which he mscde of hit 
pea i For in lel^ than a fortnight after^ he 
flrtsleized with a feyer, which deprived him 
of life» and the world of one. of its beft 
iubabitaiits and brighteft oruaments ! But (ii^ 
account of his lajO: ficknefs anddecegfe, which 
the 4CCoi^piiihed Ma4emoi£?lle Martioetz 
jent to Farmelli immediately after the fatal 
cventt 4^&:ribe$ the circumfi^ces lb dtpply* 
^lad with fp much feeling aiid elegance, that 
we ihall give it to the reader, as much Uk 
her own wofds ^3 9^ faithful pranilati^n wUl 

TO TH£ CAVALIER FAKlKEUhh 

■* 

Thi^ lofti of a mortal who hoiioured human* 
. ttyt is felt* by all; but it is particularly 
.calamitQus to thpfe \vho, li](e yourfelf and 
our family, were united to him by the 
ftri^ft boad^ of a lp|ig and fmcere friend^ 
^hip. Indeed from the time of the hnmpr- 
t;d A|et^4aik)*« firft arrival in. Viennat April 
17th, 1730, he never quitted our hoyfe, nor 
peafed conferring benefit* ^d ads of kind- 
ixeis on its inhaj^itants; it will therefore be 
unneceflary minutely to deicribe the afflidion 
{n^ to ^oti, Sir^ whole fenfibihty of 
... tat 
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heart and affedion for your friend, are fil 
well known. The ftroke, however, came 
upon u$ too iuddenly : as the vigour of ki$ 
conAitutioQ, luperior to the age of eighty-^ 
four, animated by a conftant and equal viva* 
city and incomparable wit, were fuch ^ 
j>romiieJ ^ loi>gcr continuance among us, 
notwithftanding the habityal bypochondriag 
jiffe£lioi)s with which he Avas frequeptly 
incommoded, but which did not, however, 
deprive him of the enjoyment of ibciety, 
fleep, appetite, ftudy, or other vital func- 
tions, In the evening of the firft of April; 
his fatal malady began. Returning home 
fronri his conftant viiit to Count Perlas^ he 
complained of a chilaeis, eat very httle at 
fupper, went to bed at His ufiial timeof twelve 
o'clock. The next morning, atfeven, hecalle4 
for my elder l)rother, Giufeppe, and con- 
iiilted him whether he had heft- rife and go 
to church, as he hajJ intended, it being 
Eafter Sunday ; but was advifed by him to 
remain in bed, as his pulie was very quick : 
an hour after, the fever increafcd to fiich a 
degree^ that it deprived him pf ipcech, and 
he remained opprefled by a heavy lethargic 
fleep, which continued during two days^ 
>v4ih ihort xnterv^ils, in which he was only 

< 1 
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af>ie to take the mediciae^ preicribed by Dr^ 
Molinari, his phyhciafe. T]xc fever dimj* 
liiihed fo much on the morning of the fifth 
(day^ that he becanxe tranquil, fpoke freely^ 
coaverfed wiili fome of his fj-ieads, whp 
vifited him, ^nd was able, ^fter dinner, tp 
have the &crameat ^dmiiiiflered to hixUf 
Yoii may imagine, Sir, what great confbht^ 
f;ioa this afforded >is^ bu( our hopes were of 
Ihort duration, for at night, the fever re* 
turned with fuch violence, that every day he 
became more lethargic, and baffled all the 
ikill of the moft able phyfician$, who met in 
pon(ultation ; (q that on the i ath qf April, 
between eleven and twelve o'clock at nighty 
he finally, without much agony, rendered hi^ 
fublime ipirit into the hands of the eternal 
Creator, in the prefence of his confeflbr, 
Ming three hours before received the gene, 
*|al abfolution of the Apoftolic Nuncio. Now, 
fince every mortal mull; p^y the tribute of 
humanity, it was fbme alleviation to our 
ibrrows, for lb great a lofs, to refie&v that 
this illuftrious man, after having with uni- 
Verial applaufe, employed hi9 extraordinary 
talents in inftruding and delighting man- 
kind, and amply fulfilled all the duties of a 
(me ^hri^af), of ^n eminent writer, and 

^ 8cc^ilife4 
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M^ulred the indifputable title of the firft 
poet of the age^ ihouid enjoy, at preient^ 
the worthy and cvcrlafting mede of hit 
fevere reaitudc, probity, integrity, and mo- 
lals. 

For the Bologna prefent, geneioafly 
intended for me, you muft content yourielf. 
Sir, as yet with my fincere thanks : when it 
arnves here, 1 ihail be more diffiiie in my 
acknowledgments, and with my Information 
«f its iafety, give due praiie to its kind coni* 
tents. In the mean time, accept the moll 
fincere ai&raiices of the reverence, efteem, 
^nd reipedtful coaiideration, with which I 
Itave the honour to be, &e. 

Vienna, Msjg^ i^S^t. 

•I 

His friend and adopted twin, Carlq 
Baos^cm, commonly galled Fai^ineui, fuTT- 
vived this event but a fligrt time ; the poet 
4ying April 12th, 1782, find the mufipiaii 
September 2^d, of the farne y^, having 
arrived at the great age qf eighty-one.— I^et 
not libertinifm, indelicacy,, or inhijmamty, 
ridicule or degrade this moft excellent and 
worthy perfoi^ag^ for the crueUy of aviuri* 
Ciqus paf e})ts during cliiidbpQ4 1 His tajcntf 

had 
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ha^d etfeds upon his hearers beyond thofe of 
any mulical performer in modern times (J): 
and k may be doubted, whether the moft 
celebrated muficians of antiquity, Orpheus, 
Linus, or Amf^ion, however miractdow 
their powers over the heart of man, ever 
excited fuch fplendid and foUd munificenct 
m their heaiers {e). His extraordinary voice 
and almoft fupernatural powers of execution, 
have been fo often celebrated in every part 
of Europe, that nothing need be added here 
to his puUic profeiiional chara6ter ; and in. 
the courfe of this work, the numerous and 
impreflive eulogies of fo exquifite a moralift 
and judge of the human heart as Metailafio, 
nraft have exalted his private virtues and 
Qondud through hfe, to an uncommon pitch 
of excellence. In my youth, during the 
keeouefs of curioiity, concerning the life of 
this portentous performer, I had accounts 
from the higheft authority, of bis modefty, 
humility, and benevolent propenfities, during 
his fplendid reiidence at Madrid, while in 
the meridian of royal favour, invefted with 

{d) See Italimt Mrf. Twr^ and Hjfi. v/Mif voL iv. 
{e) The King of Spain, fettled a penfion on him for Ufe, 

©f 2000I. (many accounts fay 3000I.) fterl, per an% with 
honours, priviieges, aod prefeots umamerabk* 

wealthy 



•wcaltli, honours, and influence, fafEcient id 
excite every ipecies of envy, hatred, and 
malice, in all the orders of lociety. Yet {a 
found were his inteileds, lb iage and jiidiciou$ 
fais condud, that he cannot fo properly be iaiS 
to have efcaped the fhafts of envy, as to have 
prevented their being ihot at him^ Of* 
almofl all other great fingers, we hear of 
their intoxication by praiie and profperity, 
and of their caprice, infolence, andabfurdities, 
at fbme time or other; hut of Farmeitij 
fuperior to them all in talents, fame, and for- 
tune, the records of folly among the fpoilf 
cbiUnn of Apollo, furniih no one dif* 
graceful anecdote. It was not till after 
this moft aftoniihing performer and worthy 
man had defcended with dignity from the 
height of his former eminence, power, 
and royal favour, that I had the plea- 
fure of contemplating his mamiers, and 
enjoying his conver&tion at Bologna; but 
I do not remember that I ever was more 
£itisfied or lefs dilappointed in approximat- 
ing celebrity* Rouiieau fays of Philofophers, 
that "the only prejudice of which they 
cured him, on acquaintance, was the having 
thonglit them, at a diftance, fuperior to other 
mortals." But Farinelli, iniiead of lofmg 

ground 
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groirnd ia my favour by a clofe examiaatiotfi 
confiderably augmented my refpe£l and ad* 
miration; With all the. eale and grace of a 
man of the world of high rank, long accus- 
tomed to the practice of urbanity, he joined 
intelligence, mformationy frauknefs and can* 
dour. Farinelli*s mind was entire, whatever 
^mutilations its manfion may have fuifered. 
If vice, radiuefs, imprudciice, or any thing 
in which his own volition might be accufed^ 
had rendered him difFerqut from his fellow 
creatures, reproach and contempt would 
have been juftly his due. But when it ia 
confidcred, that ever Gnce he became a free- 
ageatt his whole life was not only inoxious^ 
but exemplary, in the practice of all the ioeial, 
friendly, benevolent, and amiable virtues; 
that with natural powers, and acquired ta- 
lents for dehghting others in the moft innor 
cent and exquiiite. manner, he never loft his 
equanimity in the midft of the higheft and 
moit inebriating profperity and applaufe, but 
remained humble, modeft, and ftcady in hb 
duty, gratitude, friendfhips, and attachment 
to his family and country ; it feems as if the 
iavoluntary lofs of the mod grofs and com* 
' mon of all animal faculties, had been the 

only 



( 288 1 

4itiiy degrading circumiiaQce of 
•nccf/). 

.Metastasio's death illuflrated the princi-« 
pics and pi adice of his life. Pious and firm 
in the belief of the religion 6f his country^ 
.he courageoufly, iu his laft moments, reUed 
on die promifed propitiation of his Saviour i 
and on receiving the iacrament a very ihort 
time before he expired, exclaimed, 

Yoffiro tl tuo propria figUo^ 
Cbegia ^mmr9 im pigf^H 
Raichtufi in ficetel ftgft§ 
$i v&iU a not donar* 

jf lui rivoigi ii ctglioi 

if) It It tiot eafy lo account^ radonallj, for die tdtal 

filence of ail Metaftafio's biographers, on the fubjc£l of 
his long^ conftant, and ardeai Inendfliip for this extraordi- 
nary and worthy pedbn \ though a volume and half of his 
letters are addrefTed to him. they feem alhamed to mention 
his name Signor Mattei, indeed, has once condefc ended 
tofpeak of a letter t9 the Bunuib FarriaeUi*-— Why this 
contempt? If the vulgar and jooofe chufe to fliew fiipo- 
riority by their farcallic attempts at wit, they njuft not b 
robbed of fo obvious and tempting an opportunity , but 
that men who fiuicy ihemfelves philolbphers, and elevated 
above plebeian prejudices, (houldjoin in the cruel coofpiracyt 
is a diigrace to wildom and learning. 
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Lafcia ^ ferdtnar {g)* 

O Lord, peimit me, now my race is nin> 

While hov'ring o'er the gaping grave, 
To olFer up to Thee, thy only Son 
In lacriiice, my foul to fave. 

See whom I offer ; oh, behold him, Lordf 
And for his fake my crimes excufe \ 

' O turn thine eyes, and then refuL' I'aiTQrd 
^ l^hy mercy, if thou canii refuie. 

Dr. Jofaaibii, equally pious, and impreiTed 

with the deepeft convi£tion of the m^^iieiy of 
the incarnation, had too little reliance on 
his own merits, to think himfelf deferving 
of ialvation, through his redeemer. With 
all his native courage, inftead of boldly 
meeting his diflblution, he would gladly have 
fufFered the moft excruciating terreftrial tor- 
ments, to have poftponed the event. Puring 
his laft vifit to his friend Dr. Taylor, in 
Derbyfliire, about four months before his 
deccafe, he feys, in a letter to me, " I ftrug- 
gle hard tor life. I take phyfic^ and take 

* 

(f ) This prayer was not pronounced extempore, as may 
he feen in the tenth volume of the hike edition of his 
mnrks, where it conftitutes (with a fmall difference) the 
^aft Stanza of his Paraphrafe on the Miferere^ or fifty-ftf ft 
pCilm, a poft humous work. ♦• 
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air ; my frieud's chariot is always ready. 
Wc have run this morning, twcntiy-four 
xniles, and could rua forty-eight more. Bui 
noio can run the race with death ?** 

Metaftaiio w^s iatcrr^ in ihe parill) 
church of Saint Michael, in Viemia, the 
14th of April. The fiin^ral ritc$ were pcr-^ 
formed with fpleudor, by his grateful heir, 
Signor Jofeph Martinete, in defpite of the 
poet's injuudioas, who had iorbiddeii all kind 
of poaip. The inheritance of Signer Marti* 
nets conGfied in a weli-furmlhed babi« 
tation, a coach, hories, a great quantity 
qf piiaceiy prefents, a very anH>lo an4 
coUe^ou of bool^js, with a capital of one 
hundred and thirty thoufand fiortnspfrcM 
which, however, were to be dedufied, twca^ 
ty thou&nd for each of the execi^r^s fifters, 
three thouknd for eaich of his youoge^ 
brothers- 

The poet's attachment to X)^ MartmlTA 
fauiil) , was of long ftandiug. In the y« 
1730, on his arrival at Vienna, the firft 
liOMfe in which he took up his rehdeace, was 
that of 3ignor t4icol6 Martinetz^ matter of 
the cerwonies to the Apoftolic Nuncio m 
- that city. The eldeft fon of this gentleman, 
wbom^lQ apppinted Ijiia hpiri was a,uUc coun- 

feUor 
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ieUor and firil keeper of the ImperfiU library » . 

Signora M^riaana, Im eldeil daughter, edi)*^ 

rated ttodfif the poet^s eye^ wd uniYcr&Ux 

admired for her talents and accompliihmeats^ 
particularly in mvdic (as has already beca 
related) not only as an eiocelknt.perJbormer 
on the harpHchord, and au cxc^uifite finger^ 
. but for her genius and abilities as a oompolier^ 
She was an eleve of the admirable I>. Ha^ida, 
who refided three years under the iame lodf 
with Matafiaiio^ during her mufical ftudies^^i 
She had leflfons in iinging frOm the cde* 
hrated Porpora^ who had many years before 
been the poet's own muflc-mafter^ The 
productions of Mademoifelle MartinetZy were 
communicated to, and approved by the 
greateft mafters Italy, and her name ia 
ioicribi^ as a member pf the Philharmonie 
academy in Bologna and Mantua, 

Signor Saverio Mattei^ one of the moft 
ufeful of Metaftafio's biographers, though 
lie rather gives advice to others^ with looie 
and indigefled materials, than a regular lifb 
of the poet, fays, that ** whoever wiflies to 
acquire an exa6t knowledge of his cuftomSy 
manners, way of life, opinions of hinifelf 
and others ; of his precifion in fulfilling his 
dutie^i of the changes in his fortune, his 

,V % , ' appli 
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application, and the different degrees of 
. favour with which his feveral produSions 
were at firft received, their chronology, the 
influence they had on the tafte of Italy, and 
on that of all Europe, with refpeft to the 
melodrama, or lyric ftage, can only acquire 
fuch information by the perufal of his 
Letters." 

'ilhc reader has now been prefented with 
p entire tranflations of the principal letters 
contained in the five volumes of his corrcf- 
pondence, publiflied at Nice, in 1786, and 
P extrads from the reft ; and it feems as if 
thefe would eftablifh his charafter as a bene^ 
volent, amiable, and virtuous man, as firmly 
as his dramatic works and mifcellaneous 
pieces have enrolled him among great poets. 

His letters (fays the moft ample and 
accurate of all his Italian biographers, the 
Abate Crijlini^ editor of the Nice edition 
of his works) " will do honour to all Italy, 
while they difcover his moft intimate at- 
tachments, his moft fecret thoughts, his 
favourite opinions, and the hiftory of a man 
who was all heart and all virtue." 

Thefe letters, like his dramas, are written 
without preface or text : he plunges at 
once direflly into the bufinefs, whatever 

it 
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it Is ; and in the firft line makes knoWn the 
fubjeft. He is as (hort and laconic as the 
matter will allow, without omitting a fingle 
circumftance necelFary to be known; and 
with the moft natural fimplicity, beautifies 
whatever he defcribes or explains. He rifes 
above the common ftyle, without afFeftation 
or Angularity, and has invented a new fpecies 
of writing, free from extravagance, that^en- 
ders the moft trifling circumftance intereft 
ing which he has occafion to mention. He 
has political, theatrical, critical^ philofophi- 
cal, and encomiaftic letters, and all are 
pleafant and feducing. His genius, lays 
Signor Arteaga (A); may be compared to 
the goddefs Chloris of the Greeks, who in 
flying through the air, fcattered rofes where- 
cver ftie went.*' The fame grace, facility, 
and elegance of ftyle, appear in his profe^ 
which have rendered his poetry fo juftly cele- 
brated. Indeed, till I faw thefe letters, I 
ufed to think, that there was no Italian^ 
profe lb eafy to comprehend and conftrue, by 
young ftudents in the language, as the 
dramas of Metaftafio. But I am now con- 

■ 

{h) Rgvolutioni del Theatre Mujicale Italiano, To* 1 

• . . u 3 ^ vinced. 
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vinced, tkat, in point of facility^ the profc 
of our author is to his own poetry, what 
the profe of others is to their verfe. 

What renders thefe letters infinitely more 
natural and fatisfaftory, is, that, like the 
familiares of Cicero, they were not WTittcu 
with the leaft view to publication ; as the 
reader mull have obferved by the lively com- 
plairUs he makes to his correfpondents, who, 
for the gratification of their own vanity, had 
betrayed his confidence. Indeed, what Me- 
Jaftafio fays of the unlicenfed publication of 
his private letters by bookfellers and others, 
might be faid by the ghoft of Dr. Jphnfon, 
and would come perhaps with equal pro- 
priety from the living and the dead. In a 
letter to Signor Diodati^ July 14, 1769, he 
alks, " What right can men have to the 
pofleffions of others, without tlieir confent ? 
Is all idea of meum and tuum annihilated ? 
Theie invaders muft know, that every mm 
fays things inconverfationandcorrelpondence 
with friends, that he would npt fay to the 

whole world ; and that fuch remarks on per- 
. . . . . ' 

10ns and things as are inoffenfive in private, 

become injuries when publifhed." And it is 

moft certain, that there is no man, however 

candid and prudent, whofe private opinions 
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And coiiverfations would not give pain to, 
and draw on him the refentmcnt of perfons 
whom he would be forry to offend. 

Metaftafio was an enemy to that pom- 
pous^ verbofe, and obfcure ftyle which pre- 
vailed in his country a few years ago ; and 
was perfuaded, that the firft duty of a writer, 
whether in profe or verfe, was to be under- 
ftood. 

" The ftyle of Mctaftafio (fays an Italian 
critic) never fails to pleafe thofe who give 
way to their own feelings, more than per* 
fons of profound meditation; and I would 
rather be accufed of partiality to him, whom 
I venerate and love^ than ranked with cold 
philofophers and deep thinkers, whom I 
may refpeft, but cannot love." 

All Metaftafio's biographers feem to agree 
in his being of obfcure birth ; and almoft all 
allow of his father having been a common 
foldier, but with fome education ; as when he 
quitted the army, before he opened a kind 
of huckftcr's (hop, he became a copyift or 
writer, probably for the lawyers. Our poet's 
origin was fo long a myftery, that many 
wild ftorics of his firft profeffion, have been 
circulated ; fome have bound him appren- 

u 4 ticc 



( 2^G ) 

tiec to a Goldfmitb^ others to a Stom^ 
* cutter^ But whatever was his genealogy, it 
caiinot have been fo high as to be de- 
graded, or lb low as not to have been fuf- 
ficiently exalted by fuch worth and talents, 
fo rank with illuftrious anceftry. A worthy 
0obleman of our country, as refpe&able 
for literary abilities as titled dignity, has 
faid, " I had rather be the firft peer of my 
race, than the hundredth (i)/' High birth 
moft aiTuredly does not imply or preclude 
Ijenius. The foul may be elevated by edu* 
cation and example ; but even thefe cannot 
iertilize a barren foil. The gifts of nature 
are common to every clafs of human beings. 
How many* great talents have been brought 
\o light by mei-e accident !^ How many 
have burft out, in fpite of parental dif- 
couragement and oppolition ! The great 
mufician, Handel, was intended for the law ; 
and our ingenious countryman, Dn Arne, 
fcrvcd a clerkfhip to an attorney. We 
know not very well for what employment 
Shakeipeare was educated ; probably not for 

(/) Ddcnpdemof tfaecoUc^ionolpidttres'at Hmtg^im* 

Hall^ Norfolk, in 1743. 

poetry, 
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poetry, or a learned profeffioa. Palcal's 
genius difcovered ttfelf very early. With- 
out geiiius, all' the education and example of 
a great father, fuch as Cicero, could not 
make a great fou. The melancholy and 
beautiful refledion of Gray^ 

Fiill many a role is bora to bluih unfeen* 

And wailc its fwcetuefs ia the deikrt air/* 

is true, with refpedl to natural intelleils, in 
poverty and obfcurity, being thrown away 
upon the world ; yet, perhaps, whatever 
IS, is right/* at laft : there muft be " hewers 
of wood and drawers of water*"— A nation 
of plulofophcrs, poets, painters, or muficians^ 
without agriculture, ufeflil handicraftsmen, 
and labourers, would be ftarved to Jeath, 
or extirpated by wild beafis« Th^re is, 
perhaps at prefent, a fufficient proportion, 
in every tfate of Europe, of fcientific- and 
learned men, as well as of elegant artifts ; 
and equality of any one kind in a ftate of 
ibciety, though all were to be Lockcs, Ne w^i 
tons. Bacons, or Boyles, feems not only 
phyhcally and morally impratticable, but the 
very attempt appears pregnant with mif- . 
chief, mifery, and ruin to all. 

IVktaftafio, 
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Mctaftario, notwitbilaading the indigence 
of his parents, fortunately received an ex* 
celleiU education from his adopted father^ 
Gravina % which cheriihed and expanded tho 
uaturai qualities of/ his good i>eart« and knu^i 
intelle£b(^). He was learned without pe* 
dantry, pious without cant or fe£l ; breath* 
iiig the true fpuk of Chriftianity, without 
fanaticifm or bigotry $ and pra^fing its be- 
nign precept:^ of moialltj, fo favourable to 
the tranquillity and happine^ of nutokind* 

The emperor, Charles VI, found in Metaf- 
tafio, a man who encouraged and confirtkied 
his love of virtue, decorum, and propriety; 
and Metaftaiio foutld in his ptitron, a prinde 
fuiceptible of receiving favourably his recom- 
mendations of the moral and focial, as well 
as heroic virtues. Indeed the poet and patron 
feem to have been made for each other. 

Metaftafio delighted in virtue inucb, 
that when he deliniates eftimable charaders, 
he refines upon the good qualities which hif- 

tpry or tradition has aligned them; and 

\ 

(k) The Abttie CnlHiih 6ys, «Gi«¥iiia^ not ttt^ 

had him inilru6ted in tiac civii law, but in the true Ipirit 
of religion, the 'government of thepaifions, difinterefted- 
ne^ love of honeft fiune, humility, modelby^ prpbity, and 
the pradUcc of every fublime virtue," 

4 




Digitized by Google 



( *99 ) 

|>y , his exqui^te and tranifiareut cdburs« . 

gives to his pidures the utmoft degree of per- 
fe6tioa. Ifideed his virtuoius cbaraflers are 
more divme than human ; but they are ren- 
dered ib amiable and worthy t>f imitation^ 
that they excite a wiih iii the reader or 
hearer to copy, or at leafl encourage and 
venerate fuch e^cceilervce. A true poet^ lays 
Horace (/;, unites the fweetnels of verfe 
with the utihty of his precepts: and no 
author has penetrated fo far into the reiinc- 
ments of the art, as Metailafio. His heart 
was a copious axxd durable fountain of deep 
morality the pureft harmony flows from 
the fame fource ; and thefe running together, 
partake of the quality of each other, emanate 
ing by turns both vigour and fweetnels. 
Virtue camiot appear in a more pleafing and 
alluring garb to humanity. His heroes, it 
has been laid, HaiL at the fight of Jcadi, 
becaufe they are human ; but (hey advance, 
becaufe they are viriuous. t " 

Few writei« have been fortunate enough to 
enjoy the favour of the public fo completely 
during their lives, as Metaftafio. But this 
feiicity is not to be more afcribed, perhaps, 
to the excellence of his writings, than to ' 

{I) Omnt tulit pun^fumt f mifcuit utile dulcu 

his 
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""liis modefty, candour, and deterniination 

neither to give nor take offence hy cehluring 
the produdtions of others, or refenting the 
cenfures oi his own. He fccms to have feea 
with due horror, theefFe&sof literary war' 
on the combatants {m). ' 

His whole life appears to have been of that 
even tenour, which nothing but great acci- 
dents or public calamities coulJ diftuj:b. 
His veneration and gratitude for his patron- 
efs, the Emprefs Queen, feem, during the 
laft vears of his life, to have been the 
flrongeit paiiions to which he gave admiiiion 
in his breaft. When unfortunate in war, or 
on account of the iickneisor death •of any of 
her family, he was as much agitated, as 
any of her moil faithful and beft fubjeds. 
• But when her own life was endangered by 
difeafe, his equanimity and philofophy to* 
tally left him*. Then yielding to tiae natural 
fchlibility and tendernefs of a heart, neither 
chilled by apathy, nor petrified by Aoicifm, 
Jiie became a common man; not too ftub- 
born for afflidion, or too proud and obdu- 
'rate for the impreliions of calamity. The 
licknels of his brother, and death pf the 

{^) See his letter of March, 1779, ^ Abate Gaifo* 

Couiitcfi 
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Countefs d'Althan, are likewife illuftrations 

of this occaiional feniibility. And if the ' 
well-known precept of his favourite poet is 
right, a man pbiTeifed of fuch irreiiftible pa- 
thetic powers over others, mull have ick 
fenfiblj and painfully himfelf (ff). 

That celebrity which he enjoyed fo iiidif^ 
p\itably during life, was not diminiihed by 
his deceafe ; his works are ilill in every 
hand : the philofbpher, the courtier, the 
bigot, the man of > the world, auAere and 
gallant females, all equally read them, and 
all find them equally beautiful. His moral 
maxims are daily cited, and bis produciions 
are become the code of lovers. The fettiiig 
and linging his verfes, have rendered Pergo- 
Icii, Venci, Jomelli, Sacchini, and Fari- 
nelli, Cafl^elli, Pacchierolti, and Marchefi, 
as celebrated in all parts of Europe, as Cor- 
neille, Racine and Voltaire. Had his dramas 
been regular tragedies, written for decla- 
mation, without mufic, perhaps we {hould 

. never have heard of them in England; but 
mufic being an univerfal language through- 

' out Europe, they are certainly obliged to 

(n) Si vh me Jieriy dokndum eft 

Pr 'mum ipfi tibL 

the 
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the compofer aod iiager for a great part of 
their fame, at Icaft out of Italy, notwith* 
fiaading the complaiats of Mcuiiicai^ hiow 
ielf, and the admirers of tragedy who are 
sbimical to mufict that they have been io^ural 
bycompofers aad performers. Particular ope- 
raSy and perhaps, at lbme*time or other, all 
his dramas may have fallen into the hands 
of compofers without genius, and fingers 
without talents ; but upon the whole, excel* 
Jently written as arc IMctadaiio'i dramas, 
and exquifite as is the Italian language, it 
muft be owned, that mufic has been the 
vehicle in which the operas of Metaftaiio 
have travelled into foreign countries. Cato^ 
Regulus, Themiftocles, Artaxerxes, Qlim- 
piade, and Demofoonte, are allowed to 
breathe* a true tragic ipirit, even through 
the effeminate languor of lengthened tones» 
and long divilions ; but it is in the perufal, 
perhaps, not the vocal p^eribrfnance, that 
the force and beauty of Metaftafio's dramatic 
fcenes, have been difcovered out of Italj^ 
When an air has been encored, it has not 
been for the beauty of the poetry, but tbo 
compofition or performance of that air. It 
muft be allowed, however, without the 
Icafl deduction, that Metailaho's genius, good 

tafte^ 

m 

I 
I 

k * 
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taftcy and found judgment, firil achieved the • 
(difficult tafk of rendering fo wild and incon- 
gruous a compound of fecmingly heteroge* 
neous ingredients and abfurdities, ^ rational 
eRteitainment. 

Whether the iubjeds he cliofe for bia dra« 
mas or fugitive pieces were facred or fccu- 
lar, hyftorical or mythological, they are 

treated with equal purity and dolicacv. Dr, 

J<Anib&'s high character of Richardibn, as * 
a moral writer in profe^ is not more his 
ckse, than Metaftafio's among imrat foeiSn 
Though love could xmH be excluded from his 
fecular dramas. It is of that refined and deK* 
pate fort \^hich will mend and purify, nor 
corrupt aud deprave the heart. Decorum, 
probity, innocence, and good»fiiith, were 
equally inviolii.te in his aflionsand writings, . 
And his conftant wiih feems to have been' 
through life, to infpire in mankind, a love 
of virtue, and dcteftatlon of vice. 

Even the church has defended his morality. 
The ci-devant Jeiuit, father Cordaro, in 

* 

his Eloge of our poet, &ys, I well know, 
that Metailafio has been accufcd by fome of - 
having brought the paffion of love too for* 
Vt^afd in his dramas, at the filk of feduciag 

and 
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and enervating the heart and virtue of the 
hearers. How ihall we defend him from 
this charge ? He would certainly have 
done better if he could have confined himfelf 
to the love of glory, and of our country, in 
diljplaying the virtues of valour, hdclii) , and 
canftancy, without medling with the follies 
of lovers. But there arc certain noble aftec* 
tionsv concerning which the vulgar have but 
little knowledge, and lefs tafte. Ou the 
contrary, every one underftands love ; and 
without that feafoning, every reprefentatioo^ 
at prefent, feems infipid. It is the predomi- 
nate paflion of the times. He was perhaps 
neceffitated to comply with it; but with 
what precaution and referve ! Has an 
chaile word ever eicaped him ? Or an idea, 
that is not ftriftlv withm the limits of the 
mod perfe^ delicacy ^ This may be faid of 
his fecular dramas taken from prpfane ftory; 
but his facred dramas are not only exempt 
from blame with refped to the paflion of 
love, but fufficiently pure in morals and doc-» 
trine, to ferve as corredlives to whatever 
the moft morofc critics may objeft to his pro^ 
duciions for the ftagc." 

The lour critic, Boileau^ diipute^^ not tLc 
theatrical dominion of love ; 

" p ■ VAmaur 



Digitized by Google 



( 3^5 ) 

Jtmiii^ firtik m ttnirts findmi^ 

S'empan du theatre 

jp^ cetU pajjion U fenfibU peinture 

£/l four dHif au c<gur la r§Mti la plus fin. 

Art Poet; Chant; III. v, 93. 

Lord of the taaaxori love has feiz'd the ftagc^ 
There lodifplay his joy, his grief aad rage ; 

Though other pairions may attention find, 
'Tis that alone, which int'reils all mankinds 

If the world could go on without Lovei 
the playful^ charafter which our poet makes 
the urchiii give of himfelf, would frighii 
timid and lober folks from having any thing 
to fay to him. 

■ ■ D^ogni cojiumef 
Bella diva^ to Jon capace : 
Sm iiud$ft9^ € fino audoiff 
S§ parlare, $fi iaceri 
Serbo fede^ ufo ririgarino : 
Son pietojoy e fon tiranna ; 
£ m*adatt9 al mU talntU 
jSitnienUf al piacgr ^ 

IVe cV'ry virtue^ ev'ry vicc^ 

Now hot as fire, now told as ice ; 
Am fometimes modeil, iometimes boldj 
lioquacious now, now filence hold. 

■ Both truth and hUchood have their turiii 
I'm tender fwain^ or tyrant ftern ; 
And can, as heft my neafures ful^ 
Give rapture iilpeet^ or pain acute; 

(d) La pace fra la virtili e la Bellatza* 
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Metaftafid*^ tneafiiresy in the ibogs with 

iK^hich he termixiates the fcenes of his dra- 
mas, arc fo fwcct and varied, that they have 
often fuggefted to mufical compolers, by the 
mere perufal, melodies of every kind. 

Ic has been doubted by fome eminent fcho- 
lars of our country (unacquainted, perhaps, 
with his adoption and education by Gravina) 
whether Metaftafio was able to read the 
Gi'eek tragic poets in the origigaL * This 
fceptkilm concerning the extent of the 
Poet's learning, feems to have arifeii from 
the little uie that he has been found to make 
of the ancient fathers of the Drama in his 
own Works, cither by <iircd:ly copying them, 
or by imitations ; but this he- might eafily 
have done, by the help of Pere Bnimoyy and 
others from tranilation. Whoever has read 
ivith attention his AbJiraSl ofArijhtles Art of ' 
Poetry i and remarks on the do6)[rines it con" 
tains^ will not only find it impoffible to 
doubt of his acquaintance with the Greek 
language and theatre, but clearly fee his 
feafons for not implicitly adopting their 
pradiicey or fervilely copying their lenti* 
ments. That he has highly tafted and rie* 
verenced the great Greciaid models iii eveiy 
Ipecies of literature, and fre<^ucully tinC"» 
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tlircd his writings with iiifufions from their 
ineftimable prddu&ions, has been locally in^ 
dicated by fome of his learned countrymenf 
who have beeii nioft (evere iipon the few 

imperfedions which they could difcover in 
his works; 

It has been iaid by Arteaga (/>), that no one 
has (b happily adapted the Greek ftrings to 
the Italian lyre^ as Metaftaiio; he having 
feized the very Ibul of the Greek poets more 
fuccefsfuily than any of his predecefTors in 
Italy, not even excepting C/biairera, who 
was certainly a great man, but who, in imi<^ 
tating the ancients, wanted die true phllo* 
ibphical ipirit 

It is not fufficient (continues Arteaga) folf 
an author to call an irregular ode Pindaric, be* 
caufe it is divided mto Strophe , jintiJiropbe^^mH 
Efoiki if devoid of the true Pindaric genius^ 
the Greek cojiume and character, and if con- 
ftruded in meafures wholly untuneable^ for- 
getting that mufiG and poetry were infepa- 
rable in ancient Greece*' It is the fame 

Ip) Ubifupya^ Vol XL p. S4; 

(^) Chu:brcra, born at Savona in 1552,1$ laid by Apof- 
tolo Zeno to approacli Pindar in dignity^ and Aiucreon in 
fweetnefs* NdU dignita fi au^fia a PindarOf ntUa dd^ 
'Cizxd ad JnacriMti, Bibi; dell^ Eloqiienza Ita!^ Foii<> 
^ihini con le Annocaztone d'Apofl. Zeno. 

X a with 
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tlrith moft of thofc who fancy tkey refembld 
Anacreout whea their ideas feem to iprkig 
ffom his gay fyfkem. But how different 
from the produdions of thefe pretenders is 

the golden hymn of Metaftafio in the Olym- 
piade : In which, whoever is poffeffed of a 
foul for poetry, and free from pedantry, will 
f ecognize the true Grecian Ipirit. 

Del forte Licida, &c. 
The srenius of the famed cclebrator of 
Bathyllus appears with equal felicity in the 
hymn wliich Achillas' fings in the opera of 
that name r 

Se un Alma annodi^ Szc. 
In which our Poet*s mufc refembks the 
dove of Venus, quenching hio Lluril from 
the cup of Anacreon. 

Some of his dramas, however, were cer- 
tainly written under reftraints and diladvan- 
tages at the court of Vienna. He was not 
only obliged to ride poll to Parnaffus, occa- 
fioually, upon very (hort notice, but circum- 
fcribed to very narrow Kmits in other re- 
Ipeds; particularly in writing for the per- 
formance of the Aich-wlutchcffes. At liicb 
times he wasr obliged to relinquifli the eftab- 
lilhed rules and prejudices of the theatre 5 
even the number of perfonages was pre- 

fcribed^ 
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fcribed, as well as their habits, figure, age, 
and manners. A Sioci piece^ fit for general 
ufe, is a jack- boot, that will fit any leg; 
Metaftafio, however, was obliged to cut out 
to one mealure, and iinilh to a particular 
laft. But of thefe difficulties, we have his 
own account in various letters. 

The ten firfl )ears of his rcudciice at Vi- 
enna, will determine the point of elevation 
which his glory attained. He regarded AttiltQ 
Regolo as his beft Opera, Betulia Uberata as 
his beft Oratokio, and Artas£RS£ as the . 
moft FORTUNATE of his dramas : for how* 
ever fet or fung, it was always iucceisfuh 

It was ail hitclhgciit oblcrvation of the 
late accompliihed mufician Abel^ that the 
genius of Emanuel Bach would have been 
more expanded and of more general ufe, if, 
InAead of being coniiued to the Hans town 
of Hambro* without a rival, he had refided 
in a great capital, fuch as Paris, Naples, or 
Lx)ndon, where he would have bceu ilimU'^ 
lated to diligence and exertion by competi-r 
tors, and obliged to ftudy and relpeft the 
public tafte. But Metaftafio, confined to 
the Imperial theatre at Vienna, without aix 
opponent, or fear of either public caprice or 
|)r^v^tQ cabal) though tiie ^ej^formers were 

%\ not 

m 

\ 

w 

% 

Digitized by Google 



i 310 ) ^ 

not always of the firft plafs, pr his auditorsi 
ivich formidable critics as thofche would have 
had to encounter in Italy, was fo fure of fuQ- 
Ccfs in the ftylc which he had formed early 
in life, that he had iKJt occafion to try experi- 
ments in order to excite curiofity, or awaken 
attention in an audience lels able to judge of 
the poetry than the muhc, and nut allowed 
to be feve^e, if difplcafed witli their enters 
tainaie^it. 

His monotonous refidence at Vienna, {kemy 
^4 perfedly to fuit witli his natural love of 
order and tranquillity. Though late in life, 
when he felt the cold gradations of decay,'* 

he was iumetiiiics^ a Jittle hurried and op«. 

prcifed by the number of Imperial com- 

inauds to write, yet he was not among the 
celebrated authors qui ploravere fuis nm 
refpondere favorem Speratum m^ri(i4. Many 
inft^nce^ have already beeii ^iven of the 
favour and fenfe pf his. worth, manifeiled by 
his patrons; but; n^ore ftill reQiain, whicl\ 
equally defer ve to be recorded. 

Wheu he had finiflicd his opera intitled 
// Re Pqftore^ G? PEroe Cineji^ the Emprefs. 
Queen lent him a gold candlefticjji, witli a 
green^ ihade to proteB his eyes from too great 
a glare of light, which co^defcending caro 

0^ 
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lids Jigbt^ the poet regarded as iafiuitely 
more valuable than the gift itfelf. 

His dr^a oiAtbemis procured him from 
his Imperial patronefs the following note, 
wliich will »lw^7^ be au hoaourable mouu- 
inent to literature, 

. Ii^ this opera, and iA th^ ^xtr^^ 
alacrity with which it was writteu, I find 
the great Metaftafio full of all the fire ^4 
force of hi§ extraordinary genius. And it 
pleai^ fne the more* as it aflures me of th^ 
good ft^te of the health of a man wlio has 
no equal, and of whom* I hav^ always re- 
garded the polTeliiQn as one of the happieit 
circumftances of my life. This opera has 
enabled ine ta pafs an hour in the naoft dcfr 
Jightful manner, and I am extremely gratq? 
ful for it.'^ 

Upon another occafion ^tlie rapid produce 
(ion of a C^mplimentq^ ox ihort Ode fbr 
MuliC, tp be performed by Arch-dutcheffcs 
pn a birth-day) the £mprefs Qi^een wrote 
him the following flattering note, in Fre^ioh: 
1^0 prmptituik 4e la furprize m^eji Jau^ 
foftf pJus agrSable^ que je vois mon ancien 
goitre (r) p(^rfa}tif^mt (mftrvft ^ui fmt A( 

(r) The Empreis Queen had recseiv^d fnta\ Metaftafip 
^r. laft iaftniOions III ^ Italisiii kuiguap.. 
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ghire de notre Jiecle^ & plus encore de ceu^ 
^ qui il s'eji voui. Ma rib Theeese/* 

All his biographers mention the ofFer of 

the digaltv of Count, Eauon, and Coun^ 
Jfellor of the Courtj from the Emperor^ 
Chaiics VI, after he hs^d wnUca Acbille in 
Sciro ; and iiniilar honours by the Emprefs 
Queen, of which he declined the accept- 
ance. 

He feemsy fyitcmatically, to have de- 
clined all honorary diftinflions which might 
excite envy> detraction, and obloquy, in his 
peers, and fill liis own mind with humi- 
liating thoqghts and mortifying reflections. 
When the coronation of the Improvtfatrice^ 
Gorilla, was in meditation at Rome, the 
Emprcls Queen, juftly liippofiug that the 
honour of the laurel crown, which Petrarca 
liad not difdained to accept, could only ber 
long to Metaftafio, lent Baron Hagen to de- 
fire the Poet to accept of it ; but he, with 
equal firmnefs and humility, declined the 
9ffer. 

Before we proceed to Ipeak of his nume- 
rous productions^ it may be neceflary to ob- 
ferve, that the French, ever afpiring at 
vnivex&l empire, not only in territorial do* 
^lioui but artSf fcieaces,^ li(era^ui'e.t and 
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every (pecies of ingenuity, deny Metaftafio 

all claiiu to invention, an4 clafs him only 
Hmong imitators of the tragic poets of 
France. He certainly did not invent the 
ilories and names of his heroes and he« 
roines, which are generally the moA grand 
and illiiftrious of ancient hiftory, and fuch 
^ had not only been previoully treated by 
writers of other countries, but of his own j 
but has he ftoleu or imitated the thoughts 
and condudl of his predcceflor^ ? Has he, 
like Quinault, confined himfelf to ancient 
mythology for his lubjeds, or always to the 
lame heroes, or chofen the fame virtues and 
vices to dilplay^ as Corneille and Racine i 
Even the names of many of his pieces aye 
not to be found in the works of thefe tr£ige-» 
dians. Why then deny him the merit of 
invention^ in treating fubjedis that have 
never beci^ brought on the French ftage ; in 
delineating fuch chara6lers, painting fuch 
(ituations, and colouring paiiions with luch 
lieWy iublime, and touching fentiments, as 
^e not to be fpund in the dramas of any 
other writer, ancient or modern i Then let 
it be remembered, in writing for modern 
mufic, how circumfcribed and limited he 
jnuft have jpeen ia the length, meafores, and 
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didion of his dramas ; ia drawing to a kind 
of epigrammatic focus the buiinefs and fen-? 
timents of a whole fcene^ in the Air by 
winch it is terminated, and to which it is a, 
kind of epilogue. Who is able to read the 
melodramas of his predecefTors, in Italy, or 
clfewhcre ? But, though fo truly lyric, and 
happily iunpUhed and poliihed for mufical 
cxpreffion, there are few tragedies written 
for declamation in any other language which 
pleafe and intereft more in the perufaU 
without mufic, than the Operas of Meta* 
fiaiio. And yet he is denied the merit of 
originality f His fimpHcity, elegance, grace, 
propriety, and even morahty, are original 
on the Jlagc. 

Thus far we have only confi^cred M^ta- 
ftafio as a dramatic writer ; but he would 
have merited a very diftinguiihed place 
among the lyric and mifcellaneous po^ts of 
his country, if he had only produced 
tatas^ Canzonets^ and fugitive pieces, fuch as^ 
La Liierti^ La Pantenza^ La Prinupoera^ 
which, perhaps, have never been equaUed 
in his own or any other modern language.. 

As th^ fe^cntaiy, and ufually, untforoXft 
life of man of letters, feldom ai^ds. 
a greater variety q£ incident thaa thatof a 
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Monk, the' chronology, plaot and recep* 
tioi^ of their moil iutereAiiig produ6tions, 
arc, perhaps, the moft ufefiil materials which 
their bi9grapher$ can boaft. We have theie 
refources ftill in ftore ; and thcfc Memoirs, 
which, with little dedudiion, may be faid, 
ftpcn the great portion of each volume which 
is occupied by the poet*s own letters, to be 
written by Himfelf, fhall be terminated with 
ai| ample lift of his writings, claffed under 
different heads, beginning with hisJDj^raSp 
|hc great pillars of his &me. 

Metallaiio, in one of his letters to a friend^ 
who tried to pexiiiade him to continue to 
write, tells his correfpondent, that, After 
having treated almoft all the modifications 
of the humaa heart, the intenfe application 
uecelT^ry for the invention and texture of a 
dramatic compofition, became to him an 
exceeding hard labour (x)." In the follow- 
ing catalogue of his dramatic works, will be 
indicated the mora/ obje& which the poet hsA 
chiefly in view, while he was writing each 
piece ; in which he has not only, adminifter- 
cd cathartics to the irregular paffions, ac- 
cording to Ariftotle^ but anodynes to virtue. 

(i) See Vol. U. l^t VUt te &\venQ Mattei, p. 393. 

A CHRP- 



Digitized by Google 



( 3i6 ) 



A 

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST 

OF 

^lETASTAJilO'S SECULAR DRAMAS, OR 

OPERAS, 

fPECIFYIKG THE TIME, AND PLACE, WHERE THEY 
WERE FIRST PERFOI^MED, BY WHOM SET MUSICj 
AKD TH£ MORAL OBJECT OF EACH. 



I, D|DON£ Abbakdonata, was writtea <ui4 
firft reprcfentcd at Naples, 1724. Set to 
jnulic by Sarrc, The dire, effefts of the in- 
confiderate paffion of icve, and the con(e-< 
qucnt rage oi dij'appoinitueiit and dcj^air^ arc 
difplayed in this drama. 

XI, StROE. Fi'rft performed at Venice, 1726^ 
Set by Leonardo Vinci^ A parent's blind par^ 
' tiality for one unworthy fon, and ill-treat-^ 
ment uf another, whofe Jilial duty and ^ 
fe&ktt are proof againit difgrace and fufier« 
ing, are the vice and virtue chiefly difplayed 
in this opera. 

III. C^TONE IN Utica. Rome, 17^8. Se^ 
, by Vinci, In this piece, no one need be told 
that its hero's love for his country, and the^ 
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jfreedom of its inhabitantSi are paintefd under 
the well-known virtue of Cato, called Pa* 

triotifm. 

iv. Ezio, or iETXus. Set by Pcrpora for Rome» 
1729. Valour and Fidelity to the hero's fo- 
vereign, in fpite of ill*treatment» are the 
principal virtues of the Protagoniftes in this 
dram^* 

V. S&MIR AMIDE RlCONOSCtUtA, 17^9- Set 

by Forporuy for Rome. In this drama Vice ts 
dete&ed^ but QOt punifhed ; and- lio extraor- 
dinary efforts of virtue have been exerted by 
the fuccefsful chara£lers. However, it 16 al- 
lowed by thefevereft critics, that the beauties 
of the poetry are fufficient to compenfate 
for the defers of the fable ; and that any 
one, except Metallafio, who has ever written 
for the lyric ftage, would be glad to have 
been its author. 
Yi. Alessandro kell* Indie, 1730. Set by 
Vinci for the Roman theatre. The magnani* 
mous Gemrqfity and Clemency of Alexander the 
Great, are the moft prominent virtues in 
this drama ; which, though it has ever been 
ft favourite of the public, is not allowed by 
Italian critics to rank with the author's pro- 
du61ions of the highell clafs. The wordb of 
the fongs, however, are in fuch favour with 
Itahau compofers, that they have them by 
htart, and .frequently choofe one of them^ 
Occafionally, for a detached air, to difplay 

the 
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the abilities of a concert fmger, without any 
dramatic conne£lion. 

irii. Artaserse. Set fur Rome by Vinci, and 
for Venice by Hi^e, ^73^* The principal 
virtues inculcated in this celebrated drasna, 
are the /AW duly and affeilion of Arbaces. 

¥iil. Adriano in Siria. The triumph of the 
Emperor Adrian, ever the pajjion af love, is the 
moral leiTon of this drama, the firft which 
the author produced at \ ienna, for bis Im- 
perial patron, the Emperor Charles VL 
1 73 1 . It was fet by CaUara^ of Venice. 

ix. IssiPiLE. Vienna, 1732. Set by G«//. Th<# 
virtue that is chiefly difplayed in this affed- 
ing drama, is Jilial affeilion: the heroine 
rifking her own life, and that of her fover, 
to preferve bcr f'ather. 

jc. Demetrio. Firil peiformed at the Impe- 
rial theatre in Vienna, 1 732, to the mufic of 
Cddara. The moral inculcated is the Jacn^c 
of kve to duty* 

Xi. Olimpiade. StXhy Gaidar a for the Impe- 
rial court, 1733. The fubjefl of the fabte 
turns upon a nioH: heroic Jacrifice to frwidjtnf 
mi gratifude. The fongs, in general, of this 
admirable drama, afe among the moft poeti- 
cal and happy of Metailalio s lyric compo-' 
fitions. 

XII. DEyiOFooNTE. Firft performed at Vienna, 
1733* to the mufic of Caidara. In this mod 

iuterefting and alfeclin^ drama, which, for 

the 
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the fublimity of the thoughts, the energy and 
Ibrce of expreifion, and the grace and ele* 
gance of the language, may be regarded as 
the moft perfe£t of Metdftafio's pr6du3ions» 
marital a^eu^lon is proof again It ilic iuoil hu- 
miliating difgrace and terrific danger. 

iki. La Clemenza ui Tito. Clementy^ the 
fubje^ of this drama, was rooted in the 
hedit of Metaftafio; and the lukuriance 
witli which it fprung up and flouriflied, was 
never more manifeil:, than in the benipntf 
^ith Tfhich he has embellifhed the charafler 
of Titus, and eftabiilhed bis right to the 
title of ddtci^e bumofii generis. This admira- 
ble leflfon for his Imperial patron, was firft 
performed at the court theatre in Vienna^ 
1734, to the muficof Caldara. 

ziv. AcHiLLE IN Sc^Ro. Written at Vienna in 
1736, for the marriage of the Arch-dutehefs 
Maria Therefa with the Duke of Lorrain, 
and fet by CaUara. The conquej! of glory over 
love is the principal moral bafis of the piece* 
The chara£ter of the young Achilles in this 
drama is the Hercules infans ftrangliiig the 
ferpents in the cradle. It has been faid by 
an Italian critic (/), that if Metaftafio had 
written no other drama than this, it would 
have placed him in the high rank which he 
fo delervedly attained. 

{f) Tlie Abate Colomei. 

XV. CiRO 
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kV. CiRo RicoNosciUTo/ Vienna, ^73^* 
hf Antonto CaUmra. In this drama, a fond 

and dijirejfed mother is. the moft intereft- 
ing agent in almoft every fcene: where 
(he is hj turns anxious, terrified, enraged, 
and enraptured. The fubjccl of this piece^ 
is manifeftly the fame as the Merope of 
MaiSei, Voltaire, Aaron Hill, and the tragic 
writers of all ages and countries, from the 
time of Euripides, 
jivi. Th£Mistocl£s. Written for the court of 
Vienna, 1736, (et by CaUara. This opera 
abounds with more nobJe fcntimcnts, moral 
maxims, and patriotic eiiufions, than any 
one of Metailafio*s works. There is not, 
perhaps, in th^ annals of mankind, a more f6<* 
fpcctable and intereftin<^ character than that 
o/^Tu£Mi$TOCLss. And this drama, oi which 
he 18 the Protagoniftes, ha$ been lately pro-' 
nounced in Italy («) worthy of the beft age 
of Athefis, the happy, blit ungrateful mo^ 

ther of this hero, 
xvii. ZfiNOBiA, Vienna, 1740. Set by Pre- 
Jieri, This is rlinked among Metaftaiio*^ 
beft dramatic produ£lions. In Zenobia's 
cliara£ter, to the virtue of filial dedmce^ iB 
added aa extraordinary portion of £Ofyu- 

(«} OffirvMu^m di vm) Merati fy^d i drsmH MJkt^ 
Mnapafa, Tome II. p. 193. In Nizza, 1785. 

2 . gal 



Digitized by Go 



( ) 

' gd fidelity to a huiband whom her fa- ' 
ther's iituation. and entreaties obliged her 
to marry, though long pailiouately attached 
to a fond and worthy lover of her own 
and her parent's choice 

xyni. Attilio Rjioulo* Written 1740, for 
Vienna> but not performed till 1750; when 
it was firft fet by Uaffe^ for the court of 
Drefden* It was an enterprize of great 
difficulty to fupport the charaQer of fa- 
irktifm in three different dramas, without 
monotony of fentiments, or deficiency of 
interell in the plot or perfonagcs. But the 
poet has fo contrived to difference thefe 
patriots, as to avoid copying himfclf. The 
charafter of Cato is fevere and inflexible; 
of TbemiftocleSf grand, tender, and rcfolute ^ 
and ot Regidusy magnanimous^ rigid, juft 
and almoft divine. 

%ix. Antigono. Written for the court of 
Drefden, and fet by 1744- The focial 
virtues o{ parental generofity^fiiud duty^ affeoliOH^ 
and oiiJience, friend/hip, and fidelity, are all 
in a£lion, and put to the ted in this drama. 

JLX. Ip£&mestra. Vienna, 1744. Set by Hqfe. 
Conjugal affeSHoH is here manifefted, at the 
imminent xi(k of life, by the heroine of the 
drama. 

XXI. Il RE Pastorf. Vienna, 1751. Written 
for ladies of the Imperial Courts by whom 

vol,, iiu y it 
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it was firft performed to the compofitipns of 
Signer Bomo^ Humilily^ moakraium, and ccn^ 
tentmenty are- beautifully illuftrated, and ren- 
dered defirable, in the icnuments of the 
Shepherd King. When it is remembered 
that this dr^ma was written exprefsly for 
great perfonages to perform in the pre^ 
fence of their Imperial Majefties, inverted 
with abfoiute power, the bold and vigorous 
fentiments on the duty of fovereigns» which 
the Foet ventured to put into the mouth of 
one of the chara£ters, do equal honour to his 
Imperial patrons, who could liften to them 
with plcafurc^ and to the Laureat who had 
the courage to preach fuQh ^oQirine in a ' 
court. I 
XX 1 1* L'Eroe CiNj&sE, Reprefented for the 
firft time by perfous of diillnclion in the 
Imperial garden at Schonbrunn, 1752, to 
the mufic of Btmno. The heroic loyalty and 
ftddiiy oi the principal perfgnage in the 
piece, are fuch as muft appear unnatural 
and cxceflive to liuropeans unacquainted 
with the Chinefe veneration for their prtoce^ 
and fethers of faniih'es. 
^xiii. NixrETJ, Written for the Court of 
Madrid, 1756. Set by Confortu The hero- 
ifm in this drama is wholly female. The 
charafler of Beroe is the triumph of Virtue, 
exhibiting an admirable example of ^ene- 

rolitjf 
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refky and fortitude in a female ^that is at 
once young, beautiful, full of fenfibility, and 
in love ! Though this is not one o£ MjSc 
taftafio's beft compofitions, yet the delicacy 
of fentiment and cxjircilion of fome of the 
fongs, frequently equ^l tbofe of bi^s moil 
celebrated produfiions. . 

XXIV. Il trionfo di Clelta. Vienna, 1762. 
^ Set hy Hajpf. Pairiotit mtbufiaftn h the pro* 

niinent feature in the opera of Clelia : a 
heroine neither coarfe nor mafculine. There 
arc not, indeed, in this drama, tliofc tender 
and touching itrokes^ thofe fentimental and 
elegant airs, and happy fimiles, vehich oc" 
cur in moft of his other theatrical pieces; 
but> if we recoiled the Roman eofium at the 
early periods of conqueft, we fliall find la 
firoce virtu repuUUame admirably painted. 

XXV. RoMoco BD Ersilia- Written at Vienna, 
1765, for the marriage of the Arch-duke 
Leopold, and f^t by Hajffe. This drama, 
which has never been popular, is, however, 
not without infinite merit iti its fimplicity 
of plot and delicacy of fentiment. The- hero 
determines to wave the exercife^ of power, 
in hopes of obtaining by affedion what he 
could cpiiiniaud as a conqueror; the herome 
is ready to facriiice every inclination and 
Jiope pf felicity, rather than rebel againft 
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uiU of bir JaibcTy and ike rigid laws of her 

XXVI. Il RUGGIEROy 0VV£RO l'EroICO GRA* 

TiTiTDfVi. Written at Vienna, for the nup- 
tials of the Arch-duke Ferdinand with the 
Princefs of Modena ; and firft performed at 
Milan, 1771, to nnufic compofed by Hajfe. 
, This was the laft production of the great 
Poet, and excellent Mufician; who had 
both exceeded their 70th year. The biroic 
p'atitude of RMggiero towards a. rival to his 
fame and love, who had generouily fa\'ed 
his life and refcued him from prifon» is the 
charaderiftic virtue of this drama. Stiper- 
iiciai young critics have pretended to dif- 
cover the coldnefs and fterility of old age in 
the words and muiic of tliis opera; but 
however inferior to the more early produc- 
tions of thefe illuikious authors, more intel- 
ligent and candid judges difcovered fcene 
arid lertliments in the poetry, and elegance 
.and propnely in the. muiic, of which, at 
the timd they were produced; none but 
Metaitalio and Haiie couid have been th^ 
wthorsr 
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THE prefcnt Work having been under* 
taken as a kind of fupplement to the Gene^' 
ral Hiftory of Mufic^ it is hoped that the * 
muiicai reader will not be oitended if a few 
reflections are added here concerning each 
elais.of Metafbtfio's poetical produdions for 
tnufic. And firll, of the Opejia, or Secular 
Mufieal Dramay in the ftate to which it was 
brought by our Lyric Poet. 

The moft judicious critics of Italy, where 
the Melodrama is beft underfiood^ after an^- 
lyfing the dramas of this auti^or, and wit^ 
^elSog the failure of his iucce0brs» are of 
jopifticm, that " good taile in theatrical re^ 
prelentations in mulic was bom and died 
with lyletaftaiio/' All the great Tragic 
Poets of Greece preceded the formation of 
the rules of the art by Ariflotle. Rules, -are 
now drawn from the dramatic works of 
Hetafialto, which can never be fulfilled but 
by imitation. ■ A^d a? poetry is .derived 
irom foul and fentiment^ not from line and 
rule^ and genius is an enemy tp reilraint 
and violence, whoever thinks it .^iceflary to 

Y 3 imitate 
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imitate Metaftafio, even with equal gefiius, 
mufi be in trammels. "Ahd yet, if 6e is 
quite right, what can new candidates for 
dramatic fame, in writing ior mulic, do bet- 
ter than to imitate him ? It is impoffible to 
diicover new, eafy, and plealknt roads, in 
a country wliich he has fo oftcii jutcrkdlcj, 
without puriliing, or at lead croffing, fbme 
of his paths. 

Apoftoio Zeno feems to have been the 
Efchylus, and Metaftafio the Sophocles and 
Euripides of the modern Melodrama. What 
preceded and is fublequent to them, appears 
equally td partake of the wildnefs and weak- 
nefs of their predeceiTors. and fucceffors in 
Greece and Italy. 

When any Jjyk of poetry or mufic is 
brought to perfedlion, little is left to be done 
for a long while, but to imitate and vary 
the thoughts and palTages of that ftyle. 
Milton^s epic, Pope's fatirical and epiftolary 
Ayle, in poetry, and Pergolefi*s in mufic, 
fnuft be worn out and nearly forgotten, per- 
haps, before new ftyles can be formed or 
favoured.^ Handel left nothing new to be 
done in 6is ilyle of cdmpofition. Imitations 
are ever timid and fjcblc. What has been 
happily accotoplifhed without rules or mo- 
•* • ' del. 
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del, cannot be achieved with the fame 

cnerg), catliuiiafm, and efFc6l, by a Receipt. 
All great originals, fuch as Homer, Pindar^ 
and Shakfpeare, either preceded, or delpilcd 
rules* 

Novelty is wanting at prefent, both to 
Poetry and Mulic ; but the time, or ai kail 
the daring and inventive genius, is not yet 
arrived for either. The Oratorios of Han- 
del, fublime as are the chorufTes and many 
of the fongs, from having been fo often 
heard, have tired the public ear, and yet no 
other attempts are liilened to wxtli patience. 
It is fo with opera airs and playhoufc fuugs • 
eternal imitation and repetition of what we 
have heard a thoufand and a thouland times, 
renders our mulical theatres a confufed and 
ill-bred converfazione, more than an intereft- 
ing performance of poetry and mufic [x). ^ 

Signer Saverio Mattei, in his diifertation 
on the Philofopby of Mujic (jk), has made 

{x) Tins compUunt is confined to the generality^ of V9* 

cal Mufic, The new Symphonies of Haydn preclude 
all coaver^tioiii by their never- failing novelty, and the 
inexhauftible fertility of his invention* Almoft all other 

mulic is little more than a Cknto^ which can never grapple 
with attentim* 

(v) Salmi, Tomo V.. • 

Y 4 many 
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.maay juft refle£lioiis on the decleufioii of 
the mufical drama in Italy, which are not 
totally inapplicable eliewiiere. He fays, that 
every {pccies of voice, from the ambition 
of foariag with the lark, and mounting to 
fublimity, has lofl true q^uality and cha- 

r^^ter* The Bafis cries to rival the Tenor, 

the Tenor the Couatcr-tenor, the Counter- 
tenter the Soprano, and the Sapr^ the Fla- 
geolet, or bird'pipe. 

The improvements in muiical inftruments 

and inilrumental compofition have been the 
rain of vocal mufic. Inftruments, for want 
i>£ vocal exp^ellion, multiply notes and 

long divifions. But it degrades a finger to 
run race$ with haut^is, flutes, and fid- 
dles. I>2t iuftrumcntal performers fliew 
their power of hand, and the geni^ys of their 
feveral iiiftriiments ; but let not the human 
voice quit the fentiments and expreilions of 
humanity, and the paifioius that belong to 
its nature : let inftruments imitate birds and 
beafts ; but let liot tlie huina^i voice imitate 
th^ tricks and tones of inftruments, to 
which it (liouid I'erve as a model : let its in- 
fl?clioiis be j.-urely ^'ocal^ and liich as will 
pleafe, not difgracc, humanity* 

Another obfervatiun of Sigaor M^ttei, 
3 ieems 
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iccms natui'ally to nccoont for the rapid dc* 
cUae of the Opcra^ as iar as concerns Poetry 
and Mufic ^ At prefent,** {ays this judi* 
ciou$ CritiCy the enooiuments of the pria* 

cipal perfbus employed in a muiical diama 
are fettled in a dired contrary ratio to 
what they ought to be* At Naples, the 
manager of the Opera afiigns to the firft 
Dancer aooo iequins ; to the hrii Singer 
looo ; to the Compofer 200 ; and to the 
Poet 50; whereas the whole arrangement 
fliould be reverlcd : the highefi: iiilary (hould 
be given to the Poet ; the iecond to the Coni'* 
pofcr ; the thud to the Singer ; and the 
fourth to the Dancer/* And perhaps, if 
theie ial^ries were lettledy like an EngUfli 
county eledUon, by public fufFrage, this 
would be the general opinion. As it is, 
fa)5 Signer Mattei, Opera talents arc 
proportioned to the pay : the dancer is bet^* - 
ter than the finger, the performance of the 
finger better than the intriniic merit of the 
fcore or compofition, and the woril of all is 
the poetry, ftolen from Metaftafio, and to- 
tally fpoiled by the poetaftcr, who botches it 
together." From this flate of things it 
m\ift appear in vaia to hope for a good 
Opera, or a reform in the eftablilhed lyftem. 

Subjeds ' 
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Subjeds of dignity^ heroidni and great 
paflions, are ruined in the Italian Opera, by 
the kind of voice which ever elaims the 
principal part. If, then, the Ajie oi iinging 
were a little limpliiied, and fcleft Tenor 
voices, highly cultivated, were aiiigned the 
principal parts, the poetry would have its 
effed, as well as the mufic ; and Cato, 7 ie^- 
mijioclesy and Regulus, would appear with 
dignity and propriety, though they fpoke in 
fong (5;). If the exquilite voices and refine- 
ments in iinging of the Evirati cannot be 
diljpenied with, let them be employed in 
female parts, as is conftantiy the caie at 
Rome, and as, in our. Shaklpeare's time, 
was the cafe with all the female parts on 
our Aage, which were performed by boys. 

Italy, ever fertile in genius, cannot be in 

want of men of abilities equal to the difficult 

talk of finding out a new path in an art 
thought to be already brought to perfe^on* 
The prelent lyftem of giving the pruici- 
pal man's part to a Soprano voice, muft con- 
fine the Poet to love, tendernefs, and effemi- 

(z) There can be no doubt but diat the little fuccels 

suid iiifrt' qucncy of die peiforiuancc of thefc heroic iiraiTias, 
were occafioned by the principal part being written for 
a Tenor voice* 

2 nate 
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nate charaders and paliioiis. At prefeat^ tht 
Italians condcfceiid to imitate the noiic, 
machiuery, and Ba/e^s analogues of France ; 
and thcle often lupply the place of good 
poetry as. well as muiic. A SpeSiacie^ how- 
ever fplcudid, muft fatigue the eye, if the 
jtnlad has nothing to do. 

It feems neceffary here to take fome no- 
lic^* of the mutual complaints of Metaftaiio 
himfelf, and his learned friend Mattei, of 
iibe negled of Poetry and abufe of Execu** 
tion on the Opera Stage. * * 

It- is natural and juft that poets fhould 
•wifh to fimplify Dramatic Mufic. But per- 
haps it would not be for the iutcreft, even 
of the words, to Arip it of all ornaments and 
. opportunities of difplaying a fine voice and 
(uperior vocal abiUties. Some latitude may 
furcly be given to the compofer and per- 
former in the airs, when it is confidered that 
the whole bufuieis of the Drama, in carry- 
ing on the plot and developing charac- 
ters in Metallalio's Operas, is tranfa(^ted in 
the Recitatives^ and that the airs are merely 
recapitulations of each fcene, and illuftra- 
tions of the piiacipal incident or aJicctloa 
on which it is founded. I would willingly 
facrifice alUuperfluous ornaments and fcience 

in 
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in the compoTition of Mufical Dramas^ out 

of rcipcd to the Poetry ; but I cannot join, 
in the contempt which lyric poets put upon 
jnftnimental mulic in general. Good fing- 
ing is infinitely more uncommon than good 
playing ; and though the mod pleaiing 
power an inftrument can pofleis, is that of 
imitating the voice, yet both ftringed and 
wind inftrumcnts of the firft claft have their 
peculiar qualities both of expreifion and e2fie« 
cution. The proLlu(^tioiis oi Corelli, Gcmi- 
niani, HandeU and Tartini, for violins, long 
gave lovers of mufic infinite delight, when 
well executed, without the afiiftance of the , 
voice ; and fiiice their reign, the produSioes 
of Stamitz, Bach, Abel, Boccherini, Haydn, 
Vanhal, Pieyel, &c, have lb much merit of 
compofition, and effeft in perfoniiaiice, that 
they not only make us forget our cares, but 
uli the enchantments of vocal mufic. 

^ 

SACRED DRAMAS, . 

OR, 

ORATORIOS. 

u La pAssroNE di Giesu Cristo. Written 

in 1730, Lit Rome, by order of the Emperor • 
Charles VI, Set by Caldara^ and performed 

ia 
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in the Impeiial Chapel at Vienna, in PajEon- 
week. 

II. Samt' Elska al Calvarto- Written at 
Vienna for PalGon-week, and fet by CaUars 
for the Imperial Chapel, 173 r# 

III. I A Moi<T£ d'Abel. For the fame place 
and occaiion, 1732. Set hy Suiter. 

IV. Gius^pPt. RIC0NO5CIUT0. Set by Porfile, 
for ditto, 1733. 

V. BeTULIA LIBERATA. I734. ^«f//^, for dlttO. 

VI. GioAs RE Di GiuDA. 1 735* Ditto. 

VXI. ISACCO riGURA PSL RfDENTdRS. 174a 

Ditto. 

Befides the above feven Oratorios for the 

Imperial Chapel, lie wrote a Sacred Drama, 

Per la Pbstivat'a del Santo Natai:b» 
at Rome, in 1 727, for Cardinal Ottoboni {a)^ 
which was iet by Giovanni Cojianza^ and 
performed in a theatre, with fcenes, and in 

Calfabigi (in the Preface to the Paris Edi- 
tion of Metaftafio*8 Works, 1 7 5 5 ) in Ipeak- 
ing ot theie Oratorios, iays, that Metafla* 

{a) It is laid, by fome of Metaiiafio's biographers, 
that Carditud Outhoni was his god-fitther, and that the 
Poet receired the name of Bittr^ in honour of this iUu- 

ftrious fponroi. 

I 

(b) In the Nice edition of theie Oratorios, all the teatts 
i»f $$riptiire arp indicated in Ae notts« 
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fio, by adapting hi& beautiful poetry to iacred 
ftory, under the moft leverc laws of the 
Drama, has produced Tragedies as perfect as 
this kind of conipohtion will allow." And 
Saverio Mattei, who is of the fame opinion, 
and leems auxiuufly to wifli for a theatre at 
l^aples wholly appropriated to ^acred Dn^- 
masy during i^ent, fays, that ** the Greeks 
went to a play as to a fpiritml exercife^ or as 
we go to a iermqn/' Ai;d it is w^ll known 
from Livy's account, that the Romans, in 
limes of public calamity, flew to the theatre; 
and that tiic full: introdufllon of Drama* 
with Mullc was occafioncd by the plague* 

Mattel wifhcs the nuific of oratoriuji to be 
grave, learned, and fublinie. Young mu- 
ficiaus (fays he) are merely taught counter- 
point ; which is no more than concordance in 
graminar ; but they know nothing of the 
philofophical or poetical part of inufic* llieir 
wliijk knowledge is mechanical, and they 
arc never out of the grammar. As to dif* 
fcrent flyles of compolition, they are iel4Qm 
allowed to ftud) any but that of their mafter. 
The vocal ftyles of Vinci, Pergolefi, Haffe, 
Jomelli, Cafaro, and Piccini, are all dilTer-; 
Wt, yet all good," 
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In cftabliihing a facred tragic theatre^ 
Mattel not only wiihes the inimitable orato- 
rios of Mctaftallo to be new fet by the 
greateft mafters^ without humouring the 
caprice of lucii fingers as are only capable 
of finging in one ftyle, or of executmg a 
particular pafTage or trjck, which mull: necef- 
farily be introduced in every fong they fing ; 
but, above all, to have the poetry reipe^ed, 
and the precepts of' Joajh^ "J^fip^t "J^i^b^ 
&c* heard with reverence. His plan extends 
to the w orks of the mod iolid and iciCiitific 

compofers of the laft age ; fuch as Leo, 
Hafle, and JomelH, which he would have 
revived, and performed without changing a 
iyllable or a note {c). 

Befides his regular oratorios, in two parts, 
Metaftaiio wrote feveral lacred poems^ 
which breathe great fervour of devotion (^). 

(<) It docs not appear that Slgnor iVLiUci willies u> 
have facred dramas performed in aU 'ion ; that would be a 
revival of MjifterUs and Moralities. Oratorios have long 
been performed in feveral churches at Rome every Sim- 

da-y evening, in the ftill manner of H andel's Oratuilas 
in England, but to a light and feeble mulic» and executed 
by an inferior band. . ^ 

(d) Metaftaiio was very firm ni his religious faith, and 
difcouiaged fceptical and light difcttfii(>nft of (acred Tub- 
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Ode Sopra il santissimo Natale ^ or> Ode 
for the birth of Chrift. 

Paraphrase on the MiiirvERH, or Fifty-firft 
Pfalm. 

Htmn to Saint Julian. 

• 

This laft was written about the year 1 751, 

for the Italian chapel at Vienna, where it 
ftffl continues to be fung. In a letter to his 
brother Lieopold, about this time, he ex- 
preffes his ovVn pious rapture at the unex- 
pe£led commiflion which Pope Bencdi£l Xi V 
had given him to inform the poet of his 
Holinefs's paternal and benevolent remem* 
brance. And, findnig that the fervUs Jer^ 
ifmim was much pleafed with his hymn to 
St» Julian, he iays, It is hardly to be ixna« 
gined what pleafure the people of Roman 
catholic fiates in Germany, have in fucb 
fpiritual fongs, when allowed to fing tliem 
in their own language ; or the raptures which 
pious fentiments, clothed in majeftic har- 
mony, excite* But it is not an enterprife 
for every oue to attempt. With the alEil^ 
ance of JomdlU and better health, I ihould 

]t£kii teUing his friends^ that, for the peace of hit 

confcience, he found religious myftcries more cafy to 
believe than to i iivcAigatc, * * 
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be tempted to venture in this iea; but 
thefe are only pia defideraia (c).'* 



OCCASIONAL DRAMAS 

fOft 

MUSIC AND THEATRIC REPRBSBKTATIOl^y 
OF ONE AND TWO ACTS ONLY. 

J^A Galatea, Endimione, Anoslicas Sere-^ 
natas, written at Naples between the year 
J 72 1 and 1723, and fet by Porpora. Thefe 
were never meant for a£tion> but to be per^ 
formed in ftill life, lil^e our oratorios. 

Oli Orti Esp^redi, written for Emprefs 
Elizabeth's birth-day, 17^1. 

]^lsoLA DisABiTATA, Written in 1752, for the 
poifrt of Spain, fet by Beimo^ ' 



FESXe TEATRALE, 

OK 

FESTAL DRAMAS FOR MUSIC. 

I^aContbsa D^'NuMi; or, ContentloQ of the 

Gods^ iT^ritfen at Rome, ^1%%% and fet by 

[c) His brother poet, our coimtrymaii, MafoD, like« 
vrife writes dirine hymns^ and wswx^igA metricil pfid* 
{Bedy in our pariih churches. 
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ybui, for Cardinal Pxdignac, in celebration 

of the birth of the Dauphin, father of i-row 
XVI. 

IlTempiodbll'Etesnita, written atVienna^ 

for the birth-day of the Emprefs Elizabeth, 

JL'AsiLo d*Amor^, written at Vienna* 1732, 
and fet by QaiJara; afterwards au^mentfidi 

1763, and new fet by Gafman. 

LB'GaAziB v£NDicAT£, ^vDefence of the 
Graces/* written at Vienna, for the perfomio 

ance ^f the two Arcb-dutchcii^s> Mar|a 
Tmbsa, and Marianna, with a Lady of 

the Imperial -court, on the Eniprefs iilizabeth's 
birth-day, 1735. S^x\iy Csldara. * 

II Sogno di ScipiONE. " Scipio's DreaiD,'* 
written for the birth-day of the ^mperor 
Chnrles VI, 1735- ^cihy Pi'cdieri. 

Ix. Falladio couservato. Set by Rmiter^ 
1735. Performed by two Arch-dutcheffe$ 

and another Lady. 

Xuh CxN£si. Writtep . firft for three Ladies 

only, at the Imperial court, 1735, and fet by 

Reutter, But afterwards, with an additionaj 

charadler, k was performed by profefled fin* 

gers, at the Prince of Saxon-Hilburghaufen'Si 

in the prefence of their Imperial majdtiesj 

Francis I^ and Maria Thercla, 1752. 

)i. FAaNASo A(;cu<ATQ, 9 DIF&SO. Set by i^i^-t 

itr. Vienna, 1738. 
La Face fra la Virtu, s la Bsllezza. I^or 

the 
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tlie biTtlMlay,of the Arch-dutcht^fs Maria 
Xha&sm, 173^. Set hy 



in this liu]e dmihst^ Vevcts's £logs od Beauty* 

is admirable. 



'Luci divina^ 



M-aggiQ del Qe'o c la Bc/uzziiy i rtJide 

CehjU ancbe gli oggctti in €ui riJpUnd^ ^ 

Ognl bajjo vapor, ^^Jia a' mortali * - ^ 

Bilk pemfk vita . \ 

^eftt in me%%o agU affanni \ ' 

Gtinfelki alUgra: in mezzo all*ire ' '- 

J^^a fkcM i tirenm : i ienti J^nnap^ 
J fugaci incateMy 
Jinima t vili^ i temerarj affrtna \ 
£ del fm doke irr^erOf 

(3n (iikm fmbue 0fi ft Jli9Af . - 

Sente ognum il foter^ ne£k^ VinUndg^ 



The Uf^t diriQC of beauty's heav'aly ray ^ 
Gives power celeftial whcrefoe'er it dunes ; 

The fluggiih foul it renders light ami gay, 
As vapours grofs the fun to mouut indioes* 

The ilk of life k tempers, dears iti gloofiiy 
And pays the kbovr pf the har^efl toil j 

Affli<^ion cheers in fate's fevercfl doom, 
Add fooths the horrors oi (kieat and fpoii* 

z 2 The 
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Tbc fiiflirocft tymil*f rage it ibcm can cjucfl^ 

Can fpur the flow, and chain the fugitive ; 
Can animate the dull, the rafh repel^ 
And joy ineflEible to all can give. 

AsTREA Placata. For the Emprefs's birth*day, 

1739. Set by Fredieri. 
\h NATAL Di GiovB* For thc Emperor's birth* 

day, 1740. Set by Bormo, 
L'Amor p&igionjb&o. Vienna^ Set 

by Reutter. 

Il vs&o Omaggio. Set by BomOy 1743. 
AuGiTEio DI FBLiciTA* A Cantata* Set by 

R0uner^ and performed by three Arch-dutch- 
efles, 1749* 

La RispETTosA TLN'EREzzA, For thc perform- 
ance of three Arch-dutcheiles^ on the £m- 
prefs queen's birth-day, 1 750. Set by ReiUfir. 

Tributo di rispetto e d'amore. Performed 
by three Arch-dutchefies» on the Emperor'^ 
birth-day. Set to mufic by Reutter. 

La Gara* Performed by an Arch-dutchefs, 
and two Ladies of the Imperial court, on the 
birth of the Arch-dutchefs Maria Ahtoiyia, 
afterwards queen of France, 1755- Set by 
Rmtter. 

\u SoGsro. Performed by die Arch-dutphefs 
Marianna, and two Ladies, 1756. Set by 

La 



/ 
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La Ritrosia disarm at a, Peevifhnefs dif- 
armed. Written for the court of Spain^ 

1759- 

Alcid£ al bivio. Written for the nuptials o£. 

the Arch-duke Jofeph, 1760, and fct to 

mufic by Haffi. 
L*Ap£» or the Bee* Written for die court of 

■ Spain, 1760. 

L'Atbnaidb, ovvbro afpbtti gsnshosx* 

Written for the performance of five Arch- 
dutchefles. Set by Borne, i*](iz. 

EoEitiA. Set by Ite^^ for the coronation of 

. Jofeph II,. king of the Romans, 1764. 

Il Parnaso compuso. Set by Gluck, and per* 
formed by four Arch-dutchelTcs, at the fecond 
nuptials of Jofeph 11^ ,1765. 

La CoiCona, a drama of one ad, for the per* 

^ formance of four Arch-dutchefies, Set by 
Ghick, 1765. 

La pace fra le tre Dee, a fcftal entertain- 
ment, written for the court of Spain, z 765. 

Partenope ditto, written at Vienna, for the 
marriage of Ferdinand IV, king of the 
two Sicilies, with the Arch-dutchefs Marxa 
JosBPHiNA, 1767. Set by Hafe. 



4 k 

In thefo compofitions, . however Ihort^ we 

sdways {mi vivacity in the adioa and dia- 

,Z 3 logue^ 
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loguc, grandeur and truth of charaSer, ^ 
happy delineatioii of the affe&ionsy dear' 
neis,^ fpirit, a melodious arrangement of the 
words and phrafes,' force in the recitatives^ 
and elegance in the airs; th^; oioft ibund 
philofophy in the fentUnents, and fancy ami 
good tafte ia the decorations and machmecy. 
So that it is raaiiLfeft, thut it was the poet'S: 
wiifl;^ at once to feed tb» ioaagiiia.tioi;i^ deligibt 
the car, enlighten the ^underftauiding,. aiid 
move the heart. ' 

Thcfe feftai pieces, though too Ihojrt for 
cpeiias, or a whole nighty's entertainment, 
may be compared to the French femes 
pikesy or our fliort dramas (not farces) of 
one, two, ot three a&s. 

It hasbecn oblervcd by au Italian critic {d)y 
that» In. thefe fhoi;t pieces*, the poet ha» 
frequei^tly ueatcd of feripus and philolophi- 
cal nuittersi too profound and^ complicatoft 
for a .mixt audiencjg in a pubiUc thfiditre ; 
fuch as tibe* iinmoftality* of th& foul, har- 
mony of the ipheres, or of creation ; but in 
all, we find the pureft principles of virtue 
and morahty given tq the interlocutors^ whe^ 

were* 
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Weee gcneraU/ Arcli<-duk^ Arch« 

Court poems^ birth-day odes, &c« ufed: 
to be compufed of fuch childifb mythoiogy, 
ani naofeous flaltery^ aa na mto of good 
taile iknd found judgment would even deign 
to read ; but thefe fefial con^fitkms 
Metafta£o are fucb^ as not only the lovers of - 
poetry, but moral philofophers^ will read 
with eqjoal ^eakixe- 



, CANTATAS. 

The &i& cantatas which our author &emt 
to have written, were twelve; whieh he 
produced exprefsly for Porpora, before hd 
left Italy. Saverio Mattei avers that he 
has found a copy of theie cantatas at Naples^ 
with the mufic, in the hand writing of Por- 
pora, who calls them twelve Cantate delF 
jdbate Metajlafio. In 1735, while this com- 
pofer was in England, he publiihed his 
mufic to thefe cantatas, in 4to, and dedi^ 
cated them to his Royal Highnefe Frederic 
Prince of Wales^ I have a copy of this 
work now before me ; and though time has 
robbed the airs of fome of their prifiine 

z 4 . auvclty 
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novelty and grace^ the recitatives are ftill 
admirable. Indeed, the Italian recitative, 
which received its laft forms and polifli 
chiefly from the elder Scarlatti (Alef- 
iandro) and Poepoea, ieems as fixed and 
permanent as a dead language ; and^ while 
melody is as fluctuating as the- waves of the 
fea, recitative feems in iiabiiity to refemblc 
terra fir7na. 

The poetry of fome of thefe cantatas was 
improved and poliflied by Metaftaiio, and 
publilhed with others, in . editions of ^ his 
works^ whichy. late in life, he fuperintended* 
Seventeen cantatas appear in the laft Paris 
edition, which have been let by Sarti, ^r- 
tellari, and the principal compofers of the 
prelcnt times* 

Befidcs ihefe, there appear in the Uke^ 
edition, two cantatas of a comic cafi ; 

La Cioccolata, 

ED ' 

II Tabacco, 

Suppofed to be written iix his early youth 
with two others, for two voices, in dialogue : 

La Dam^a 

EB 

IL CtCLOPE. 

Aud 
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And the five following (hort pieces, written 
ibr the Imperial Couit^ which are likewife 
ftiled Cantatas : 

I* LaVirtvosa Emitlazione. 1751* Set by 

» 

XI. L'AuRojELAt & L'EsTATE. Sct by jyagen^ 
fiih 1759. 

III. L'Iky£Rno, ovvero La provida Pasto- 
RSLLA. 1760. Stthy WagenJeiL 

IV. Il QlTADRO ANIMATO. I760. IkagSttjtih 

for two voices* 

V. L'ArmonicA. 1769. Set by Hajt: (^j. 



CANZONETTE. 

\ 

4 

Canzonetta, for a dance of rufticSi iet 
by Bonno^ in 1740, for the Arch^dutchefs 
of Auftria, Maria Therela, afterwards » 
Priucels of Lorain^ and other ladies of the 
Imperial Court. , . • 

I. La frimavira. Spring. Written at Rome> 
1719. 

(/) This cantata was written by fovereign cofnmand| 

for Mifs Cecilia Davies, to Jlng at the Imperial Court 
10 the accompaaimfiat of her lidery oa the HarmoaUat 

II. UB^TATK, 
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ft* VEvTArn, orSianmer, 1724* 

fii. La Lsb£Ata» a Nice.^ Written at Vkima, 

IV. Palinodia, a Nice, 1746. 

LaPaetenza. 1 749^1 



SONNETS. . 
Oli^the celebraledmuficalccMnpoferVGAsrAiiiKXy 

at R()::ic, 1 7 19. 

With Twenty-eight morc^ qq various fubjedU^ 
and occafions. ^ 

, Metaftaiio owns, in one of his letters, that 
he does not think his genius happily formed 
for a Sonnetteeri and it does feem, as if he 
'had felt the iLilraiiit and difficulty of its 

conilru^lioiu His fonncts being by no means 
£> iupenor to thofc of otl^er lyric bards^ 
ancient and moSern, as many of his moic 

happy productions. 



COMPLIMENTI. 

Tbeieare fhort poetical felicitations, which 
were fct to muiic by Hafle, Wagenfeil, andL 
Reuttert and performed at Court on bisth^ 
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* 

^ays, by the Arch-dutchefles, before their 
Imperial Majefties* They appear in the 
Nice edition, for the firfl: time^ among the 
pofthumous works of our author, eight in. 
tiumber^ ibme foi one^ aod iome for two 
voices: 



STROFE PER MUSiCA, 

I>A Ci^NTAR&I A CANONE^ 

SHOUT STANZAS TO BS SUNG IN &OUNDS»^ 0« 

CANONS. 

ft 

Theie amount to Thirty-five,, man/ of 
ibem appear in the Italian Collection of 
Catches, Rounds, and Canons^ brougiit to 
England, by Borofini, and publiftied bjr 
Walih, about the year 1 748. Metaftafio- is 
faid to have fct thirty of them himlclf, lu 
three parts, which are iuppofed to be in the 
poffefGon of his executors^ the family of 
Martinet. 



INTERMEZZI. 

' * 

Thefe, tw'o in number, were written by 
#ur author in 1724, to be performed (as waa 

4 then 
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then the fafhion) between the afts of hi4 
DiDOKE AfiBANDONATA. The dialogue is 

carried on .with a confide rablc degree of hu« 
moWf between a fantaftical and capricious 
Prhnadcnna (or firil woman) and an abflird 
Imprejark (or manager) of an opera* 

SIFACE. • 

This is an old mufical drama, of the laft 
century, which was new written by Meta«- 
iiaiio for the ufe of his friend and mufic- 
mallert Porpora, at Venice, where it was 
performed, in 1725. We have an ample 
account of this labour in one of our autbor*s 
letters. 

Thefe are his chief works that were writ- 
ten for mufic* 

Of GiusTiNO, a tragedy, produced at 
fourteen years of age, on the Greek model, 
it has already been faid, that it ^^ as not 
intended for mufic or recitative in the dia^ 
logue, though the choruflcs, which terminate 
each a£l, require mealured melody. The 
refemblance obfervcd (Vol. L p. 7) be- 
tween an incident in this tragedy, and 
Shakfpeare's Romeo aud Juliet ^ canuoi ge* 

nersitc 
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Berate a iiifpicion of plagiarlfin in Meta* 
' ftafio, if it be remembered, that the plot of 
Shakeipeare*8 tragedy was taken from Ar* 
thur Brooke's imitation of the Itahan ftorjr 
^ of Ghtliettaj by Luigi da Porto (f)l and it 
was more likely fof Metailafio to copy thi^ 
afFedling circumftance fron> his countryman, 
than from Shaklpeare, whofe name, at this 
early period of his life had probably not ar« 
rived at his kifowledge ; and who had not 
aviailed himfelf of all the advantages of this 
affli£ting incident, but let Romeo die, before 
Juliet revives. And, upon examination, it 
appears, from Metaftafio's own declaration, 
that the whole plot of his Giujiina was (ake4 
from the Italia Hberata of Trijfino. 

Giuflino, with all its imperfe&ipns, is 
perhaps the moil: grave, regular, and accur 
rate drama, that has ever be^ produced at 
early a period of life. 



MISCELLANEOUS POEMS 

NOT INTENDED FOR MUSIC. 

t. La Straba della Gloria. Sagne. The 
Path to Qlory a Dream* Written at Rome, 

(f) See MaloQe's Edition of ShakTpeare^ 8vo« 1790, 
Vol. IX. 

in 



Digitized by Google 



< 350 ) 
la 17189 oa the deatk of, his Preceptor sad 

Patron, Gravina j and read by the Author^ at 

a public meetiiig of the Acadeittjr of Ike Ar* 
cadi. 

II. La Mortj^ bi Catohx. The Death of 
Cato. 

III. L'Origine jD£LL£ Legci. The Origia 
of Law3« An Elegy. 

Theie (hr ee Poems are writtcu iu ^erza 
jRim^^ tho vcrfificatiou of Dante, 

BPITALAMI. 

« 

t. On the Nuptials of the Fringe and Prin- 
cxss pi 'BsLHOHTs. Wntten at Naples^ 
ijao. 

II. Oa the Marriage of Signor D» Gjambatifin 
FiiQMARiNA, ijaa. ^ 

III. On the Nuptials of Signor D. Francefco 
Gabtano, and Ponna Giovanni S^vsetiw* 
Kivo. 1723. 



IDYLLIUMS- 

I. Il Ratto p'Europa. 

II. Il cokvito pecljl Deu 

III, T&Tl 
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ill. Tetij b P£(^. 

^v. Ode on the Imperial Refidciic^ at Schon- 
brunn* 

V* I vox I puBBLici, per Maria Tcrefa, Imt 

peratrice Regina, 1766. 
^i. La PifBi,icA Felicita. On the Emprefs 

Queen's Recovery from the Small-pox. I767f 
Vi;* La Scome$sa. The Wager. 1755.. 

This Quatrain was written^ by dcfire, on 

the fpllowing occafion : The Empreft 

Queen, when pregnant of her youngeft 
daughter, afterwards Queen of France, lai4 
a wager with Count Dietrieckstein, that 
the promiled o£Ebpfing would be an Archer 
dutchefs. As loon as brought to bed, her 
Imperial Majefly feat word to the Count, 
jhat a Prtncefs was born^ and that two drops of 
water did mt more rejembje each other ^ tban the 
Jdotb^ an4 her Child* The Count paid his 
Joft bet with a figure in porcelaine, repre- 
fentiug his own perlbn, kneeling on one 
knee, aad holding in his right-hatid the 

foUow^^ v^rlies, writtep on a fmall flip of 
fwipcr ; 

Jo perdei : l^Angufta Figlia 

A pa gar mi ha condanata ; 
s*e ver (hi a Foi fmigUa^ 

TJip 
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The Wager's loft — a Daughter's given ! 

And I fubmit with joj unfeign'd ; 
For if like You tint gift of Heaven, 

The worl4 entire a prize has gaun%L 

VIII, Versbtti. Lines fent with foine prints 

of the Poet's head, to the Marchefa Zava- 

^ffti poebi immgimttf 

SfiftOy ^ vero^ opre imperfeiU 

Lynn Ai tijla dozsufialt ; 
Ma pgr me gran pregio ttvratiH$ 
Si imfHtirvi aimm Jkfnam 

* 

'Tis true thefe little cfl 'rings fecm 
Unworthy objects of eftecm. 
Thus dumfiljf engravM; 
yet bkffings I (hall on them ihowery 

If from oblivion, by their power, 
Th* original i$ iav'd. 

iz* Madrigal for Prince HiLBSROBAUSENi tQ 

fend to the Queen of England, with aj^ 
^vory flmttle, turned by himfelf. 



TRANSLATIONS, 

I. Tranilation of a Greek Rpigranu 

II. , of the Jrs Poctica of |ioracC, ii\ 

Blank Verfe, with notes. 

Mil 
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III. Tranflation of the Sixth Satire of theSeccmA 

Book of Horace, in Terze Rime* 

IV. — • of the Fifth Epiftle of the Firft 

Book of Horace, in Stanzas. 

Y. ■ of the Third Satire of Juvenal. 

The Treatife m the Italian Theatre^ which 

jMetallafio promiied Bettinelltj the Printer, 
(bon after his arrival in Vienna, feems to have 
ended in iiis EJiratto della Poetica ffAriJlotile ; 
of which, as it is his foie work in Profc, if 
we except his Letters, and being pofthur 
mous, but little known, we fhall terminate 
the Catalogue of his Works by fome account^ 

VI. EsTRATTo bell'Artb Poetica D*Aai$-> 
TOTiLE, e Co ifidcrazioni Ju ii Medcjimcu An 
Abftraft of Ariftotle*s Art of Poetry, witli 
Remarks. 

Metaftafio's Introdiiftion, to explain the 
objed ot this Abftrad, is the following : 

*' .The reputation of Ariftotle, eftablifhed 
and defended by the univerfal confent and 
veneration of twenty-two centuries, if not 
due to the wonderful extent of his fublimc 
talents, and the imipenfily of his acquaintance 

yoL, III. A A with 
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4fith every ijpecies of fcience, would have 

fufficieat weight to command the relpefl 
and gratitude of all fubfequent times, if it 
\\ CI e only remembered, that he was the firil 
Philoibpher in all antiqultj, that we know 
of, w lio was able to form a clear, minute, 
and indifputable anah fis of human reaibn ; 
and who, furnhhing it with diftindions and 
divifions, as fo many fecure and neceflary 
beacons, has difcovercd the road by which 
we may moft fafely and couragcoufly travel 
in the fearch of trutii« The having recourfe, 
therefore, to fuch an oracle in our doubts 
is laudable, efpecially for Poets, whom he 
has pai ticulaiiy fupplicd with the rules of 
their art. 

Perfuadcd from my earlieft youth of this 
indifpeniiUe duty, I propofed to acquaint 
myfelf, fuiuhui-ieutally, with the poetical doc- 
trines of fuch a mafter : and for this purpofc, 
it appeared to. me, that the fafcft and moll 
certain way to obtain this knowledge pure 
and uncorrupted, would be from the original 
fountain itfelf, whatever labour it might coft 
me: but, perplexed every moment iu thf 
couiAw ui my labour, loiii^^iiLnco with doubts 
concerning a rule which admitted of two 
fenfcs, fometimes by the obicurity of an ^x- 

3 prefEou 
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preflion which to me appeared myfterious ; 
now by one precept beiug apparently con- 
tradiftoiy to another, now by a new defini- 
tion of the fame fubjcft, totally difFerent 
(torn that which had preceded it, and by a 
hundred difficulties at every ftep, wholly iti- 
iuperable to my limited faculties ; I perceived, 
at length, with infinite mortification, that, 
with the inconfideratc temerity of a young, 
man, I had unadvifedly plunged into diffi- 
culties, and purlued an intricate road, with- 
out compaiiioii or guide. 

I had recourfe, therefore, to the moft- 
learned and eminent critics and commenta- 
tors of Ariftotle's Poetics ; and I fhould be 
ungrateful if I did not confefs myfelf in- 
debted to them for the literal fenfe of many 
obfcure paflages in the text : but I ihould 
Hkewife be very infincere, if I did • not de- 
clare, at the fame time, that, after all my 
laborious refcarches, I found myfelf, to my 
great mortification, much lels enlightened, 
;iay, rather infinitely more perplexed, indc- 
termined, and cgnfufed, than I was before* 
And, indeed, who could avoid being coxa- 
founded by the conftant difagreement of men 
fo refpectable for their leariung ? Who 
pould help being tired with feeking inftrue- 

A A 2 tiou 
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tioii ill io many ufelefs and prolix metaphjv 
iical and ibholaftic treatifes, in which the 
art they promile to illuftrate is fuftocated? 
Who could refrain from indignation, when 
fearching in the Greek dramatifts, and in 
Ariftotle himfelf, for the paflages cited by 
the moll renowned critics as thq foundation 
of their fovereign decifions, he finds thcix^ 
has frequently been my cafe) diametric 
cally G^poJitCy for tiiC mull part, lu their opi< 
nioiu ? And, belides this, who could iafel/ 
rely on men, iiowever Ikilful in languages, 
that were totally without experience ia 
theatrical matters, and vet convinced of 
tb<^ir own infallibility ? 

** To extricate myielf in the beft way 
I was able, from lb many doubts, and not 
entirely to loie the fruits of my ftudy and 
application, I dcicrmined rigoruufly to ex- 
amine myfelf, and to re-perufe, from the 
beginning, Ariftotle's whole Poetics, extraft- 
ing, chapter by chapter, whatever I could 
clearly underfiaud ; and coi^feiiuig my igao- ' 
ranee and uncertainty as to the refl ; point- 
ing out fuch precepts ai^, though uleful per? 
haps when given, the enormous change of 
Oiaiuiers, in fuch a long period of time, has 
rendered impra^iicable ; and difcovering what 

rul§s 
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Males have crroiiepiifly been affigned by mo* 
dern legiflators of the drama to the Greek 
tragedians, and even to Ariftotle himfelf ; 
and by this means form for my own tife,, 
from the text, a clearer and more dilHnft 
idea of the nature of Poietry^ Imitation^ and 
Probability^ than is commonly received. 

The indifpenfible duties of that employ- 
tnent to which 1 had for lb many years 
been fortunately deftined, had not, tilt now, 
allowed me iufficient leifure to execute this 
tafk as completely as I wiflicd : but liiicc, 
I have not negle£ted, at ihort intervals, to 
incjitate on the iubjeft as much as my ne- 
ceflary occupations would allow, and to col- 
iedl together all the materials I was able 
towards the intended edifice. The day is at 
length come, when an unufual repofe has 
finally been granted me by my moft gra- 
cious Sovereign ; and 1 have now, as far as 
my powers would enable me, fully ,and ex- 
actly terminated my delign. 

But Heaven forbid that I ihould have the 
prefumption to think of forming by this ex- 
trad a new Art of Poetry ! The inducing 
rank of inventor has already produced more 
x\rts of Poetry than will ever be read, or at 
leaft ftudiied and put in practice: indeed, 

A A J they 
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they are more than fufticicntly numerous to 
confouncl, diicourage, and wholly render dry 
and arid, the moH happy, courageous, hpld, 
and fertile genius, which the wifdom of 
• beneticeut nature can produce. 

The fole object of my laboui", was, as 
much as poiiible, to juAify my own condu£l 
to ni)i.-ir, who am naturally (for my mif- 
fortune) the leaft circumipeft of all my 
judges ; and to procure the felf-confolation 
of being convinced, that all thofe defeds 
from which an uninterrupted experience of 
more. than fifty years, and the inceflant en- 
deavour to iuftruiSl myfelf, have not been 
fufEcient to exempt me, fliould be numbered 
among, the painful and inevitable coalc- 
quences of human vveaknels." 

The title of our author's firil chapter, is 
the iollowuio: : 

Chap. I. That ^Poetry is one of the 
arts of Imilalioji. In what it dilfers from 
other arts. Explanation of the terms Me- 
trCy Rhytbmy Harmonyy Melody^ and Modes* 
Refutation of the opinion, that compofitions 
written in prole, can be called Poems. That 
jt is not fufficient for a poetical produ£lion to 
be harmonious, and in meafure ; it ought, 
likcwifc, to be noble and elegant.'* 

Hia 
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His definitions of the technica of ancient 
mulic, particularly attraded my attention ; 
and I was flattered to find that they generally 
' agree with thofc that have been given in the 
Dijertation on the Mtc/lc of the Ancients. He 
likewife is of opinion^ that the Greeks meant 
hy Armenia, what we mean by Melody, found- 
ing his opinion upon a paflage in Plato: 
^he regulation of the movement is called 
RHYTHM ; but the regulation of the voice 
(with refpe(^^ to high and low) is called Har^ 
mony (g). 

And this is Padre Martini's opinion : 

Harmony, with the ancients, meant the 
regulation of a fmgle voice, with reipeft to 
the intervals of a given fcale or key. 

Melody, indeed, is not defined as in the 
Differtation above-mentioned : Metailalio 
makes it only a more airy and elegant kind 
of melos ; but Ariftatle, in a paflage which 
he has quoted from him does not oppoie 
artificial and florid melody to fimple and 
plain^ but mufic fung to tnflrumental mufic : 
for fiutrtwif or 4/tXo» fAt\», naked mufic, 
feems always to imply infirumental mufic, or 

(^) De Legihn Lib. ii. 

(ift) Tii*^ fMiraniP mTSf Imm ^M^tfr «J^tff 2tf»t 
' ft(t^ pi^A'^iaf. Arift. FoUt. Lib. vui. Cap. 5* ' 

A A 4 mufic 
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mufic without wards, Mehdia^ is mdoiy fungi 
that is, poetry lung. 

Metaftaiio thinks modo fometimes confined 
to key, and ibmetiiiies to meafure. Our 
old writers on muiic, down to Morley atvd 
Raveafcroft, applied the word mood only to 
time or meaftire ; but the word mod^^ in Ita«* 
iian, always meai^ key. To the terms modus^ 
tonos^ tropos^ MLUiitiifio gives great latitude, 
and refers to Padre Martini for more minute 
informaiiun. He feems of opinion, that, 
in antiquity, there was no poetry without 
numbers^ or witliout Jinging (/). The divert* 
buoi the ancient Romans, he calls rtcita'- 
the ; and luppoies that in the cantici, ftro* 
phes, antiftrophes, and epodes, as well as in 
the chorus when fung by all, or by a fmglc 
a6h)r, melody (or as we call it air J was 
uied* 

Chap. 1L Here our author treats 
Of the different objects of imitation. 
Difficulty . of determining what Ariftotle 
meant by dividing imitable characters into 
iejij wof^j and middle clali of good and 
bad." 

(i) In modern times, however, iii the church, and in 
iminy of ouf oratorios, profe is fung to mcafured mufic. 

Chap* 
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Chap. III. « Of the various ways ia 
which Poets may avail themfelvcs of the 
means and fubjedts of Imitation. In what 
relpcfts Homer and Ariftophanes refemble 
each other. Reafbns aitigned by difi^rent 
people of Greece^ for arrogating to them- 
felves the invention of the drama.** 

Chap. IV. Poetry is deduced " from the . 
natural inclination which men have to imi- 
tation and iong. Proofs of this opinioti pro- 
duced hy Ariftotle : other proofs not given 
by him, with regard to mufic^ which^ per- 
haps^ he did not think neceflfary. Differ- 
ences between an imitation and a copy ; the 
ignorance of which diftiudlion, produces tiie 
greateft abfurdities. Indifpenfible neceflity 
of fong (mufical tones) in fpeaking to the 
public. Proofs that all dramas^ comedies^ 
as well as tragedies, were fung throughout 
by the Greeks and Romans, are given by 
Metailafio from ten diAerent .ancient authors. 
Examination of the opinion of Ariftotle, 
that Sophocles perfected tragedy, by the 
ititroduClion of a third perioiia<jc ou the 
ftage." 

Our author has manifefted much learning 
and ingenuity in the courfe of this chapter, 
iic is, in general, clear and intelligible on 

Z the 
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the fubjeS of Imitation : allowing a natifraf 
. tendency in human creatures, above all 
other animals, to imitation. On the 
ftage, we imitate all kinds of charafters, 
good and bad. We can even imitate the 
noiles of inferior animals." 

His £loge of Mufic, after faying that the 
love of it is a natural inftinft of humanity, 
entirely coincides with my own* 

** Who can doubt (fays he) of the efficacy 
of Muiic on our minds? Who is it, that 
has not felt its eiFects on himfelf, and ob^ 
ferved them in others ? Who fees not that 
our pailion for this art has introduced it into 
all human aftions? In the fcrvice of reli- 
gion, in feftive alfemblies, in funeral pomp, 
and even in military fury, mufic has a con- 
fiderable lharc. The moft barbarous and 
fevage nations arc plcafed with it : infants 
liften to it even in the cradle, before the 
fenfes are perfeirt, and it calms their com- 
plaints. The criminal in a dungeon, the 
Have in chains, fceking ailev lation from their 
affli£lion and labour, fiiid it in fong 

(i) See Preface to Pre/ent State of Mufic in France 
0nd Itafyj publi/hed twelve years before thek extrads 
appeared,' and anterior to the «author*$ interview witb 
Metailafio. i 

Crura. 
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Crura fonant firro^ Jid canit inter opus, 

TibulL ii. £lig, 

— The fettered ilave, Ae drudge of fatCt 

Sings^ {hakes his ironS) ^nd forgets his flate. 

G&ANG£K* 

Metaftafio gives further refleftions from 
the ingenious and acute Caftelvetro,'* on 
the neceffity of addreffing perfons at a dif- 
tance, in muiical tones (/)• His proofs from 
Ariftotle, Cicero, Livy, Virgil, Horace, 
Ovid, Suetonius, Donato, &c* have almoft 
all been prcvioufly cited in the Diffirtaiion 
m the Mufic of the Ancients^ from the iame 
places, in favour of the opinion, that all the 
<ancient dramas, tragic and comic, were en-* 
tirely fung, and accompanied by inilru- 
:^ents. 

Dramatic poetry is not only the inutating 
the charafters and manners of men, but the 
imitation of another art; that of mufic* 
As, according to Metaftafio, there is no 
poetry without mufic : the arrangement of 
words, and different metres, is mulic.'' In 
painting, indeed, an artift has natural ob- 
jects to copy; in poetry, he has them to 

(/) See Dtffirtatm m the Mufic cftbi j6tciittis,r^'X:imp^ 
911 Dramatic Muilc, 

defcribe ; 
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defcribe ; but what, it may be aiked^ has a 
mufician, in nature, to imitate ? Does mufic, 
in its nature, imitate poetry \ I never could 
clearly uiiJcrftand Ariftotle's meaning, as 
to muiic being an imitative art. Is it an 
imitation of poetry, in its meafures and 
rhythm ; and in the tones of fpeech^ length'^ 
encd, poliihed) and impaiTioned ? 

But my learned and excellent friend, the 
Rev, T. Twining, in the Second Differta- 
tion prefixed to his Tranflation and Notes 
on Aristotjue's T&£atis£ on Poetry, has 
cleared this matter up more to my fatisfac- 
tion than Metaftafio, or any of Ariftode's 
commentators that I have feen. 

The title of my friend s Diflfertation is 
this : " On the different Senfes of the Word 
Indtutivey as applied to Mufic by the An-^ 
cients and Moderns." In which he conUnes 
mufical imitations, to the raifmg tnwiiom mA 
ideas. And I think the former will include 
• timpaffions. There are mere inftrntnental 
movements, which awaken ideas of jofj 
forrowy tendernejs, melancholy, folemnify^ con-- 
tritim^ miiitary ard^^ &c. Thus far it may 
be allowed the title of an imitative art, As" 
' to mufic imitating human fpeecb, which Dr. 
Beatie denies, but which Mr. Twining feems 

to 
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to have eft^bUlhedt 4$ much as a matter 
that depends on fancy, feeling, and prefent 
humour, can be eftabliflied ; it is an opinioa 

to which I fubfcribe 

Indeed, 

(m) Mr. Twining, in his Second DiiTertation, p. 511 
.^waking of the imitatlvi powers of mufic, with admirable 
Ingenuity, has affigned a tifefer die ancient inharmnic 

genus^ which feems more probable than any thing winch 
has hitherto been (uggefted on that dark rubje<^ J)ra^ 
piatic muHc ((ays he) is often ftrlMy imtativt. It iini* 
tates, not only the effeSf of the words, by exciting corre- 
fjsondent emotions^ but alfo the words themfelves imtnedi- 
uulyj by tones, accents, inEexions, intervals, and ihyth* 
micai moyeooents, fimlar to thofe of fpeecfa. Ttiat this 
was peculiarly the chara&r of the dramatic mufic of the 
ancients, fcems highly probable, not only from what is ^d 
«f it by ancient authors : but from what we know of 
tbeir mufic in general i of their fcales, their gemiroj th«r 
foiuluefs for chromatic and enljarmonic intervals, which ap- 
proach fo nearly to thole Aiding and-unallignable inflexions 
(if X may fo fpeak) that charaderize the melody of 
fpeech.** 

It ir.av he thouq;ht too fanciful, perhaps, but it i^cmsto 
me, as if dancing, muuc, and poeUy> were reciprocally 
imitations of each other} it is certain, at leaft, that they 
are nearly connefted, and rcfemble each other: mufic 
imitates the flcps of a dance, and the numbers of vcrfc. 
Hence poetical proportions are, perhaps, called feet-t and 
mufical, rhythm* Mufical meafures, times, accents, and 
bars, are equally wanted by all die three arts ; and all dirce 
Jiiutually iSxSi each other ia the Italian hallata (vyhcncc our 

word 
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Indeed, I have long experienced and aN 
lowed, that by flow, quick, gay, and for- 
rowful movements, mufic, without words, 
can excite lenfauous of various kinds, and 
remind us of former events and feelings. 
Farther than this, muHc does not feem an 
imitative art. If it imitates any thing hu- 
man, important, and impreffive, it is j>er* 
haps, the cry of paffion, whether of joy or 
fbrrow* It can laugh and be gay ; it can 
grieve and lament, with a httle help of ima- 
gination. When it has words to expreis, it 
(hould be the compofer's and performcr*s 
ambition to lengthen and tune the tones of 
^eech and pafiion ; to imagine what tones 
of voice, in a certain fituation, would beft, 

in the language of muiic, excite and enforce 
the ideas to be exprefled. 

The movements in muiic, and mea(ures 
in poetry, hnvc fo great an affinity, thai- 
their rhythmical effeds ariie from the fame 
caulc. An heroic verfe, ni grave and folenan 
fubjeds, refembles mufical movements in 
adagio, grave, and largo, in common time, 
Thi? may be purlued to a much greater 

word ballad) which originally implied an air tb^t was fm\g 
to words, and danced at the iame time. 

w 
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extent than we have room for here (n)^ 
But as far as concerns Ariftotle*s doflrine, 
JMn Twilling s exteniive learning and read- 
ing, joined to his knowledge, praftice, and 
experience in mufic, have enabled him to 
explain this hitherto dark and unintelligible 
* ilibjed, better than a mere fcholar, or muii* 
cian, however deep in his particular facuit)^^ 
co\ild poffibly have done. 

Chap. V. of Metaftafio's EJiratto^ treaty 
Of comedy and its authors. Of ctmidk 
Jarmoiantej or fentimental comedy* In what 
particulars epic poems and tragedies agree, 
and in what they differ. Of the unity of 
time, oi JuLIty and of flaccT In this ciiap- 
ter^ the unitUs are admirably explained, and 
their doflriue, to my comprehenlion, well 
' confuted, and relinquiflied, by Metaftafio ; 
who has proved, that the Greek tragic wri- 
ters tbemfelves had no fuch narrow limits. 
He gives the time and place of the chief dra- 
mas of antiquity, Greek and Latin, in all 
which thefe unities are violated. The unity 
of ad:ipn or fable, feems more particularly 

(n) M. Marpurg, of Berlin, hasVrittoi a Treatiie in 
German, on the comparative length and accents of mu/ical 

Aotes, and lingual fylUbles. Ankitung %ur Singcotn^ofition* 

recom- 
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/ecDmmeiidcd by x^riftotle, and more coa* 
ibatly obierved than either of the other 
two, by the ancients. This precept, Meta* 
fiaiio tells us, be has himfelf obeyed, as much 
as poflible ; as the fixing the attexitiou of 
tlie i'pcdator upon one iiluftrlous and iqte-^ 
relliug charaider, mail produce a more Ibnii- 
})lc and perfeft efFed, than when divided." 
But even this rule, he fays, mufl: be con? 
ftrued with difcretiou and exceptions, or elfe 
what would become of the beautiful epiibdes 
of Homer and Virgil, axid the fecondary 
chani£lers in the ancient dramas i Metafta-* 
fio, in his more than fifty years (iudy and 
experience, has by his works, diicover<^ 
what CM be pra<^iled with eiFe<3;, and what 
ought to be avoided, better than all the poetics 
^f mere theories, pan ever teach to drama- 
tic writers (o). 

Chaf. 

(o) Mr. Twining, in a liberal and comprehenfive note 
on that part of Ariftotk's poetics which treats of the UNX- 
TZES, after proving that Dacier, and other comcnentatorS| 
dave erroneoufly alTerted ' that the Stagirite literally andf 
r-goroufly meant by the uniiy of i 'lme to confine the actioi\ 
of a tragedy to the limits of a fingle day^ or nearly fo % 
and that the Greek tragic writers have ahvafs adbired tft 
thii ruliy T'ys : For this, and other inftances dF the 
iamc kind, 1 muft content myfeJf with referring the reader 
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£irAp* VL *^ Definition^ divifidn, and 
iKxplauation> of the feveral parts^of tragedy« 
Purgattoh bf the paffions conlidered-^ncl 

whether it is produced only by means of 
terror and compaffion ?" 

CBAVi WlL Of the component parts 

and length of tragedy.'* 

Chap. VIII* « The uhity of hero (the 

principal character) does not impl^ unity of 
adioii*" 

Chap. IX. " Difference between a poet 
and an hiftoriau. A piece in verfe^ though 
the fubjcft is neither epic nor dramatic, is 
nevertbelds a poem^ Of epilbdic £ible9* 
Of furprize, and its different degrees/* 

Chap. X« Diviiion, and explication of 
&bl€s« Defence of CorneiUe/' 

to the fenfible and well written Eflratto Jella PoetiCMiTjfri'^ 
Jlotile^ publifhed among the podhumous works of Metafta- 
ilO) and which did not £dl into my bands, dU all my notes 
ifm written. It contains many iitgduoUs and ^gacious 
cbfervations. The fubjefi of dramatic unities, in 
particular, is difcuITed at large \ and, I thinlc^ in a very 
tnaflerly and iatis&dory way. And, with reipe£l to the 
ibnSt unities of it^ zndfiacf^ he ieems per&^y to have 
Aicceeded in ihewing, that no fuch rules were impofed on 
the Greek poets by the critics, or by themfclves — nor an 
impded on any poet, either by the naturi or the o£ 
the dramatic imitation idelf/' 

VOL. III. B B Chap, 
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QeaVm XL *^ Of di&ovehes and i^volu* 
tions, and tli^ir different kinds an4 cffcfts. 
Of paiTiQn. I>Qubl6 €oocQr&uig the ioodefu 

FiCiich rule, of iigt ilieddi^ig blood on the 
ftage/' 

Chap. XII. Of th< length and propor- 
tion of the feveral parts of tragedy. Of 
the chorus. Of the numbe/ of ad§ and 
jperibnages. Qf the 9its in caodern operas/* 

The chorus, for the lofs of which the 
entbnfiafta for antiquity m^e inch heavy 
oomplaiaty was oiigux^Uy a.reli^us hyoui 
to Bacchus, at the time of vintage. The 
adaof die dramsi were long caiJbd^^^ 
after they became of more coni'cquence that! 
the chorus itfelf i but the publie» long uied 
to them, would not fufF^r a drama to be 
performed without a chorus, even when it 
had no connexion with the fable. At length. 
It became ib vulgar and uninterefiing, that^ 
like a company of madcau piaimodiits ia a 
country church, the choral fingers were left 
in the midft of their performance by the 
audience, at the end of the piece, who would 
nat ftay to hear thenx longc^r than th^j 
help. But though Metallafio cenfurcs the 
abfufdity of this permanent chorus to everj 
drama, he dues not think it neceflary to 

Itenifli 



UiyiiizcG by 



( sn ) 

faanflh erery fpecie$ of chorus from thd 
fiage, ** The theatre would lofe the privi- 
lege of availing itfelf with dignity, delight, 
and probability^ of a choms in facriiiceSy 
triumphs, feafts, and on many limilar occa- 
fioiis, in which it is ettrcmely natural to 
luppcjfe, that many perfons may concur in 
d»s ^Mimei^ta, and 4bipl-efs them&t^es 
in the fame words." He. gives many other 

* 

iiilhuii:^s, where a chorus inay be intr liiucdA 

with propriety. 

Hte then proceeds to confidcr the humb^ 
of ads, into which a, dramatic fable fliould 
be divided ; and difputes the rule which 
fbems to be laid down by Horrac^ for five 
a£is ; fliewing, from a paffage in one of 
Cicero^s letters^ that the ufual tiun^er 0^ 
ads in that orator's time, was three. And 
this wit^ lb bng eftaUifhed into a law for 
operas in Italy, that feveral attempts at five 
were there much dffcotnittoanced. The 
lat^ philofopher, Dkierot, was of opinion^ 
tfi?it three sl£fe wolild be the beft divifion cfif 
every diama : as they ftirniihed a beginnings 
a middle J and an end {f). However,- to-fav€f 
the expence and trouble of a third j>anC£ 

{f) This divifion includes the perfet^ whoU^ required 
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Digitizer by Google 



( 37^ ) 

(at prefent the moft attra&ive part 6t aff 

opera) the whole bufineis of mufical dramas^ 
whatever it may be, muft conftantly be hud- 
dled into two aSs. Metaftaiio candidly and 
liberally fays, that " the number of afts in 
every drama ihould more depend on the 
bufinefs to be tranfafted, th^n on rule and 

cuftom/' But that operas, originally written 

in three a£ls, like all thofe of this poet him-^ 
ielfy ihould be cut, mangled, and cn^d^ 
rather than comprefled, into two oBs^ for/ 
no better reafi>n, is treating the remains of 
the . venerable bard with the utmpft indig- 
i^ity, not to &y ftupid barbarity. 
• Afte^ an ample difcudion of the chorus 
and number of a£is and chkra^ers, in- the 
aiKient tragedy, Metaflaiio fay&; Before 
we quit thefc fubjedts, it may be neceflary 
to enquire into the Revolutions of the chorus^ 
and to what end its different motions were, 
eftablifhed ; fometimes moving to the left,, 
like tiic prlmum mobile i fometiincs revolv- 
ing, like . the planets, to the right ;' and . 

> 

fometimes remaining ftatiouary, like the 
earth. But of the ufe and beauty . of theii^ 
agronomical reprefcntations, invented by tbs- 
ancients, or aicribed to them by the inge- 
nuity of modern critics, let every one judge 

for 
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for himfelf. All that feems ncceffary for tis 
to lay ou this lubjed^ is, ^at .(ui performing 

.the odes) the fongs or ftanzas which the 
chorus fmig in theie revolutions, took the 
names qi Jlropbe, that is, revolution*, anti^ 

^rapbe^ caunter-revo/ution ; and epodf, aOi^ 
tion to the fo7ig* That the poet, in writing 
ihefe ftrophes, antiftrophes, and epodeSf 
compofed them in a different meafure from 
the reft of the tragedy ; Ibmetimes quitting 
the Iambic, availing himfelf of the more 
quick and lively anapaeftic and trochaic feet: 
conneding together a certain determinate 
number of verfes, adapted to a particular 
periodical melody, which might be often 
repeated to other words in the fame meafure 
and cadence : that this more artificial mufic, 
which took its name from the revolutions / 
above-mentioned, was not only fung by the 
ciiorus alone, but fometimes by turns with 
the adtors, and ibmetknes by the aftors 
without the chorus. And finally, it is ob- 
fervable, that thefe determinate melodies, 
which may be repeated to dilFerent words, are 
exa&ly of the fame kind as the odes, fongs, 
and canzonets, in Italy, which have been 
faithfully preferved in their form and name, 
being ftill uxuverfally called Jirofe and Jiro^ 

• 3 B 3 fette^ 
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fitU* Now what elfe are the Aigs of our 
muiical dnunas, but the ancient Jlropbes (q) f 
And why {u(^h an out-cry againft thefe yifiT 
ble and manifeft relics of the Greek theatre $ 
and from tho£e very learned foU^,t whp ^u*^ 
always recommending to us the imijtation of 
it? 

Chap. XIII. Of the Protagoniftes, or 
principal character, an4 of the unltiappy 
tailiuphe, recommended by Ariftotle/* 

Chap. XIV. Of terror, cpmpaifipn, am} 
the wonderful. Of the differ^r^t ^inds of 
tragical actions/' 

Ariftotlc allows of but four events, that 
^re prc^r fiibje^ for tragedy. The ^rfi i$ 
vhen the pringip^l perfonage knows th^ evil 
which he or (he is perpetrating : ^ M^d^a^ 
when ihe inurders ^er Qhii4r^n* 

The fecondt^ wheix |he hero or heroine is 
ignprs^t of the atrocious 4<^ed, till after il 
is copamitted ; as Qedigus, AJcipo^Qii, au4 
Teiegonus.. 

{q) This defcription (eems almoft to fit our old opera 
fbngs, in times ot da capo^ if the ^rophe and andltrophe 
be itnagiDcd the firft aadfecosid ftnun of- the air, aad>ibt 
tpodc^ th^ additicH U the fimg. And a mwlw. <^ voefiH 
to the fame periodical mekKiy, refemUes our ballads, or 
fongs of many ibn2;as> to each of which the iame air is 
repeated* 

The 
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The fiU'dy whea the perfbnage, through 
agnQrance, is oa the poixit of coxnmittm^ 
feme horrid action^ but Is prevented by a 
fudden difcovery, as Merope and Ipbigeuia. 

The fourth (which Ariftotle regards as the 
, wofft aiui moft eontemptible) when a cha*-^^ 
Facter k about to commit a crime, but ilops 
fluMt at the inAant he is going to execute 
his defign : as Haemon, in the Antigone o£ 
Sophocle5;, who was det^rmiaed to kiU his 
fatiier. 

Now thi& fourth tragic curcumflaiicc 
^iays Metaflafio) which is fo much diiap- 
provcd by Ariftotle, appears to me (with all 
due defereoce to ib great a mafler) capable 
of being excelkutly treated. If Hsemon, 
for e:sample» when iii the laft agonies near 
his dying Antigone, fliould have iuddenly 
leen his father Creon appear, who had fo 
unjuftly and barbaroufly been the caufe of 
her death, and in a blind impetus of paffion 
bad determined to kill him, but in the very 
act of givmg the blow, overcome by the 
paternal looks and voice, which he had been 
accnftomed to reverence, had found himfelf 
unable to iununou courage iutficicntto over«« 
come the compunctions of nature and long 
habits ; and, therejOoire, being unabie to lav^ 

« 8 4 ' his 



his wife, or to avenge her death, in tho 
violence of his rage and defpair^ if he had 
killed bimjelf^ the cataftrophe would have 
been one of the moft fpirited sind affecting, 
that can be imagined : fince it would exprefs 
at once the higheft degree of intereft, which 
love^ nature, rage, and delpair, united, could 
produce. Nor would there be wanting the 
indilpenfible Arifiotelian pathos^ that is, the 
emotion which arifes from the vxcw of th? 
dying and the wounded/' 

With relpect to confining all the fenratioa^ 
excited by tragedy, to terror and pity, Me-^ 
taftafio lays : " All the juft reipect which { 
feel for this great philofopher, is not iufii-* 
cient to convince me, that tragedy, in its; 
operations, can avail itfelf of no other in- 
ftruments than Terror and Compaiiion. It 
appears to me, that the admiration of vir* 
tue, under a thouiand different afpects; a$ 
fricndfliip, gratitude, patriotifm, fortitude, 
gcneroiity to foes, and innumerable other 
modifications ; as well as the abhorrence of 
the vices of the human heart, which often 
impede and oppofe thefe virtues ; all thefe, 
I iky, appear to me efficacious, and fair 
means of affording delight and inftruction, 
without eternally condemning the fpectato^ 
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to trembld with ii^ror, or weep widi 

affliaion/* 

From this paffage, and from the whole 
teiiour of his life and vsrritings, it is mani-^ 
fefty that Metaftado was no ttrrorift. And 
though Ariftotle, in the thirteenth chapter . 
of his Art of Poetry, hds prommncedt 

ibat Xq be the belt coxiftru&ed tragedy 
which ends unhappily" yet Mr. Twining, 
in his iiiotes on this chapter, after allowing 
that " nothing feems more jufl, or more 
uccuiately. expreffed, than Ariilotle's idea of 
the end of tragedy ; that it is io give that 
fkafure^ iMcb arifes from pity and terror^ 
through imitation" rmy «Vo ixuK na^ (poPa ^ia 
ijhm ira^ciwxwoiifyir' — Cap«xiv« (Tranfl. 
p. II. feft. 13.) very much to my fatisfadion, 
adds, ^ but the Greek tragediaas will be 
thoughtt I believe, by moft modem readers, 
to have femetimes pufhed this principle ra*^ 
ther too far, and to have excited a degree of 
h<»'rof, which even the charms of imitation 
eaimot well be conceived ^to have fofcened 
into pleallirable emotion ; and it appears to 
tp me, chat Ariftotle himielf inclmed to this 
opinion, and that he intended this chapter as 
a leflbn of caution to the poets againft this 
i:;i^ccfst He feems plainly to haye coniidere4 
.4 ' th? 
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the a&ual murder of a inolher, a ibn, « 
brother^ and the like^ as incidefits rather 
too horrible to be exhibited ki any way. If 
thi^ deed muft be done, kt it^ he iays, if 
poifible — i£ the ftory wiU permitit-— be doae 
igoorantly. But it will be ftttl better, if ycm 
can avoid dpiag it eotiieiy ; if jroa can con* 
tarive to make the expe^atiofiy combined with 
the atrmau/ne/s. of the eirent expeded, aor^ 
fwer your purpole, by raifing as much anxi« 
ety, commiflenUaoot and terror in tbe Ifiee* 
tator^ as may confift with the f/ejifure whigh 
k the end of tragedy, and ti»tk reUeviiq; 
at lafi, by prevention^ at the very ma* 



sdent o£ execution.** And diis hm been 

almoft invariably the {tfaALce of Mel^ 
fiafio. 

The excellent interpieter and commenta^ 
tor of Ariftotle, juft quoted, has cited a paf^ 
iage from Rouifeaiv i^inft the exce&t of 
'tragical terrortfm^ which feems perfcfily in 
nnilbu with. Meta&afio's opizuon on? the^lidH 
jcd. Iiv coaclu'ding his Nouvelk EJoifcy the 
citizen of Geneva, figm : I ani! unaUe: to 
conceive what pleafure the authoxsiof n^auy 
of our tragedies can. take, in imsqpbing dtat* 
rafters fo full of wickcdnefs and horror, au4 
futting tbm/etva t» tic place of tbofe tief 

repre/entt 



Digitized by Google 



( 379 ) 

reprtfeut^ inking them afi and ipeak iiich 

things, as it is impoiTible to fee or hear 
without Ihiiddering/' 

With leiped to the ufual prafilice of ter- 
minatmg operas happily ^ it Hiay afibrd (bme 
gratification to the curiofity of thofe who 
sntereft themielves in Aich exhibitions^ to 
trace it from the firft dramas of modera 
timest that were recited in mufic. 

Rinuccmif author of EuryJice^ the ^St 
re^lar opera, treated the well-known ftory 
<if Qijpheus. di^erently from Virgii, ia order 
to terminate his piece happily. In this drama, 
Oxphq^s obtains Eurydice from the Ihades^ 
by the power of fong, unconditionally: ixi^ 
de^ the author apok)gize$ to his patroneis^ 

Mary of Medicis, ia celebration pf whofe 
nuptials with Henry IV of Fraqce^ in l6oof9 
jt was written, for having dared to alter th^ 
termination of the fable of Orpheus ; juftip 
fying himfelf by its being a time of jubila- 
tion ; and adding, that it was the pra&ice of 
the Greek poets in other fables : Sophocles^ 
in his Ajax, had deviated from Homer in a 
linuiar manner. Rinuccim. eight years 
afker, wrote a fecond opera, Akianna, 
which he calls a tragedy^ though this Uke^ 
wife terminates happly, by comforting the 

unfortunate 
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uufortuiiatc priacefs, who had been abau* 
idoned by Thefeus, with a celeftial fpouie« 

hi the chaiadter of " Bacchus, ever fair aad 

Thefe two hrft mufical dramas, perhaps, 
jeired as models for fubfequent exhibitions 
of the fame kind ; for in examining a com* 
l^ete colle£tion of all the operas that have 
^ver beea performed at Venice, from 1637 
to the prefent time, Medea's tnurderin^ 
knife*' feems never to have been ufed ; and 
|he Protagoniftes, contrary to the precept of 
Ariftotle, generally proceeds from iad to 
go^d, and not from bad to worfc, or fron)^ 
liappinefs to mifery (r). 
< Not one of Apoftolo Zeno's numerous 
operas, has an unhappy cataftrophe;^ and 
out of twenty-lix dramas of Metaflalio^ 
ooly three, Duhy Cato^ and Atilius Regu/us^ 
terminate in a difaftrous manner. When 
Cato was firft performed at Rome, in 172?^ 
and killed himfelf in the third act, the piece 

(r) Indeed the modern Pyrmws and Tbtfie^ died like 

two Uvans, in an opera* of that name, in 1774 ; they were 
half an hour in the tuneful agonies of death : and the per- 
- firmer s Rauzini and the ScbindUrin^ being refuicitated 
iyy ui tficore^ (klighted the audience with their own death-* 
a/etond time. • 

was 
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Was ill-received ; and the next day, an zi* 
vextilemeut was fouad on the ftatue of 
Pafquin, " inyiting the company of death' 
to the iuuer^ of Cato, who lies extinS \xl 
the Theatre delle Dame:^ 

It has been iaid tliat the emperor Charles 
VI, liaving an uLtci a\ erfion to terrific ter- 
minations of the dramas that were perform* 
cd at his court, and wifhiag to fend the 
audience home in good humour from tho 
theatre, Stampiglia, the imperial laureate 
and his fucceflbrs, Apoftelo Zeno, and Me- 
taftaiio, to gratify the tafte of their patron, 
reverfed the Ariftotelian canon» and changed 
the fortune of their heroes from bad to good. 
But this feems to have been the general 
practice of much more ancient lyric poet^ 
than tliefe. la all Metaftafio's befl: dramas, 
which terminate with the happinefs of the 
principal characters, there arc previous fcenes 
of infinite diftrefs and pathos, ariiing from, 
events and fituatioas of fulFering virtue. 
To fee a magnanimous and virtuous charac- 
ter, after great trials and fufferiiigs, by which, 
he has gained our affection, pais from mi- 
fery to a ilate of happineis, is more inftruc- 
tive, as well as more grateful, to the human^ 
hearty than the death of villains, or of thofe 

who. 
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who, like Oedipus, fuffer every fpecfes of 
woe for inevitable crimes, commit ted through 
ignQfa»icc. It is rather danger than terror^ 
which awakens our pity in the tragedies of 
Metaftafio. 

The cavalier Planelli (/), one of the bcft 
Italian writers on the melodrama, or opera, 
lays : that the diminifhing the horrors of 
tragedy, whatever Mifantbropes may fay, is 
a certain proof of the progrcfe which urba- 
nity, clemency, and benevolence, have made ^ 
in modern times. The ancient Greeks, de- 
icended from the barbarous and ferocious 
nations which firft inhabited that country, 
retained, in diehr mcft civilized cities, a 
tafte for terrific and fanguinary exhibitions. 
The tragedies which remain of the thre6 
great models, all breathe that national fpirit# 
The characters, indeed, in thefe dramas, ard 
magnanimous and grand ; but, at the fame 
time, impentous and inhtfmafi. To move a 
people, accuAomed to horror, it was the 
bufinels of tragedy to adopt fables, full of 
the moil atrocious ^nd difaftrous events, or 
little atteutioa or fuccefs could be expected 
from their reprefentation. But modern tra- 

(s\ DeWOfera in Mufica Trattat$^ Napoli. >77^ 
8vo. 
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gcdy, cultivated by a people many ages ci-* 
viUised^ frienda to comtnercCy hofpitabdc to 
ftrangcrs, and profcffuig a religion which 
inipires charity, mildnels, peace, compaffion,' 
and beneficence, if it did not diminifh atro- 
city, would difguft, beyond the power 6( 
poetry and mufic to fupprels/* 

Metaftalio certainly meant this E/lraffd 
and commentary as an apology for deviating 
fix>m the Stagifite in his own practice, 
though he had not the courage to publifli it* 
But ia writing for modern mufic, he fiirely 
had powerful reafons for extending die fuh- 
jects of his dramas beyond mere terror and 
compaffion, to which Ariftotle, and his im- 
fixcit followers, think all tragedy fliould be 
confined. Our poet has, indeed, fuccefl^ 
fully violated this canon of the ancient dra- 
matic legifiator, by eirciting an intereft in 
the fufierings and rewards of every public 
and ibcial vhtue : Inbjects more appropriated 
to mnhcal expieffion, than the terrors esc* 
cited by atrocious crimes and dire calamities. 
This is fiill adhering to another aifertion of 
Ariftotle : that the chief end of tragedy is 

purge the pq^s* The naental cathartics 
jmdeed of the modern lyric bard are not 
Tioknt| but r^th^^lenieat and ai^odyne, than 

J qaulljcs 
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tauflics or ilxmuiants. The xidicule hc-^ 
quently thrown upon fmging in pain, dif^ 
trefs, aad mifery, by peribns igtiorant that 
ancient tia<^cdics, with all their terrors, 
were con&antly/ung^ was a fufficient mo^ 
tivc to Mctailaiio to trv to enlightea tha 
public, by bis remarks on. particular doc* 
trines of AriHoilc. Indeed, thofe who ei- 
thor hear or perufe the dramas of Metafta* 
fio, with a determination to allow him no 
merit, but that to which he is intitled by 
his implicit obedience to the decrees of Ari^ 
fiotle and of French critics, or the ferrilo 
imitation of. the ancient Greek poets, rob 
him of n^uch jull: praise, and ihemfclvcs ofl 
pleasure, in not giving Way to their owa 
reafon and feeling, inftead of judging by. 
line and rule.. The deUght wiiich he has^ 
excited on the ftage, w ith the aiiiilance of 
mufic, and ill the clofet, with that of un«(' 
piaffed tafte and fenhbility, feems juftly to 
intitle him to more praife as an criginal v^ri-», 
ter, than could be due to him for mere claf-. 
fical larceny or inaitation. . What but obli* 
vioa, did his learned preceptor Gravina ac- 
quire by his tragedies, written exactly on 
•the Greek model } Our countryman, Mn 
Mafon's tragedies on that plan, will ever be* 

admired 
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admired, in perufal, for the cxquifite beauty 
of the poetry ; but it is yit a doubt, whether 
they will ever have due juflice done them oil' 
the ftage, for which, indeed, he never in- 
tended them, nor did he expe6t they could 
lucceed in repreientation, as originally writ- 
ten. ' . ' 

It has been faid, that . Mr. Gray ufed 
to dilpute the merit of Metaftafio; and 
would not allow his dramas to be legiti- 
mate tragedies, or any thing more than 
* mere Iketches, or outlines of tragedy, com- 
pared with the expanded dramas of his 
favourites, Racine and Voltaire* I lis friend, 
Mr* Mafbn, has lately been more liberal, in 
acknowledging the merit of the Italian lyric 
poet, in a note (p. 102) of his ingenious 
EJfays on Englifi Church Mufic. ** How 
great a dramatic writer (fays he) would 
Metaflado have been, if not coippellcd, iu 
lubferviency to hh muiical compofers, to 
furnifti them only with Libretti ! It muft, 
however, be allowed, that his lyrical dramas, 
as originally written, in relpe£t to theatrical 
contrivance, and judicious developement o£ 
the fiory, infinitely excel the generality 
of our mod^n tragedies.'* 

VOL. Xii. ^ c . . But 
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But faefidcs the merit allowed him by Mr. 
Maion^ the. beauty of Metafiaiio s fentiments^ 
aiid poetry, have been the admiradoii of ail 
Europe, for more than £fty years. 
♦ Modern mufic i^, perhaps, too florid for 
narrative poetry. The airs certainly impecie 
the bu^eli of the drama, and uilirp an at- 
tention of ^another kind. It is doubtless tnie^ 
that if muiic had been out of the quefUou, 
MetaAalio's dramas might have been eafily 
nmre expanded^ aiid rendered iitter for de- 
clamation, and, perhaps, perufal. But one of 
the greatefl difficulties which Metaftafio had 
to encounter, and for the vanquifhing of 
nrhich he has been the moft admired by thoie 
who have Audied the mulical drama, was 
the compcefiing the fables he choie, into fb 
fmall a compals, yet rendering all his plots 
clear, his principal characters ffarongly mark* 
ed and coniiAcnt, and his fentimeuts tender, 
nenmus, or philofophical, as occafion required* 
If Metailaiio, in writing for muiic, had 
expanded fentiment in fucfa long fpeeches, 
•as thole of which Mr. Gray has left us ex-- 
amplcs, in the Fragment of his Agrippina^ 
his dramas might haye been called^^ tra^^ 
gcdicsy but would .iicvcr hav.c luucccded as 

pperasj in which fentiment is expanded b/ 
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'Docal ex^tfim^ surikiig from idtuajdoiit more 

than by Verbal articulation (if). * • 

Reg^ded as pieces for declamation^ the 
charadcirs and fentimcuts are not fufBciently 
expanded ; but^ as mujicdl 4ramas\ they are in 
all relpe<5ts the moil perfeft that have ever 
, beeii produced. 

(/) Gtulio S&mzij one of the eatly lyric poets df 
Venice, in his Deltat an opera performed in that city, 
1639, entirely in recitative, ten years before alny thii^ 
like an air was attempted \ after faying, i|i an adver* 
tifemeiit at the end of the Libretto, that he had cut out 
more than 300 verfes in the reprcfentation of his opera^ 

* tBat lie iiiighiC not abaCe the patieiice c£ the audienee, 

* adds, that H ib>the duty of a poet to relliiqutlh hss 

Jlour-Jhes and divifiom (jue Gorghe) which arc lus digref- 
Hons and epifodes, to make room for the divifions (pi^-' 
feggij of the lingers*" No time is kept io tecita^ive ; 
jfo that the finger wds allowed to dilate and embellidi 
fentiment, ad libitum. A poet was then more at the 
mercy of the linger, than of the conipofer ; and when 
Vocal powers are greats and (atf oftea happens) out-tua 
|)ropriety and difcrctton, the performer will not wait for 
moments of pailion to difplay his tafte, execution, and 
^icpreffioQ* but will riot \a jkrid fing^ whenever a liquid ^ 

: IVUible or open to Wei iliail occur* Marchefii has re* 
vived this primitive ciiftom of gracing recitative^ not 
more to the fatisfa£lion of the poet^ or favourable to 
ihe bufiaefs of the drama, perhaps, than long i^roduc* 

* ipryfimfboniesy or Uric di hravuray of which the admirers 
hf fimplicity in the narrative moic of the drama, fo 
inach complain* 

c c ^ ** It^ 
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«• In every work regard thc writcf'i en^. 

Since none. can compals more than they intend.** 

Mr. Gray's fcverity of dccifiou concerning 

' the merit of Roufifeau's Nouvelle Eloife^ is 
little Icfsfurprifmg.than his blindncls to tha 
merit of Metaftafio. Among all the citizen 
of Geneva's faults and fmgularities^ injifidity 
and want of intereft, we believe, has never 
been laid to his charge, by any other wri- 
ter. 

The reft of the chapters of Metaftafio's 

Abjira^^ which, in ail, amouiit to tweuty- 
nine, are replete with learning, ingenuity, 
good tafte, and, above all, with good Jenfe ; 
* which, according to Horace, is the firft qua* 
lification.of every writer: 

icrlhih^i rt^c^ fapcn tjl a frinciptnm it fins* 

A# P. V. 309. 

It was intended to have concluded thefe 
IMemoirs, with a tranflation of the whole 
EJiratiOy not only as a fpecimen of our a^- 
tlior's Itylc ill profe^ but abillucs in criticlfm ; 
^ , but thc great number of his letters which 
have been iuferted, will not allow iufhcieat 
Ipace for a work of fb coniiderable a length* 
in the prelent publication. And as for the 

additional 
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additional three volumes of his inedited 

works, meatioued in the Preface, and of 
which i was extremely ambitious of being 
the nril to give a detailed account to the 
Engliih admirers of Metaftafio ; after em* 
ploying every probable means which my ea- 
gerneis to be in pofieifion of them, previous 
to the publication of theie Memoirs could 
fuggeft, I have, at length, had the mortifica- 
tion to hear from Vienna, that the printing - 
the work which Mademoifelle Martines had 
realbn to exped would be ready for publica- 
tion In April laft, has been inipeded by the 
death of the Italian printer, Albertu And 
now tiie fame Vienna correfpondent writes 
word, that on the 23d of laft month (De* 
ccmber) to his further enquiries, he had only 
received for anfwer, that the work would 
be publiihed ^^arly in the next month ; the 
fame anfwei^ which had been ^iven for feven 
months paft." So that, for the prefent, I 
muft content myfetf with giving my readers 
the opinion of an excellent Italian critic on 
the moft.interefting article among theie poft* 
humous pieces, which he has feen in manu* 
icript. 

Befides iht. Atjlra& oi the Foetics of 
Ariftotle, another precious monument exifts 

c c 3 -of 
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of Mefaftafio's profound ftudy of the Gi^eei; 
dramatic writers. A manuicript t& in the 
poffelliow of his executors, fuperfcribed with 
his own hand : Efame Ji iuife k ^ragedie < 
Cmmedie Grtcbe, per Joccorfa della, tpia tnemq^ 
ria, 4 noTi per ^Ailkarji. By thcf friendly 
kindnefs of the learned counfeUox Maiitinez, 
1 have been indulged with the perufal crf^ this 
MS. in which the remari^ are extended to 
the terra incognita of ordinary critics ; here 
we iee reafons afligned for ap{)areat defedt^, 
which the piacUce of the times rendered ne- 
ce^Tary j; and here we have a moit exa6l pa* 
rallel of the whole pieces and their couftitu- 
ent parts, drawn up with the mofi captivat-* 
ing clearnefs and fagacity. And here; we 
may perceive, that it was not from the writ- 
ings of Calderon (as has been careiefsly ai>d 
erroneoully aflferted) but from the Greek 
poets, tiiat he learned the ar.? ,of )veayiiig. 
his plots, and the exqulfite reflexions, maj(« 
ims, and political principles, yfiih whic^ 
his dialogues are embelliflied, and which, to 
common judges, ieem icattered at random ; 
hut which were drawn from the purcft and 
deepeft fpringsi and with a moft m^fcerly 

teconqmy. 
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• TO THE SHADE OF METASTASIO* 

IF ftia allDvV to liA«o> bopowp'd i 
42Dd faoml forrowt ihe happy de,ad> 
Oh ! hear with fenfibility my flrain» 
Nor bumble tears> nor heart-ieit grief d'ifijam ! 

r 4 

, No views ^nifktT iii4>i^01li 
Tluit adalatton mimAers thy praife : 
Thy worth and virtues precious to ii)atik,iQdp 
H^ve long widi TCiKBratioo fAVd mj mi|Kd« 
Thy lenioot ethics mUigitis fack (a^ut^ 
And> while they flatter^ purify the hearts 

« .The furious p^ons are at thyx^ntroult 
And each emotion of the human foul* 
Loft muft that mortal bCf who heairs in vain 
Thy moral lefTon, or thy pious flrain ! 
To Lov£ thy pen could dignity impart^ 
Devoid of vice and each iniidioas art $ 
Nor haft thou ever deignM bis canfe to plead, 
Unlefs when worth and honour claim'd tlie meed* 

The friend of virtue in a gay difguife. 
Which captivates alike the weak and wife ; 
The diflblute and fawiefs patient hear 
Thy jtale pf woie> and drop a pitying tear. 

(») OJfervazhnt fypr^ Mftqftafa d$WJ&aU BtrtoiaB. 
^^ano^ 1784. 8vo. 
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Tlie foot of Eptcarot learn to feel. 

The woondt of foiPring worth* and wUh to heal i 

lufcnfibly the hardcft hearts dilate 

i^t nobJe deeds> and fain would imiute. 

Benignant poirV I humanity to cbainiy 
And all its vile propenfitiet difarm ; 
Not by harfti rules, which ne'er convince Uie 
mind^ 

Nor piont cant) of more infipid Icind : 
More fweet thy moral fong, in virtue's pralfe^ 

Than fportlng iirens could to pleafure raife ; 
Nor for the ft age, was virtue ever dreft» 
In fnch a pleafing, foch alluring veil. 

Long may thy precepts regulate the heart. 
And joy feraphic to mankind impart I , 
Long may thy dulcet meafuresMuilc gntdeji 
And tafte and feeling over art prefide ! 
While intelledlual radiance beams around, 
And to the heart points each impAiiion*d found t 
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After the preceding (heets were prints 
cdf aud the prels was clo&d, I accidentallj 
heard, that previous to the p*ublication of 
the Tiree Volumes of Meta/iq/io's Fojihumous 
fForkSj at Vienna, an itinerant German 
CdforUuty or book pediar, hearing of the 
foUcitude with which thefc books had been 
ibught by the £ag}iih, in that city, during 
many mouths, contrived to get the llai t of 
the trade by procuring, by fbme unkftowa' 
means, the poffcffion of feveu or eight copies 
of each impreiTion of the work, with wbidi 
he axrived iu England a fortnight ago ; during 
which time he had been hawking his inefii^ 
mabk little bale of iVIetaftaiian goods, with- 
out 
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out fuccels ; owing to the price he let upon 
ft being fo enormous^ that no importer of 
foreign booki> would venture to deal witli 
him ; nor would lie port with a fingle fet, 
qxk any terms. However, by the^ favour of 
a perfon m whofe hands they were left for a 
(day or two^ I obtaii)ed a fight of them for 
Juft three hours ; during which Ihort period, 
I made the following ha% remarks^ with 
which I prcfeat my readers, as addenda to 
the Mempirs of the Poet's Life and Writings* 

The firil voluiue contains his Obfervations 

* 

pn the Greek I)ramatifts^ to which there i^no 
other preface or niti oduftipn, thau the foi- 
lowing : 

Nota di akuni offervazioni da me fatte fopm 
' tuttt k Tragedk e Cmnmedie Grecbe cbe 
mangono^ per foccorfo della mia memoria. Aii- 
iiotes of ibme obfervations which I hate 
made on all the Gf eek Tragedies and Con^e? 
dies that are com^ down to u$, ^oaffiftmy 
piemory.** 

He begins with the Tragedies of ^Eschy- 
Lus ; feven of which only have been pre- 
' fervcd, out of ninety-feven which lie is faiJ 
to haVe written. Metaftafio-a analj^s of 
Prometheus chained, tlic firft of j^^^ichylus s 
dramas, was the only jone. of tfacfe ihort 

article^ 
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^fficle^ .which J. had tisqus to i^d. Of thi$ 
^efays: 

" It is difficult to charaderize this drama, 
It is fo extraya^iit and fantafticaK The 
icexie is a horrid rod* Force; and Viokncei^ 
peribnified^ order Vulcan, m the name of Ju- 
pij^er, tQ ch^in £ron^etheu$ to this rock^ fpr 
having too much favoured humaii kind^ 
Vulcan executes the comipand^ though with 
piuch reludlance ; and not only binds every 
part of the culprit's body ta the rock with 
koii chams, but faftens his breaft to it with 
^ukmaiitine nails. Promethe^Sy after this, 

left alone to curfe the tjy^ranny of Jupitcf. 
In the mean time, the daughters qf Thetis 
arrive on the wings of the winds, to foriyi 
the chorus* They tell him, that they had 
heard the firokes of the hammer in theic 
grotto at the bottom of the iea, and werp 

come to Qonfole him, ^id to learn the ogca-r 

J I . ..» 

;^on of his difgracfe. Prometheus, in the 
dreadful Aate in which they found him, |«» 

Jates in a gircumftantial maauer, the bene* 

■ ' ' •■ ' ' . 

^ts which he had conferred on mankind* 

Saying, that Jupiter, the ufurper of Saturn's^ 
kingdom, was a tyrant, and would be de- 
throned by another, v\ horn he (Prometheus) 
^cnew, but whofe name he would not reveaU 

Ike. 
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The chorus counfels him to fubmifiion ; but 
he refuies to comply. At length Oceanus 
arrives on a winged moniler^ neither de* 

fcribcd nor named, on a vifit to the fuf- 
ferer : pities him, and oflFers his interpc^tion : 
it is rejefled, and after a long debate, he 
depiarts to the ibund of Triton's trumpet* 

The chorus weeps, and adviies him to be 
calm and fubmiflive ; but all in vain. They 
are interrupted by the arrival of a furious 
cow ; that is, by the daughter of the river 
loachus. Prometheus, in fpite of the uails 
in his breaft, manit'clls much cuiiofity to 
know the hiftory of this cow. She, with 
great eloquence, fatisfies him ; and he, in 
correfpondent terms, tells her her fortune. 
A fit of madncfii agitates the cow, and flie 
quits the Aage. Prometheus, ftiil obftinate, ' 
continues his imprecations. Mercury enters, 
and by command of Jove, orders him fode-» 
clare who it is that will detlnone him, on 
pain of a violent encreafe of his torments. 
Prometheus laughs at his threats ; iufults Ju« 
piter and his meflenger^ when the heavens 
grow dark, and a furious ilorm of wind^ 
thunder, and hghtning, cnfucs, Prome- 
theus cries out, invoking Tiiemis (or Juftice} 
to terminate the tragedy. 

Father Brumoy will not abiblutely 

^llow. 
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allow^ that lo appears in the ferm of a 

cow ; but the autlior, at verfe 590^ calls her 
Baxf^wt buimlis pradita carmius : and at verfe 

.675, Kr^^'di, cornutai and the fcholiafl ex- 

-jdains luc <k ^ fOTdtpXnAiim* 

There being only a fingle^ charader 
chained to a rock, who receives a few viiitSf 
it would have been difficult not to preier\e 
the uniiy of place. But Pere Brumoy thinks 
./£ichjrlus wonderful in having invented thisi 
unity.** 

Being, at length, in pofieflion of a copy of 

.this pofthumous publication, over which my 
power is unlimited, I fhall extend my ex- 
tradls of the poet's remarks on the Greek dra-^ 
ipatifls, and give a ihort account of the xd& 
of the contents of thefe volumes. 

•* The from chiefs againji T!hebes. This 
tragedy can hardly be called a drama, con- 
iifting only of extreme long choral odes, and 

. a ihort narrative. The ilyle is extremely 
lyrical ; full of metaphor and imagery, par- 
ticularly in the choruies. The fable finiihes 
at the 823d verfe, with the death of the two 
hoftile brothers. The reft of the play con* 
fifts of weeping .and wuuhig, and a decree of 
the people concerning the funeral rites of 
the llain, granted to Eteocles, and denied to 
Polynices. Antigone wifhes to bury the 

Jatter; 
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latter ; Init k oppofed by the berakL, smd the . 
tragedy ends, without the audience knowing 
how it will be deteniuiied* So that tfat 
iinity of a6lion is violatted^ and the fable left 
unfiniihed. There '» a &6ne betweea £teo- 
cles and the chorus, agaiaft the importunity 
of fearful women, which is long, ufefa^, and 
comic. 

^ Tie Ptrjianu It is difficult to fay whiit 

is the real liibje£l of this tragedy. The 
repetition of the narrative of the defeat of 
the Periiaiis at the battle of Salamis, aud the 
perpetual lamentations of the chorus of aged 
Satraps, compo& the whole drama« Atofla, 
ibe mother Xerxes, by a kind of magical 
incantation, evokes the ihade of Darius her 
hufband, to give her counfel and news of her 
iba Xerxes. The ghoft knows nothing of 
what has happened, and lias k to Icanii But 

afterwards tells her, that Xerxes was iU- 

advifed to contend with Greece. A&def«f 
he difa{^)eat«, gives the following adyiee loi 

' the old ineu. 

< My saeicnt in^ii4s| fsunewet i and ^mtdft diefe iltls 
Each (hy in pleilure bathe yoar drooping fpirk^ 
% fireaiiiMd ridkes mskfj^x. vtzk the dead/ 

4 ^ Atojfr 
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Atoila hoaring of the great flaughtef of 
tiie Perfians, and the ihameful flight of hef 
Ion, &ys: 

* Unhappy fortune, what a tide of ills 

^ Burfts o'er me 1 Chief this foul difgrace, which ihews 
^ Myibn divdledoflits riVib^fWf 
* « His royal robes aO rent^ diftrads my tiioughtSi , 

* But 1 will go, chufc the moft gorgeous veft> 

* And ha^ to m^t my ion.' 

FOTTEK. 

* 

♦ 

At Jength, Xerxes appears with a lift of 
the flain ; eishorts the ehonis to tear bis hair, 
beat his breaft^ rend his garments, and joki 
^ith him in loud lamentations. And witK 
tiiis alternate fymphony, the tragedlj ends* 

Agamemnon. Tliis is uiiaaimoufly al- 
lowed by the literary world, to be the moft 
difficult and obfcure of the tragedies of 
^fchylud, abounding with diftorted and. 
daring metaphors, with figures and ideas that 
only belong to lyric poetry. 'The pbt is 
the affaffination of Agamemuo% by Glytem^- 
lieftra and jEgifthtis. The peribn <rf Aga- 
memnon is little ieen ; he oiiiy appears once, 
afid what he (ays, is not lufltcioiit to ftitniA , 
an idea of liis character. That of the faiiie, 
perfidious, and cruel Clytemneftra, is- wdl 
drawn. The chorus is animated, obicare^ 

* - ' ' ' * • and 
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and tyrical; the eathuiiaiHc predi&ion^ of 

Cui^midra Arc of the fame kiud* The tragedy 
' be^s with a watchman^ or ientinel» who 
^aks from the top of the royal palace* 
Clytemneftra having placed him there to 
diicover when a lighted flambeau was to be 
ieen, which would diicover the ruin of Troy. 
And this was to be communicated by per- 
ibns placed at equal diftances from mount 
Ida and Argos. The flambeau is feen» and 
fooix after a meflenger arrives, as fwift as 
lightuingy with the news of the taking of 
, Troy. 

In this, as well as in other Greek tra<^ 

. gedies, at the opening of a door irk the Icene, 
the dead body of the perlbn flain is diicovered^ 
and often of many perfons, not very eaiy to 
comprehend. In like manner, the words and 
cries of peribns are heard in the ftreet or 
iquare, who ^re killed in the interior palace* 
In this tragedy, the murderers remain un* 
punifhed. 

The Cboepboraf or Bearers of Lihations. 
The fubjeft of this tragedy is the fame as 
that tOr which Sophocles and' Euripides Mve 
given the title of Eledra, iEfchylus ftyles 
thofe damfels Cboipkera who wer<^ in the 
iervice of Clytenmeftra, but partial to 
I Glc&ra^ 
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teleflra, and who follow her with the liba- 
tions to be made to the tomb of Agamem- 
non. The %le, as ufual, is tumid and figu-* 
rfttive to excels i but the condud^ in ^neralf 
lioiple and natural. 

*^ In all the three filefb'as, probability 
feems wanting for the fuccefs of Oreiles's 
enterprife; but in this, more than in the 
others. Oreftes, aione^ unknown in the 
royal palace of his enemyj kills his mother, 
and the tyrant^ without a fingle guards 
domeftic, or any one crying out or oppofing 
him. The fcene in whii^h Oreftes bar* 
baroufly obliges his mother to enter the 
palace for him to murder her on the dead 
body of iEgifthus, is fuch an atrocious a£l of 
inhumanity^ that Pere Brumoy himfelf, who 
uled to be tranfported with every thing con- 
cerning the golden age of Athens, is obliged 
to confefs this traniadion to be iufupport- 
able. 

Cly temneiba^ at verfe 893, in order to 
move her fon to compaflion, that he might 
not kfH her, opens her breaft, and regiinds 
him of the milk which he had fucked from 
it. , And a littk before, verfe 754, the nurie 
of Oreftes, having thought hiui dead, weepa 
Qver htm» lUid reminds him of the fatigue. 
VOL. in. n D which 
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which fhe had had in bringing hiih up ; no^ 
forgetting to mention the inconvenience 
Ivhich he had put, her to^ during b^s little 
natural wants. 

** To enjoy thcie beauties^ we Ihouid be 
enabled to tranfport ourfelves to thoie vene- 
rable ages, when iuch things were admired^ 
s(s profane moderns are unable to compre-' 
hend* 

The Eume?iidesy or Furies. The aftion 
of this drama is the trial or ak^lution of 

Oreftcs. It begins in the terapk of Apollo 

at Delphos. At the opening, the old Pythia 

appeart, who makes a long invocation to all 
the prefaging divinities, and retires to place 
herfelf on the tripod; but is feen no more 
throughout the tragedy, nor is it known why 
file appeared, nor why ihe did not return. 

^ At V. 93, Oreftes, conduced by Mer- 
cury, quits the temple of Delphos, to go to 
that of Minerva at Athens. 

At V. I i 7, the Furies in a deep ikep in 
the temple of Delphos, aiifwer, while they 
are fnoring, the ihade of Clytemneftra, who 
wiflies to wake them, that they may purfue 
Oreftesi and the ghoil fays : What ! do yoa 
fnore ? So eager is the author that tUe audi- 
ence flionid know and admire his iaventtoa. 



3 
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" At V. 235^ Oreibs appears ia the tcfooh 
pie of Miacrva at Athens : and the Furies, 
after a few verfes, join him. A manifeft and 
confidcrable breach of the unity of places 
For if this is not a change of fcelie, what is 
it ? And yet Ariilotle does not refent the 
£icrilege. It is well for iSichylus^ that he 
was born (o many ages before M. d' Aubignac, 
who, I know not how^ has diflembled tliis 
enormity of the father of tragedy^ or let it 
eicape his obiervation. 

*V At V. 663^ Apollo iays^ that the Ion 
owes not hiis corporal cidftence to his 
motberi ^ 



She but die nutrient (bU 

That gives the Granger growth, 
Frocnat atUm tlU^ qui infiitt 



This is one of thofe Grecian fimplicities 

which modern palates cannot tafte. 

Tie Supplicants. The cond^a of this 
fable has all the fimplicity fo much adxiured 

* EuripidetittibunstfaeianieciodrineiaOreftes: 

My father was the author of my being : 
Thy daughter brought me fortii : he gave me life^ 
Which ihe but fofter'd; to the higher cauie 
All l^^icr reverence ihtii I deemed Was due. 

nna by 
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by the feverc coimoiflTcurs of Grecian theatri- 
cal perfcftion: The fifty daughters of Da- 
aaus, to avoid being wedded to their fifty 
coufins, the fons of ^Egyptus, fly with their 
father^ to dematid an alylum of Pelafgus^ 
king of Argos, and obtain it.* The paucity 
of events i& iupplied by tlie extreme ind£liyityi 
and prolixity, of the chorufes. The fcciic Is 
itear the fea (hore, ivhere the images of the ' 
gods are placed, who prefide at the Athletic 
games, not far from the city of Argos. 

** From V. 466, the Danaides, ia order to 
induce Pelaigus to afford the alylum which 
he grants, carry on with him the following 
ingenious dialogue : 

Chorus, (the daughters of Danaus). 

^eeil thou thcfe braided zones that bind our 
. robes ? 

Pelajgus. Ornaments thcfe that fuit your female ftate. 

Cho, Know then the honcft purpofe thc-fe fhall fcrvc 
Pelaf^ Whatwould thy words intend? Explain thyiclf^ 
Cho, If honour ihaii not guard this female train — 
FeUtf, Howcan thefe binding zones iecure your iafcty? 
Cho» Hanging new trophies on thefe images. 
Ptlafi Myfterious are thy words ; fpcak phiniy to me* 
Cbo. To tieU thee plainly then, I mean ovrfelves. 

J ' FoTTER. 

' The elegance of this little dialogue 
needs no explanation, to thofc who by dint 
Of learning are beconxc Athenians.. 

V 

t 
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At the light of a fliip, which Daiiaus- 
conjedlures to be that which coududs the 
fifty foils of -£g}'ptus, he flies to the city to 
demand affiftauce againft his perfecutors; 
without its being known, why he leaves his 
daughters, who being young and a6tive, might 
have gone on this buiiuefs mych better than 
their aged father, and not have been expofed 
to the violence of their coufins* The father 
leaves them, and a iingle herald from their 
couiins comes to order them to embark with 
him. They refift. He offers to force them 
on board ; and they, though fifty in number, 
can only defeud themfclves by their fcreams. 

But help arrives. Danaus has already 
been at Argos, and found Pelafgus; told him 
their danger, the ibldiers are embodied, and 
have marched to the fea-fide in the time tha^ 
a few lines have been uttered. 

The herald being departed, king Per 
lafgus invites Danaus and his daughters to 
come to Argos, ailigns them habitations iii 
the city, and departs. Danaus, before they 
fct out, gives his daughters fome wholefome 
admonition. But the thing which he re- 
Commends, to them in the moft anxious and 
piplix manner, is, that they do not dijhonour 
im in a grange landi that they afford no 

}) p 3 ^ opportunity 
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0pportunUy for /candal^ but remain modeil^ 
though ^oung women are much addicted to 
tcve. 

Such an admonition in our times would 
be ufeleis and injurious,* liippoting that royal 
priuceiTes are incapable of lailing in their 
duty ; but in the time of ^Sfchylus, there 
were no fuph fuppofitions ; and iimple nature 
was then reprefented^ which is the delight of 
Qur literati/' 

« 

After thus pointing out where the unities 
are violated, the plots imperfect, the perpe* 
trators of horrid crimes unpunifhed, and 
delicacy and propriety wounded^ according 
to modern ideas ; Metaftafio gives a Ikctch 
pf the life of iSfchylus, and- apologizes, not 
only for his imperfefiions, but for being forced 
to point them out. 

^' -^fchjius (fays he) was doubtlefe the 
father of tragedy. He iirft put nai'ratives 
into adlion, invented the ftage^ tragic drcffcs 
and maiks ; lb that all the theatrical won- 
ders in fubfequent times are derived froni 
his fublime inventions. We therefore owp 
him infinite gratitude ^nd relpedt, arid ihould 
exa£t tfiem from others, if the envious im- 
pertinence of pedants, in order to depreciate 
{heir cptem|)praric5, di4 not ftupidly and 

arrogantly 
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arrogantly escalt beyond meafure whatever. 

was reprchenfible in him, which, however^ 
ought to be refpedfuUy over-looked, in gra« 
titude for the incomparable merit of a firft 
invention ; and if proud of their lamentable 
obfervations, they did not ere6t themfelves 
into legiflators of an art of which they arc 
wholly ignorant, and in which they have 
either had no expei icace, or when tiiey have 
had the preiumption to attempt to acquire 
it, have beeome the objedls of public deiilion- 
Hence even refpedable men have been 
forced to rcflcd, and declare to the world 
how little is come down to us from our 
predecefTors that is valuable ; not with a view 
to diminiih their fame, but merely to un- 
maik the livid and falfe oracles of the poor 
disfigured ParnafSis. 

The ftyle of ^Ichylus is fublimc, figur 
rative, and metaphorical to excels. Terror is 
always the oh}c£t which he propofes: his 
fcholiaft afferts, that in the reprefcntation of 
fht Eumenides, many ^children died^^f fright^ 
and many pregnant wom/sa mifcarried I 
Credat Judaus Apella.'^ 

The remaining feven tragedies of So- ' 
; the nineteen of ^uripid^s ; 9nA 
p D 4 . thp 
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die eleven comedies of AmisfofHAKBS^ are 

a,nalyzed m the lame coiiciie and chara^eriiiic 
manner 9s the dramas of JEii?hylu8. Maay 
of hU refle^ious on the Gtofik draiyarifts 
have been inferted in the Abftraft of the 
Poetics of AriiloilCf Indeed moce jnftance^ 
fcem to have been given by Metaftafio of the 
total inattentioa to aiiy rule conaer ning the 
unifies in Sophocles, EurlpidcSi and Ariftor 
frfianes^ thati in j£fphylus ; pr rather moi$ 
proofs tli^t no fuch rule ej^^iiled, wl^en thefe 
great fathers of theatrical excellence floii|iihT 
ed. For when any one of the viniti^s ha^ 
^ipaped Yiolatiqsi in their draraa$» it feem^ 
more to have been by ch^ce, than froai any 
fixed rule or principle : as there is icarce any 
oi^e of their comedies or tragedies wixefe 
they are entirely prcfcrycd ; though there 
fue iix^nj which wo^ld have, been n^^ch 
injured if they had efeaped violation. 

Tiie extreme di^renpe *in ancient and 
modern times, of manners, morals, religion^ 
and evei^ in the cpnftru&ion of theatres.^ 
renders clofe and fcrvilc imitation of the 
Qreek dramatiils now inadmiffible ; though 
the bold» fubl^mc, and qoblp fcntimentS| the 
heroic virtues and charafters, aiid the ex*» 

quiiite; 
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quifite beauties of the conceptions aiid mo-, 
jrality in the poetry of the i^horal odes^ mufir 
^ways excite the vvoudci aad rapture oi uics^ 
fii foMod kftrniD^ ai^ good iigiVc# in aH agei^ 
^ouotries,:whcre the corppofitions of the. 
ancient Greeli;$ are iind^rftood in the prigi-f 
ual, or their true fpirit is trax^uf^d ii^to 
pther languages by tranilatioii. 

la the feyiew of the Ai^romaphe o£ 
JSi^RipjDBS, Metaftafio has pointed out luck 
iuihuices in the huigUfige and i^timeuts of 
that tr^igedy, as, if clofely imitated or tran« 
iSbite^ wQuid be thought ^o^l^ indecorous^ 
^ad far froiii decent in a modern drama. 
: The ftrange « vents a^d fe^mingly abfurd 
^nd mip^re }a|iguage of the heroic i;hara£ters^ 
would not be difficult for the modems to 
Qopy and adopf: ; but the iublime beauties of 
the poetry, and fbmetimes of the i^sntimentSt 
will i^evcr mad^ common by thef( of 
ppen imitation in modern times. 

So liccntioasy Scurrilous, and not only iar*t 
taftic, but malignant a dramatift as Aristo^^ 
yiiAKsi, waff not likely to be trei^ted witH 

ppjtiality by /o moral, benevolent, and de* 
poroufi a writer* as Metaftafio i yet ib juft* 
^fcriniijiative^ and ^andid are his reflexion^ 

PR 
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on the remains of this mcrcilcfs enemy of 
Socrates and Euripides, that his greateft ad* 
mirers and imitators muA: allow him to be 
treated with that temper and iBurnefs, with 
which Arifloplianes never treated friends or 
Ibet ^ or even the gods themfelves. 

After indicating the defefts in the plan 
6i his Phitutj Metaftalio iays : that ^ not* 
withflandmg thcle cenfures, the dialogue of 
th{9 pieee is ib natural, ftill of grace, and the 
moit acute and poignant wit, that it mani* 
fefts the genius, and rich mine of ridicule 
with which he was potfefled. In the midft 
of the moft indecent deformities with which 
this comedy abounds, we ibmetimes meet 
widi traits of the moft fohd morality % 
particularly in the defence which Poverty 
makes of herfelf, which is worthy of Plato* 

^ He regards the Female Orators^ not like 
Pere Brumoy, as a fevere fatire on women, 
but rather as a fatire on the inconftancy and 
folly of the Athenian people, in perpetually 
reforming and changing their form of g04 
vernment ; adopting the viiions of the moft 
extravagant projectors, provided they were 
new ; and therefore the author recommends 
{that women Ihould be placed at tlu^ liead of 

the 
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the ftate, as the only revolutionary pro 
jed left untried. So that this is not the" 
moft indecent of his pieces, as has beeu 
generally imagined, though certainly the moft 
djiguiUag ; as he has not fcrupied to intro- 
duce a magiftrate eafing himfelf in the ftreet; 
during which time he is extremely witty to 
the fpcdlators, and gives theai an ample dole 
of Attic fait and pleafantry.^ 

Aiiilophanes (lays Metaftaiio) was a 
poet of an extraordinary imagination and 
eloquence; daring, impudent, malicious, and 
a contemner of all order, decency, humanity, 
probability, and ^Imoft common fenfe, in his 
allegories and allufions ; provided they gFB- 
tihed his ipite and Ipieen. Fiutarch, among 
the ancients, and Pere Brumoy, in modern 
times, have declared this poet to be infufFer*- 
able among ho Lie ft and well educated men in 
any civilized country* He delighted the Athe* 
nian mob, by ridiculing every thing that was 
venerable, and which had long been thought 
facred ; and his principal objeft was the 
deftrudion of religion and morality, by bur- 
lefquing the realbning of Socrates, as modera 
philc^phers do the iacred writings and the 
dodruies of the moil pious and profound 
fheologians." 
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Among the /e/e£f Letters which occupy 
ihe duef part of this pubiicatiou» there ajre 
fercral which were noc inferted in the five 
volumes of the Poet*s correfpondcuce m the 
Nice edition of his works; but thefe arc 
neither fo long, nor, Seemingly, fo important, 
as niaay that ha\ e been omitted. lu looking 
at the index of letters that appear in tbeie 
additional volumes, I perceived one to the 
Emprefs Queen ; feveral to the Princef& di 
Jiehnonte ; three to Goldoni ; three or four 
to Caliabigi ; two to the celebnited chief of 
the Bologna fchool of fuigiug, Bernacchi; 
two to Diodati ; two to Captain Bemnca£i ; 
Due tp Father Boicovich ; one to Mr* Hoole, 
und one to Cahufac, that are not in the'Nico 
fiditiooy ^ 

Of three notes written in French, by the 
Emprel^ Qjieen^ to the imperial laureat, two 
have aheiidy beto inkrted m thcic IVIemoirs, 
The inedited poetry i$ very inconiiderable j 
und the iketch of his life i$ chiefly tal^cn 
from Rezer*s epitome* 

His Will, made in 1765, and the Codi- 
cil, dated 1780, inferted at the end of the 
third volume,, caught my attention ; and | 
was very glad to And in them a clear and (a* 
tisfadory refutation of the >want of ajUTediiou 

(qv 
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for his familff which has been unjuflly h\ii 
to his charge * ; and which^ if true, would 
have confiderably diraiaiflied the excellence 
of his moral character* 

It appears in his Tejlament^ made 1763, 
that he bequeath^i to his brother Lbopold. 
(whom he calls his amabilijimofratelh) 500 
Roman crowns a year (the intereft of 30,000 
cxowns) and the lame to his iiiler BAAJiAaA. 
To Madcmoifelle Marianna Martinez, he 
leaves 12,000 tiorms, with his barpiichordt 
clavichord, mufic-books, and book-cafe ; and 
appoints her refiduary legatee, in caie flie 

lurvived her brother Giuieppe. 

In the Codicil^ dated 1780, his brother and 
jyier being dead, he made a qew and more 
confiderable difpofitioii of his efte^ in fa- 
vour of the Martinez familv, with whom 
he had lived in uninterrupted friendfhip and 
atFe61:ion, upwards of fifty years; and to 
whofe care and klndnefs, during a long 
feries of ill health, he afcribed his longe- 
vity. 

. Another draw-back from his fortitude 

and pbilofophy, which has been triumphantly 
made by thofe who, unfoundedly, accufed 

* See Vol. I. of tXnnk Meau>irs, p. ii2» 

2 him 
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fcim of an invincible rcpugnanc^e to fpeak-f 
ilig of old nge, and deaths is taken off* % not 
only by bis frequently mentioning both in 
his letters^ with no more horror than other 
mortals; but by the follawiag pa^fTage in hia* 
kft will : 

Having bceh afRi(5lcd with a very pre- 
carious ftate of health during forty years^ 
which often rendered life infuffsrable, it t% 
my wifh, after my dcccafe, to have m^ body 
opened by a ikiltul furgeon, in hopes that 
feme difcovery will be made, that may be 
of ufe to my lUrvivors." Envy itieif could 
failen no vice upon him ; and iht frailties 
and infirmities that have been laid to his 
charge, fecm very ealy for candour to in-. 
yahdate« 
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